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V.FC + FAX 


Introducing the Hayes” OPTIMA" 288 V.FC™ + FAX 
- an incredible breakthrough in dial-up modem tech- 
nology. 

Instantly Compatible. OPTIMA 288 incorporates 
the V-Fast Class 28,800 bit/s technology developed 
by Hayes and Rockwell 
International that's being 
supported by more than 125 
other modem manufacturers 

eee §=§=wOrldwide as the new industry 

standard for high-speed performance. OPTIMA 288 
not only communicates with other V-Fast Class mo- 
dems, it will work with future Hayes modems incorpo- 
rating the ITU-T V.34 (V.Fast) standard. And, it 
communicates easily with today's installed base of 
modems. = 

Faster Than You Think. 
With the enhanced technology of 
Hayes, you can expect twice the 
speed you thought you'd 











Smartmodem OPTIMA 28800 V.FC FAX 


pees 





get from a 800 bit/s modem. 
OPTIMA 288 supports port 
speeds up to 230,400 bit/s and =—s >—— ee 
transfers graphics files at 200,000 bitls, #9 axe "ESP ™ Contant 
It's especially powerful for remote connectivity to or from a 
LAN, remote control, transferring large files, or multi- 
media. You could save as much as 75% on connect charges. 
OPTIMA 288 provides the clarity and convenience of FAX 
at 14,400 bit/s, plus fast, easy Smartcom for Windows LE 
data communications software, and Windows FAX software. 

Add The Hayes’ ESP “Communications Accelerator 
to help prevent data loss and achieve speeds of 230,400 bit/s 
when using Windows or LAN based communications. 

For more information on your 








nearest reseller, call 
genie, 08 251-076 i 
02-82-8899 Hayes 
Ws =! 008 801-767 or Increasing the Speed 
Hayes direct 008 809-789. of Business.” 


MPU EECA STOEL @ 1993 Hayes Microcomputer Products, (Australia) Pty Ltd Level 10, 201 Miller Street, North Sydney, NSW 2060, Australia. Hayes, the Hayes icon, the Hayes logo, the Hayes '302 Escape 





Sequence Patent icon, Increasing the Speed of Business, OPTIMA, ESP, and Smartcom are trademarks of Hayes Microcomputer Products, Inc. V.Fast Class and V.FC are trademarks of 
Rockwell International Corporation. Other trademarks are those of their respective companies. Estimated price is in (your monetary unit goes here). 
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Picture Publishe: 


You Get What You Pay For 


It can be difficult to pay extra for an 
intangible such as “better service” or 
“Australian Made.” When you buy a 
Microsoft product, which supports over 
250 Australian Microsoft employees, (not 
to mention thousands of others who add 
value in many other ways) is that “better” 
or “worse” than buying a product from a 
small company that appears to be entirely 
Australian? When I lived in WA some 14 
years ago, locals were bombarded by 
advertising that urged Sandgropers to 
“look for the birthmark” (a logo in the 
shape of the state) on merchandise. 

At other times we are urged to buy 
something because it is not imported. 

For all I know, those “Queensland” 
bananas might well come from a 

property owned by foreign interests. 


I think that few consumers give 
importance to the place of origin or the 
implied support behind the name. Price 
is often the only determinant. 


In the personal computer marketplace we 
have seen a large number of “box movers” 
come and go. Some are backyard 
operators in the kindest sense, others 
have lavish shop fronts and advertise 

in the weekly papers but disappear 
within a year or two. 


Recently on Usenet there was discussion 
about a Melbourne dealership that had 
closed down and had left a few unhappy 
customers. Some other anecdotes were 
shared by Fidonet BBS users including a 
comment that rang true for me. Someone 
said that he looked for the cheapest prices 
in the papers and had been burnt because 
his dealer had sold him a PC with cheap, 
8-bit memory that had no parity checking. 
When the PC began to play up he wasted 
time with software analysers that failed 
to detect the faulty memory chips. Then 
he discovered that the dealer had closed 
down. He took it all in with good grace, 
admitting that he had finally paid the 
real price of buying for price, not value. 


Recently I had the opportunity to visit an 
old acquaintance of mine. I needed a basic 
sound card in a hurry and decided to visit 





Nem felileineliie, 





Muirfield Computer Services (MCS), 
which is situated in my suburb of 
Werribee. It is run by former Melb PC 
member Colin Muir and his family. I 
knew Col mainly in the context of our 
shared hobby of amateur radio and our 
common former employer, the RAAF. Ten 
years ago he used to sell and repair PCs 
literally from his garage. I knew he had 
opened a computer store some years ago 
but this was to be my first visit. 


The visit was brief because Colin wasn’t 
there. He runs the “factory” at Hoppers 
Crossing, the next suburb, and off I went. 
Factory? A Hewlett-Packard in the 
making? The factory turned out to be four 
adjoining warehouses packed to the gills 
with new and old equipment. I was 
shown around the facility by Col who 
explained that he tried to buy “nearly one 
of everything in case we need an obsolete 
part one day”. His staff includes many 
ex-RAAF technicians, some of whom are 
also radio amateurs. I don’t recall at 
which point I became very impressed; 
perhaps it was when I heard that our 
very own Tom Coleman was known to 
visit the premises. What’s so impressive 
about all this, you might ask. 


Yes, I could have bought the same sound 
card 20 km away for $5 less, but I got 
some cheap speakers “thrown in”. While 

I was chatting to Col another customer 
was buying an internal modem, and it 
was pointed out to him that “the mod” 
had been performed on it. What 
modification? To cut a long story short, 
the Maestro RC224FM internal fax/data 
modem fails to work in fax mode on the 
newer, faster PCs. Many 486 DX PCs and 
the occasional 386/16 SX present a timing 
“challenge” to an octal bus transceiver 
chip in the modem. MCS substitutes it 
with a 74LS245 unit before selling the 
modem. 


A few days later I was asked to repair a 
friend’s PC. QAPlus failed to identify the 
problem and I wasted money buying one © 
unnecessary RAM SIMM (because QAPlus 
twice diagnosed faulty RAM but passed it 
several times thereafter.) The PC’s BIOS 


Advertisers! 


Your message will be read by well over 20,000 business and home PC 
users. We have a wide range of sizes from business card to full page 
or spreads in monochrome, spot colour, or full process colour. 












Contacting the Edltors:. 


Peter Smith, Managing Eodltor, should be 
contacted by fax for enquiries relating to overall 
content, including Features and Departments. 
Ash Nallawalla, Eo/for, should only be 
contacted by fax, BBS or CompuServe to 
discuss PC Update Reviews. 


memory parity error check had been 
disabled. I enabled the check and the test 
failed immediately. Aha, the old cheap, 
8-bit RAM trick. By this stage I had 
dismantled the PC completely and could 
probably reassemble it while blindfolded. 
The real problem turned out to be a 
broken contact in the third SIMM socket, 
and I discovered that desoldering the 
socket was not within my capabilities. 


Off to MCS I went and asked for a used 
386/16 SX motherboard. Before he would 
sell it to me, the employee asked me why 
I wanted to replace the motherboard. 
What was the exact error message? Did 
it say “System Halted”? Yes, he agreed, 
the broken socket problem was best fixed 
with a $50 motherboard. I am pleased to 
have such a knowledgeable dealer in my 
neighbourhood even if his prices are not 
rock-bottom. 


Internet Service 

As this issue goes to press in mid-April, 
we have not mailed out the completed 
forms to the 300 lucky subscribers. The 
donated modems have not arrived and the 
DigiBoard driver has not been debugged 
(Andrew had to write one.) Just as we 
had resigned ourselves to start the service 
with just one line rather than hold back 
our anxious subscribers, the home 
partition crashed and we lost the home 
directories. Not the passwords and user 
records, thank heavens. Over 100 
subscribers attended the Comms and 
UNIX SIGs last month and witnessed 
an excellent preview arranged by Keith 
Owens, Grant Fink and Phil Lew. Sorry, 
but we cannot take on any more 
subscribers. At this date the AARNet - 
volume charging situation is still unclear 
and we can only handle one crisis at a 
time. 


When melbpc is opened up for use, 
testbox will be decommissioned. It has 
served its purpose of giving members 
a taste for the Internet so accounts 

on it will be closed. 


Theme Articles Wanted 


Please check the list of themes for the 
rest of the year on page 23 and consider 
writing for PC Update. For example, the 
next issue requires articles about 
Graphics, the Internet, and Book 
Reviews. The July issue covers Databases 
and Office Productivity Tools, and so on. 
You can contact me via the BBS, fax, or 


one of my E-mail addresses. 
High 
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Why Should You 
Join Melb PC? 





Melbourne PC User Group Inc. is the 
biggest computer club in the Southern 
Hemisphere, and the fourth largest in 
the world. It was founded, and is still 
run, for people like you, its members. 


The Group employs a full-time Oper- 
ations Manager and an administrative 
assistant. Apart from that and some 
training, all functions of the club— 
BBS maintenance; magazine 
production; collection and distribution of 
shareware; organisation of SIG and monthly 
meetings and much more, is performed by 
volunteers. 


The Group today proudly has a membership of 
people from all walks of life and with a broad 
range of computer skills. With this vast store of 
knowledge, members have access to information 
and help in numerous fields— programming, 
software solutions, communications, DOS and 
Windows, to name just a few. 





Melb PC maintains an extensive and 
up-to-date software library of 
programs (over 2000 disks containing 
over 40,000 files!) for [IBM-type 
personal computers, obtained from 
around the world. This library of 
shareware software is available only 
to Melb PC members and is supplied 
on new disks at very low prices. 








One of the Group’s most important 
and popular services is the provision 
of training in a diverse range of 
computer skills, from starting with 
computers to advanced programming. 


Melb PC has its own fully-equipped 
training centre, using Hewlett-Pack- 
ard 486 systems. Because courses are 
run as a service to members they are 
budgeted on a break-even basis. This 
enables the courses to be 20 to 30 per cent of the 





cost of a similar course from outside organisations. 


Students are taught in a classroom environment 
with an instructor and one computer per student. 
Starting Computing, Using DOS, and Turbo 
Pascal are typical subjects taught in this way. 


Full weekend workshops, some of them live-in, 
also prove very popular and are run about six 
times a year. 


All courses provide suitable training material and 
facilities. In addition, dial-in help is available for 
students between classes, as is follow-up coaching 
after the classes are finished. 









This unique service is made available free to 
members simply because volunteers within 
the Group give their time and knowledge to 
assist you with any computing problems 
you may have. Over 300 telephone 
numbers of unpaid volunteers, with day- 
and night-time contacts, are listed in 
this magazine (they are on these two pages, 
in the copies sent to members). The service 
covers over 130 separate topics. 










The Group has a number of SIGs as a service 
to members sharing a common interest in 
particular aspects of personal computing. 
A SIG can deal with any topic relating to 
personal computing, ranging from 
programming languages to hardware 
and peripherals, or how to get the best 
from your equipment. 


There are also a number of regional SIGs, 
catering for members in outlying geographical 
areas. 


A list of meeting dates, places and contacts for 
SIGs is published each month in this magazine, 
(see later in this issue), together with reports of 
previous and forthcoming activities. Attendance at 
any or all SIG meetings is available to any 
member. 











PC Update, the journal of the Melbourne 
PC User Group, is sent to you 11 times a 
year as part of your membership privileges. 
PC Update publishes articles written by 
members and all members are welcome, 
indeed encouraged, to write articles on 
a subject they know about, to share with ~ 
others. PC Update also reprints occasional 
articles from overseas user groups, ensuring 
that Melb PC members are kept as up-to-date as 
possible. 


In 1991 PC Update was honoured with no less 
than three awards in the International BIX 
Newsletter Contest, including the world-wide 
award for “Best Feature Articles”. In 1992 it 
was the outright winner of “Best Publication”, 
beating all other user groups world-wide, both 
PC and Macintosh. Again in 1998, it received 
yet another award, also for feature articles. 
Many members join the Group just for the value 
PC Update provides, well worth the annual 
membership fee on its own, and then discover all 
the other benefits of membership. 


It costs less to join Melb PC and have PC Update 
mailed to you, than to buy a year’s issues over the 
counter. 
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array of subjects. If you have a problem, put a 
message on the BBS and, more often than not, it’s 
answered in a day or so! 





Melb PC operates a bulletin board 
system (BBS), 23 hours a day as one 
of its member services. The BBS runs 
on 16 lines. 


In the file transfer areas the BBS carries many 
files on a range of topics. These have been uploaded 
by members who found them useful and can be 
downloaded for use by other members. They include 
many useful utilities and the latest version of 
shareware software, often obtained from overseas 
BBSs before appearing in Australia in other outlets. 


The BBS has two main functions — 
electronic mail and message exchange, 
and file transfer facilities. The mail 


and messaging facilities enable 
members to exchange messages with Plans are well-advanced to provide a full-featured 


each other and to seek help on a wide _—‘Imternet service, providing access to Usenet, ftp and 
range of topics not only from other members but also _—‘ te/Net, expected be available in the very near future. 0 
from the personal computing community world-wide. Peres he doin WOW! | 
Through this service, users of the BBS have access to 

an enormous pool of experience and talent on a vast 








MELB PC Membership Application 

Ret: 0594 
Home Postal Address ee 
ee | Postcode 
Telephone Numbers _BH: 
Job Title 
Employer/Company Name* 


* Attach list if more than one representative of a corporate member is being nominated with this application =i” 
Corporate members may change their representative by giving notice in writing to the Secretary 


Type of Membership: | , New Member 

Individual : [| $50 ie | 

Corporate (2 representatives) Ee $110 (extra representatives—$50 each) 
Full-time Student — | $40 oe ae | 
(Students must attach photocopy of union card or letter from educational institution confirming /u/-time student status.) 

| want L_]/ do not want L_] to receive occasional promotional mail from commercial organisations. 


| hereby apply for membership of Melbourne — 
PC User Group Inc and agree to abide by its. 
rules while | remain a member. _ Signature 





Payment Details/Credit Card Authority 
Forward to Melb PC, PO Box 283, South Melbourne VIC 3205, Australia 


Home Postal Address 
oe Postcode 
Telephone Numbers BH: ( _) 


Cheque (payable to Melbourne PC User Group Inc.) enclosed OQ 
or Debit my credit card (Bankcard Q// Mastercard O1/ Visa Q) Expiry Date / 


zee 000 0008 5000 SOOC 
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CPU (Club President’s Update 














eter Smith tells me that I have 
een spared the difficult task of 
introducing myself here by the 
“timely” contribution elsewhere 
in this edition of the redoubtable Tessa 
Melland. I trust that this frees me to 
talk of things far more relevant to the 
membership. I await Tessa’s assessment 
with trepidation! :-) 


Charles Wright 


Charles’ resignation from the Presidency 
of Melb PC came as a shock to us all, 
though with the benefit of hindsight, he 
clearly had accumulated a workload that 
left him no option but to reduce his 
obligations. He ultimately took the view 
that he could not conduct his journalistic 
endeavours, in particular with The Age 
computer section, and provide at the 
same time the many hours needed to lead 
the group in the way he believed was 
appropriate. 







Having served as Vice-President under 
three former Presidents, ascending to the 
“throne” a year ago, he has worked 
assiduously for the future of the group. 


Readers of his CPU comments over the 
past twelve months were left in no doubt 
where Charles stood on many issues, not 
the least of which was his determination 
to not simply sit around watching our 
reserves increase and our membership 
dwindle. Planning and promotion were 
paramount; politics and pussyfooting were 
anathema. 


His style of leadership was bold, 
controversial, and forthright, taking no 
prisoners along the way. In his view, it 
was time for Melb PC to stand up on its 
own feet, plan for the future, and stop 
dwelling on the varied troubles of the 
past. It made for interesting Committee 
meetings. 


Last elections, he asked a number of 
people to stand as Office Bearers or for 
Committee positions. Along with Bruce 
Elliott (Treasurer), and Geoff Lewis 
(Secretary), he approached me to become 
Vice-President. Having followed the 
fortunes of the Group for some years via 
the magazine, I had sort of become addict- 
ed, I guess. He was a hard man to refuse 
(although I would have liked to serve an 
apprenticeship on the Committee first!). 


Led by Bruce’s budgetary skills and 
characteristic flair for “turning a dollar’, 
Charles’ Committee has succeeded in 
reversing several disturbing trends, 
including the depletion of our assets, and 
the reduction in membership. 


The simple, indisputable fact is that. 
Charles has led a revival in the club’s 
finances, its reputation and its 


determination to become a strong, 
respected voice in the computing industry 
and among computer users, both novice 
and hacker alike. We owe him a debt of 
gratitude and respect. 


Quo Vadimus? 


My essential aim in assuming the 
leadership of Melb PC is to continue the 
work of this Committee in a number of 
directions. Let me enunciate some of 
them in my maiden President’s update. 


Training 

Education and training to advance 
computer literacy are at the forefront of 
the stated purposes of Melb PC. I believe 
we have now begun to recognise its 
primacy. Training has been elevated to 
that position by an extraordinary group of 
hard workers, led by Tom Coleman and 
Barry Frederickson. Barry’s organisational 
skills, his charts, calendars, and boundless 
enthusiasm, with the assistance of Tom, 
Nadine Natoka, Jean Truebridge, Mary 
Levens and Isobel McRae have launched 
training into what my predecessors must 
have always hoped we could achieve. 
Trainers are now fully skilled at teaching, 


rather than merely efficient computer users. 


The Committee has a new-found 
confidence that we are finally leading 
the way in training rather than merely 
paying lip-service to the needs of 
members. Charles asked me some months 
ago to be the Committee member who 
oversaw this area. Attending a few 
Training administration subcommittees 
was one of the greatest pleasures I have 
had in my experiences here. They didn’t 
need me, but we sure needed them! 


BBS 


Another of my pet topics. After the 
Message Board crashed mid-1993, Barry 
McMenomy stepped into the breach, and 
aided by Peter Freeman, Allan Michelmore, 
Philip Lew, and many others, he has since 
spent what seems to have been his every 
waking hour in the BBS room. What we 
now have is an extraordinary achievement 
—a 14-line Board, full of technical 
information, files and some of the better 
wits with whom you would ever want to 
cross swords. A trip through the local 
message areas will present the reader 
with a plethora of ideas, assistance, and 
sheer bloody nonsense. I love it! 


We'll continue to support the board, Barry 
and the rest of the troops in whatever way 
is necessary (and I'll continue to get a 
right royal kicking from Dirty Dave, Alis, 
aRTie, Tesstosterone, Bob T. Ren Bonkers, 
JR, and my old legal foe, Rob Gorey. 

On the other hand, there is something 
noble at being on the receiving end of a 
Presidential bagging. Er, isn’t there?). :-) 





Membership 


Membership is rising at a rate which is 
even bringing a smile to the face of our 
resident Scrooge, Bruce Elliott. A major 
drawcard has always been the magazine 
(which simply goes from strength to 
strength), but the sheer quality of the 
BBS has now seen large numbers log 

on and join the Group because of what 
the Board has to offer. While I don’t want 
to set any targets, I believe we should 

be aiming to market ourselves in a way 
which will attract many, many others out 
there to take advantage of what must be 
the best value for $40 in this mad, 
competitive world of computing. 


RIGs 


I believe we have failed to keep touch 
with our regional members and need to 
reexamine our relationship with them. 
The difficulties perceived by some in our 
relationship with Bairnsdale are well on 
the way to being healed, and we will 
make new endeavours to stay in touch 
with and actively assist country members. 
New Vice-President Peter Freeman and 
SIG and RIG co-ordinator Don McKenzie 
know by now my views on this. They 
have already paid a visit to Bairnsdale, 
been well-received, and begun the reass- 
essment necessary. But I want to make 
one thing clear—such assistance will be 
measured in expertise and encouragement, 
not merely in dollars and cents. 


Survey of Members 


It is time we tapped our large member- 
ship base by utilising the fund of talent 
which exists out there. We have talked in 
the past about membership surveys but 
little has been done for some years. 
Within the next few months, a survey 
will be conducted to find out what our 
members think of the Group, the 
magazine, the BBS, SIGs, and so on. 

It will assess members’ wish lists, needs, 
and critical views of Melb PC operations. 


We must have experts who would be 
willing to help sketch such a survey and 


advise the best means of conducting it 
together with collating and interpreting 
results. I would like to hear from any 
member who believes he/she can assist 
this process. We will not be spending 
vast sums on the survey. We should not 
need to. Distribution is not the problem 
as it can be published as part of the 
magazine. 


The Office 


We need to ensure that the office is run 
in a way which allows maximum use 

of staff, divesting them of a number of 
debilitating tasks which occupy too much 
time and can be successfully handled 
by others, be they Committee or the 
large pool of talent who have 
generously volunteered in the past, and 
I hope will continue to do so. 


As an instance, many hours have been 
spent overseeing the bulk shareware 
registration offers that are normally 
inspired by the BBS. Some offers have 
been characterised by confusion and 
delay. Peter Young, one of the many 
bright minds on the BBS, and one of its 


most helpful to new and old users 


alike, has kindly agreed to take control 
of this facet of operations. He will 
negotiate the shareware deals which 


have proved so attractive in the past, 
thanks to guys like Gary and Ash, post 


them on the board and the magazine, 
liaise with the sysops and the office 
and handle all enquiries. Payment will 
be automated (BBS and office), thus 
obviating many hours on the phones 
and minimising correspondence. 


I believe the use by the office of our 
volunteers needs to be reviewed, 
drawing on the expertise of those 
(retired office managers, accountants, 
for example) in assisting with the work 
involved. We need to gently educate our 
members, starting no doubt with the 
Committee(!), that the office employees 
should be interrupted as little as 
possible, leaving many tasks including 
perhaps some of the handling of 
enquiries and sale of shareware, to 
volunteers. As ever, we are keen to 
hear from anyone willing to donate a 
few hours of their time to assist the 
office. 


Membership Database 


Gary Taig has kindly agreed to a 
personal request from yours truly, to 
reprogram our Membership Database 
It will be rebuilt from the ground up, 
a labour of love which Gary did once 
before, only to see successive Committees 
nullify and finally replace it. Such 
decisions proved to be ill-sighted and 
left us with an impractical facility 
which stymies wider input and hog-ties 
the office. It will take several weeks of 
sheer hard work, testing by office staff, 
then further modification. He has 
commenced already—when he has 
finished, I will buy him all the beer he 
can drink. :-) 





Planning 


This has been a bugbear of Melb PC 
with subcommittees, expensive consult- 
ants, unfinished reports and the like. 
Geoff Lewis, Bruce Elliott and I intend 
to oversee the Group moving smoothly 
forward, with budgetary and office 
strategies aimed at utilising resources 
and ensuring there is none of the 
financial and manpower wastage that 
has clearly occurred in the past. It is 
not easy to negotiate the way between 
a club atmosphere, which needs 
fostering; and a business approach, 
which simply must occur because 

of our sheer size, finances, and 
responsibilities. Geoff and Bruce have 
a background which leans to the latter, 
I hope to provide the balance. 


The Past 


I am singularly disinterested in past 
upheavals, petty divisions, and 
personality clashes. This terrific 
organisation, with so much to offer to 
its members, will not be bogged down 
with the weight of previous conflicts, 
some of which still simmer below the 
surface in the minds of one or two. I 
am fortunate in that I was not around 
when the internal haemorrhaging of 
1992 occurred, and only read with 
dismay of the troubles which beset the 
Group then and subsequently. Putting 
it bluntly, those with an axe to grind 
will get short shrift from me, so they 
can go and grumble away elsewhere. 
This is not to say that lessons from the 
past have not been or will not be 
learned; only that I for one will not be 
dwelling on them and nor will the 
Committee. 


Social 


Anyone who has attended a Waffle SIG 
is aware of the tremendous sense of 
fellowship that has infiltrated this 
organisation. Last night (yes, folks, 

I am writing this the morning after!), 

a trio of young fellows from the 
Warragul RIG attended together with 

a representative from Bendigo. They 
were treated later on to a first hand 
demonstration of the BBS by Barry, 
Peter, Dave, Phil, and Allan. Led by the 
BBS team, Melb PC is a pretty social 
place these days; more and more people 
move from their waffling on the BBS to 
Waffling after our Monthly Meetings, 
(now being smoothly run by Ray Beatty 
of WordPerfect fame). One of the first 
subcommittees I joined in June last 
year was the social one, so I guess you 
know where I’m coming from. _: -) 


Above all, I aim to ensure that our love 
of computing and the vast opportunities, 
obsessions, and sheer fun that it offers 
is encouraged for all it’s worth, and 
that the Group and the Committee 
which run it is both happy and peaceful. 
Did I say peaceful? I must have been 
kidding! How many hours are there in 


a-day? ~:-) QO 
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Training Calendar 


Beginners: . . . . For those with little or no experience of the subject 


General: . 


. . . . No specific experience of the subject is assumed 
Advanced: . . . . Familiar with the subject 


Note some date changes—marked thus Thu 2, Thu 9 





Course Type __=Level | Course Cost May 94 Jun 94 Jul 94 Aug 94 
Courses below are four sessions: 6.30 — 8.30 p.m. 
Beginners | Starting DOS: Command Line Computing goof Thu 9 he eee Tue 2 
Operating Systems 
Beginners | Starting Windows $100 Thu 7 


Beginners | Introduction to Intemet 
Internet 





















Advanced | Introduction to Intemet $25 


How to buy a computer 











Graphics Beginners | Starting Power Point $100 ss eS eee 


Spreadsheets Beginners | Starting Quattro Pro 


One Night Short Courses below are 6.30 — 9.30 p.m. 


_ $100 














These courses will 
get you started 
with computing or 
help you keep 
your PC running 
in top condition 


Caring for your 
PC and improving 
performance 


Databases using 
Spreadsheets 


Communications |General | Using Melb PC Bulletin Board System 





Word Processing 








General | Introduction to Windows $37.50 
Virus Protection $37.50 





General Pointing Devices 


General |Decompressing Files $37.50; Wed 18 


General |Hard Disks 





$37.50 


$37.50 


Beginners | How it Works $37.50| Wed 11 
75 Ts eS 


Wed 8 


waste) re eres 





re 





Beginners | Introduction to Databases using Quattro Pro | $37.50 ns Wed 27 Leash ee 
Time Management |General | Introduction to the Lotus Organizer 


Fri 29 








$37.50. 
Beginners | Introduction to Ami Pro Tables 


Beginners 











Beginners 


Introduction to WordPerfect Macfos $37.50 


wed | Mma | 


= mean eo 
Introduction to Ami Pro Macros $37.50 Fri 20 CS Ge eee 
Ami Pro Merging $37.50 Fri 6 [eet a ae a 


Thu 2 





rhcton to Word for Wndows Macs (89750) Far |) 


Training Notes 







by Tom Coleman 


he training calendar for 1994 is 
now in place. Copies are available 
from the office. There is a copy on 
the notice board and one has been 
uploaded to the BBS. 


PC Update is publishing course details for 
the coming months. These courses, notified 
in PC Update, are fairly locked in to place. 
There are however some spare time-slots 
later in the year. These are set aside for 
courses that members request. 


Recently we have had requests for: 
¢ Networking 

e¢ Visual Basic 

¢ DIY Hardware Installation 

¢ Norton Diskedit 

e Advanced Batchfiles 


e Assembler 


If enough members show interest we will 
put some of them on later in the year, and 
probably some others not yet notified. 


If you want to see these courses, or any 
course for that matter, added to the 
training calendar all you have to do is 
contact me and express your interest. 


From ENG bare we 
mere ‘balanc 


Other kinds of course are being looked at 
too. For example we are running—No! I 
take that back—Noeline Finlay and Mary 
Levens and a whole coven of helpers—are 
running a Women in Computing Workshop 
over two one-day sessions soon. It looks 
like being a winner. 


It is likely that this grouping of members 
will be a feature of User Grouping in 
future years. We are seeing the emergence 
of Special Interest Groups focussed on a 
common interest rather than a software 
product. Women in Computing is 
gender-based, the Retirees group is based 
on alternative available times, Regional 
Groups have a geographical base. There 
are other groups within Melb PC. Small 
Business is one, the Waffle SIG is another. 
Even training could be called a group. 


I suppose that is why people become 
members, to form groups to help each 
other. 


Should we form an Old Boys Club (WIC 
would string me up if I tried to call it an 
Old Girls Club) from all those who have 
attended a Melb PC training course. We 
could sit around sipping port, reminiscing 
about how little we used to know and how 
much we have forgotten since then. 


It’s got possibilities. QO 


considered asa 


io just "mothers", 


"gir Ifriends". 


best direction 
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New 
Courses 








Visual Basic For Applications 


(starting June 3) 


Internet Courses — 
Both beginners and advanced 


(Saturday June 25) 


Staring FoxPro 


(starting July 5) 


.»..--K00K SOON 
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Melbourne PC Personality Profile 










































































olin Lovitt, recently ascended to 
the Presidency, following Charles 
Wright’s resignation. I feel he is 
the most appropriate candidate 
for this month’s column. 





Colin Leslie Lovitt, known affectionately 
on the BBS as Claude Balls (among other 
things), is one of the new dynamic forces 
of Melb PC. 


Having joined Melb PC in March 1990, 
he used to go to the occasional monthly 
meeting, like many, but avidly read 

PC Update (which he reread 12—18 months 
later). In December 1992, having taken 

a book on modemming on holiday to Fiji 
with him, he became very interested. He 
purchased his first modem in early 1993 
then “fell in love with communications”. 


Starting messaging, he went to the 
Communications SIG. He was invited 

to a planning meeting where he joined 
various sub-committees, including BBS 
and Social, and was asked to convene 
the Rules sub-committee. Through these 
he got to know other active members 
and took over the files BBS, which he 
reconfigured after the message board 
crash mid-93. He became the Files 
Board Co-Sysop until the big crash last 
December, after which he coordinated the 
recovery and re-establishment of the files 
on the combined BBS. During this period 
he upgraded to a 14,400 bps modem. 


Meanwhile, Charles had asked him to 
stand as Vice-President at the 93 Annual 
elections, where he was elected. Jokingly 
(as is his wont), he remarked to Charles, 
“This puts me a heartbeat away from the 
Presidency” — fortunately, Charles’ 
resignation was a matter of choice. 


I was welcomed into a real family 
atmosphere, when I visited the Lovitt’s 
South Melbourne home, which they 
bought in 1975. In the superbly renovated, 
two-storey terrace house, with a detached 
studio out the back for the boys, Colin’s 
wall of wine, along with the baby grand 
piano, dominate the front room. The 
kitchen where he creates gourmet delights, 
would be the envy of any cook. Upstairs, 
the computer precinct resides in a casual 
lounge area, making it part of the family. 


He runs a 486 DX with 8 MB RAM and 
345 MB hard disk. His two sons inherited 
his original Toshiba laptop and 386 DX. 


Margaret, his childhood sweetheart, to 
whom he’s been married since 1972, is 
warm and supportive, with her own 
hobbies and interests. She owned a 
clothing business for several years where, 
Colin proudly interrupted, “she could turn 
a drawing into a dress”. Maintaining that 
interest, Margaret also enjoys flowers, 
gardening and other areas of creativity. 
She is not computer oriented, so I asked 
her how she felt about Colin’s involve- 
ment. Her response, “It’s fine as long as 
he enjoys it and it doesn’t involve me!” 


All the family are busy with their own 
interests. The two sons, Marcus (18) and 
Zane (16), both have interests in music, 
theatre and the Arts. Marcus, in his first 
year of a B.A. at Swinburne University, 
initiated a drama club 
there. Happy to be part 
of the interview, I asked 
him how he gets along 
with his dad. “It’s a 
long, hard struggle, but 
I cope,” was the 
tongue-in-cheek reply. 
Zane, on the other 
hand, politely spent a 
few minutes with me 
then dashed off to his 
friends. He’s still at 

St. Michael’s Grammar 
School, in St. Kilda. I 
did manage to ascertain 
that he was looking 
forward to an imminent 
three-week trip to Italy. 


Colin, despite his assertively humorous 
approach to life, is a very disciplined 
thinker. Born and raised in Melbourne, he 
attended Northcote and Melbourne High 
Schools before studying Arts and Law at 
Melbourne University. Keenly involved in 
theatrical activities throughout university, 
his mischievous love of satire had him on 
the brink of admonishment throughout 
his undergraduate years. 


He practised as a solicitor for 18 months, 
went to the bar in 1970 and took silk in 
1988. Specializing in Criminal Law, he 
has appeared in about 100 murder trials. 
Under DesqView using a text viewer, 
WordPerfect and ISYS, he used his 
desktop computer in the court room to 
run a criminal case lasting from June 92 
to May 93. Rather than carrying volumes 
of paper, he was able to take home a 
floppy disc of the daily transcripts, which 
ultimately reached 40,000 pages. 


Founder of the Victorian Criminal Bar 
Association (1978), he has served on the 
executive for a total of 14 years, twice as 
Chairman. He drew up the first Victorian 
scale of fees for counsel appearing in 





criminal matters, and raised the 
participation rate to include 400 of the 
1300 practising Barristers. Currently, as 
Membership Secretary, he organises social 
functions to keep the Association together. 


Anyone reading our BBS messages 
knows that Colin is a Carlton supporter, 
however they may not realise that he has 
been Director of the Carlton Social Club 
for the past 8 years and is Vice-President 
of the Carlton Cricket Club. He is also on 
the Board of the Save the Children Fund. 


Colin has a love of music, especially 
opera, and will burst into song with little, 
if any, prompting (fortunately he has a 
good singing voice). He is sometimes 
inclined to quote passages of Gilbert and 
Sullivan in his BBS messages. He also 
loves to cook and play golf. His wine 
collection is legendary and contributes to 
his enjoyment of BYO restaurants. 


Colin’s approach to 
computers is methodical, 
arising from his discipline 
in maths (which he taught 
in his final year of Law). 
At the outset, he deter- 
mined to learn what made 
a computer tick in order to 
take full advantage of it. 
He taught himself to type, 
read up on how computers 
worked, then set about 
learning DOS. He worked 
his way through several 
texts on DOS 4 and, when 
it arrived, became much 
more enthusiastic about 
DOS 5. In the meantime, 
he attended CAE courses 
on dBase and word processing and then 
considered he was ready to start using 
applications. He believes that learning 
about “How it works” is the key to getting 
the most out of computing. 


Colin will present the committee with 
some initiatives for change. He would like 
to see the office procedures more defined 
and streamlined to maximise service, yet 
reminds members and office bearers that 
the office has limitations. Since we are 
entering a period of growth, he would like 
also to start marketing Melb PC better, 
using the membership base more 
effectively, especially in public relations 
and advertising. 


Colin’s dynamics, a balance of intellect 
and common sense, of knowledge and 
open-mindedness, of serious endeavour 
and humour (including a touch of the 
ridiculous), combined with his ability to 
apply himself to a task until its complet- 
ion, all make him a very valuable driving 
force in Melb PC. We thank Colin Lovitt 
for his contribution and commitment and 
look forward to the coming year, with him 
at the helm. QO 


VMaybe we 
should have 
called rt 














WordSpread 








WordPerfect SIX.0 for 
Windows now offers 
everything you need to 
produce complete documents 
more easily and quickly than 
ever before ... in fact we think 
of it as the world’s first true 
Document Processor for 

» Windows. 

'| Now you can 
have direct 


in spreadsheet 
pcuetss: a vast array of 





charting options; sophisticated 


access to a built- 





ChartGraph 
DataSound 





drawing and graphics editing; 
step-by-step coaching; and 
customisable templates ... 
making it easier than ever to 
produce a complete document 
with just the one piece of 
software. In fact, with this 
program 

you can 
produce 

/ your 
documents 
without 

== ever looking 


at a menu structure. 


That’s why more documents 





Ane 008 818 999, office 


are created with WordPerfect 
than with any other word 
processor. 

For further information on 
WordPerfect SIX.0 for Windows, 
or other document processors 
in the WordPerfect range, 
please feel free to contact us. In 
| addition, 

| details on our 
attractive 

| upgrade offers 
| are also 

™ available by 





hours, Monday to Friday. 


The Windows document processor 


WordPerfect 
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2 set count A Batch Fil 

2 set count=one : 2 creates environment atc e 

3 goto print ; variable @count%’ equal 

4 sBtaxrt ; Coone ca 

5 if %count%==eight set count=nine Lo Print One- 

6 if Scount%==seven set count=eight ;5 to 12 change %count% 

7 if Scount%==six set count=seven ;to next higher number 

8 if tcount%==five set count=six 

9 if Scount%==four set count=five :;Trim 5 to 12 to the length off Labels 

10 if %count%==three set count=four ;of your label 

11 if Scount%==two set count=three SSS 

12 if Scount%==one set count=two 

13, -2oF Tne 

14 it *$i"=s="" goto “end ; 14 If there is no more then end by Tom Coleman 

15. LE *8Sl "es" Goro next ; 15 xx is the end of line marker 

16 If *%$2"==""goto iword ; 16 if there is nothing after %1 ere is a batch file that will print a 

Ly 2 not... "°$2"=="xx" goto more; ; if t2=anything but xx single label on the printer from the 

7 sword | : DOS command line. Usually when I 

19 echo $1 prn ; 19 Send a single word to the printer suggest a batch: hile dt hes no eee 

20 goto next ‘ . ; 

Sa eee than ten or twenty lines. This one is a horror: 

22 Tf “S3%s="" Goto Qwords ;if nothing after 2 words the best part of a hundred lines. It had better 

23 if not °43"=="xx".goto stillmore 22 t3=anyChing but wax have something going for it. 

24 :2words : ; 

25 Echo $1 %2 Prn  ; Print the two words of this line I know that not everyone will have a use for it 

26 shitt ; adjust all words one place to the left since it is written to print single labels from 

27 goto next ;NOTE :Next makes two more shifts to the DOS prompt. This implies that you have a 

28 stillmore ¢to the left . printer with labels in it, probably a dedicated 

ne - Ree Goce a iar sae heaps a oe een aed label printer. That may not be the case. You 

32 swords Ne eee ee. ne eee on Suen ane may have an envelope in your regular printer. 

32 Echo %1 $2 %3 Prn ;then move the line the Either way, this batch file prints a collection 

7 ree Pear pense: aie aaa of words, such as an address, from the DOS 
snl P : = erate ; 

Se gcte det mcrae Cnn Ie been ore command line. There are some restrictions: 

36 :morestill . e It assumes a label nine lines deep; you will 

7 i el * goto 4words 38 If not. *45"=="xx" sgoro again have to modify it for smaller labels 

40 he tee ee a) ae ¢ It caters for up to six words per line, a 

41 shift word being everything up to the next space 

42 shift (it can be modified it to take more or less) 

43 shift ¢ There is a limit of 120 characters, including 

44 goto next ‘ ; 

45 Te =S5"=="" Goto. Swords all spaces in the total address — there is 

46 If not “$6"=="xx" goto Giveup nothing you can do about this as all of the 

47 :5words address must fit on the command line and 

48 Echo %1 %2 %3 %4 5 Prn 49 shift DOS will only look at 123 characters; the 

50 shift first three characters are LBL, the name of 

: ; ad the batch file, so that leaves you 120 

53 goto next (including the xx line separators and any 

54 :Giveup spaces) for the address 

a ee eee ee ee Oe To use it you must call up the batch file, LBL, 

56 Si. ; s 

By Shift then type in the address, marking the end of 

Gece ce each line with xx in lower case. That is, xx 

59 shift with at least one space on either side and 

60 shift keeping in mind it is case sensitive. There is 

61 :Next . Ss . . no need for xx at the end of the last line. 

62 if *count%==nine goto end ;If this is line 9, label is full 

63 shift ;63 and 64 discard any xx and the A label to Melb PC would look like this: 

oe eee ae ;remaining word LBL Melbourne PC User Group xx PO Box 

66 send 283 xx South Melbourne. xx VIC: 3205 

67 goto %count$ ;Lines 5 to 12 set %count% to a number/word One of the nice things about this is that it 

68 :One ;line 67 sends control to a label with the same uses only DOS internal commands and 

69 goto finish j;name as scount® | requires no additional support files. 

Ta SPwo ;Each ECHO" PRN produces a line feed on the 

71 echo" Prn ;printer, thus winding on the correct number. The most likely modification that many will 

72 :Three ;of lines to the top of the next label. need to make is the use of PRN. As set up it 

ie Echo =~ Pen sends output to LPT1 unless you have rerouted 
Ou . é 

75 Echo" Prn ; Trim 68 to 85 to match the your label length pve meen we elsewhere. ae usually where 

yest your printer is plugged in. It may be that you 

ao Roket. Ban have a dedicated label printer on LPT2 or even 

7O Bix on COM1 or COM2. Just change the PRN to LPT2 

79 Echo" Prn or COM1 or what ever is appropriate and the 

80 :Seven output will go to wherever you send it. 

81 Echo" Prn 

82. :Eight For the batch file aficionados there are a few 

83 Echo" Prn interesting techniques. It keeps track of the 

84 :Nine number of words per line. It can count, in 

65. Echo". Prn . this case the number of lines that have been 

36. -Finish ;There is nothing like . 

go aahe ae Bote ba net tee, <cheeecul printed. It then makes the correct number of 

88 Echo (-: HAVE A NICE DAY :-) ;batch file. blank line feeds to bring the print head up to 


the top of the next label. 


For those of you just feeling 
your way with batch files keep 
the following in mind: 


¢ Words preceded by a colon 
(:), such as :Start, are labels 
—they are place markers 
and do not get executed; i.e. 
they are places for gotos to 
go to 

¢ Variables in the environ- 
ment, such as count, are 
referred to by putting a % 
at either end so that count 
becomes %count%; this is 
the same environment that 
holds the prompt and the 
path—type SET and press 
Enter to have a look 

¢ The %1, %2, and so on that 
appear on various lines are 
the words on the command 
line: %0 is the first thing 
(in this case LBL), %1 is the 
next, and so on; the tricky 
bit is that the command 
SHIFT chops the first item 
and moves everything to 
the left by one place, thus 
%2 becomes %1 and %4 
becomes %3—in this batch 
file it is used to assemble a 
line of text, print it, then 
discard it 

e Everything after a semi- 
colon (;) is a comment and 
does not execute—the 


comments have been put 
there to help you see what 
is going on 
e The line numbers are not 
part of the batch file and 
should not copied if you are 
keying it in—they are 
there to improve readability 
Of course this need not be an 
address. It could be the labels 
on jars of preserved fruit, your 
mould collection or plants. 


With a bit of cunning you 
could embed printer codes. 
Enlarged print for the 
attention grabbers. 
Compressed type for the 
caveat emptor bits. It has 
great possibilities. 


Have a go. Let me know if you 
can work up an unusual 
application or variation to 
this. We might work up a 
prize for the most innovative. 


The rules are: 


¢ No external support files 

e It must be not more than 
twice as big as the above, 
either in lines or total bytes 

e There must be some 
signific- ant modification to 
this code 


Any takers? Sounds interesting. 
Might enter myself. O 
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Nobody Knows more about... 
S ! 
canning! 


Quality Scanning at Sensible Prices. 


$12.50! That’s all you'll pay for scanning artwork 

photos, negatives or slides up to full foolscap size. 

We'll guarantee a great result, and even give you 
the disk for free. 


Expert Advice on your own 
Scanning Equipment. 
We've got the know-how to make sure you get the 
most efficient and effective Software and Hardware 
for your individual scanning needs. 


670 2259 
michaels @ 


CAMERA ae. ——— — 














Cnr Elizabeth & Lonsdale Sts, Melbourne Fax: 600 0898 


Melbourne’s No.1 Camera & Video Dealer Established 65 years 





Built up to a standard, not down to a price! 
INTEL 486-33MHz DX VESA BUS 


+ + + + + + F  F F F HF HF HF 


Intel 486™-33MHz DX Pentium™ Overdrive Socket 
New Version 3 Zero Insertion Force (ZIF) Socket 

2 x VESA Local Bus Slots (32 Bit) 5 x ISA Slots (16 Bit) 
256K OPTI Write Back H/Speed 20ns Cache Memory 
Latest AMI Bios System (Advanced Features) 

4MB High Speed Main Memory Exp to 64MB (SIMMS) 
Panasonic 1.44MB Ultra Quality F/Drives 

Western Digital 270MB Hard Drive 13ms 128k Cache 
VESA Local Bus IDE Hard Disk Controller 

Diamond Speedstar Pro VLB 32 Bit Graphics Accel 
16.8 Mil Colours - Turbo Windows Drivers - OS2 Support 
MAG DX 15F Flat Screen Super VGA VESA Green Mon 
Fully Non-Interlaced at 1280 x 1024 - Low Radiation 
BTC Enhanced 101 Soft Touch Keyboard 

Deluxe VLB D/Top Case or Mini Tower 200 Watt P/S 
Genuine Microsoft Ergonomic Shape 2 Button Mouse 
Unconditional Warranty - 5 Yrs Labour, 2 Yrs Parts 


$2,99 


486-66 DK VERSION $3,295.00 


- UperadesPLUS 


359 CLARENDON ST STH MELBOURNE VIC 3205 


iB’ 
a 


ane Tax) 


The intel inside 
logo is a 
trademark of 
Intel Corporation 


Number Nine XE 64 PRO 4MB VLB/PCI 


VLBUS Mother Boards 
486-33Mhz SX Twin L/Bus 
486-33Mhz DX Twin L/Bus 


WESTERN DIGITAL 
270MB AT 3.5" Dr Sub 138ms 
340MB AT 3.5" Dr Sub 13ms 
420MB AT 3.5" Dr Sub 13ms 
540MB AT 3.5" Dr Sub 12ms 


Vi meEDIA VISION 
Pro Audio Spectrum 16 Stereo Sound Card..$250.00 


Robotics 


NEW Sportster 14.4k 
Fax Modem $595.00 


Panasonic cb Roms 
CR-562 B Multispin Dble Speed...$355.00 
CR-562 B AT Interface Card $45.00 


4 DIAMOND 


Stealth 24 VESA 1MB....$395.00 
Stealth Pro 2MB VESA..$695.00 
Viper 2MB VESA $850.00 


Fe a dilated TeX’ 


$35.00 
C) Fast SCSI ISA 
logic | Fast SCS! VLB 


GXE 64 1MB VLB/PCI 
GXE 64 2MB VLB/PCI 
GXE 64 PRO 2MB VLB/PCI 


MEMORY SYSTEMS wc. 

Jumbo 250MB Internal 

Trakker 250MB External 

DC 2120/250MB Tapes -5 Pack. $195.00 
10 Pack (Including Cleaning Kit...$395.00 


Quantum 

340MB Pro Drive LPS 12ms...$495.00 
Connan 
250MB Int Tape 
250MB Ext TAA 


se 
MAK: 


DX15F 15" Flat Screen 
MX17F 17" Flat Screen 


ViewSonic 
ViewSonic 15 
ViewSonic 17 


$495.00 


$325.00 
$415.00 


$445.00 

Nal 
$945.00 PRODUCT 
$1745.00 


BJ200 Bubble Jet 

BJ230 Bubble Jet 

BJC600 Colour Bubble Jet.. 
LBP4i Laser Printer 


$1345.00 
$1195.00 


PHONE (03) 699 2100 FAX (03) 699 2262 
TOLL FREE 1800 644 987 


Call us today and be upgraded tomorrow. 


Fusion Double CD 16 LX Multimedia Kit 
Fusion Dble CD 16 Multimedia Kit 

Pro 16 Multimedia Kit 

Pro 16 Ill Triple Spin 


NEC cp Roms 


CDR 84-1 Int 
CDR 500 Triple Spin Internal 
CDR 600 Triple Spin External 
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Winning with Windows—Part 8 





by Fritz Lang 


In this regular column, a number of basic 
Windows topics are explained in simple 
terms. 


The Windows Honours List 


No matter what its adversaries say, 
Windows 3.1 has been a huge success 
since its release two years ago. In 
Australia alone, it is estimated that some 
500 000 new users are attracted to it each 
year. That’s more that 1300 new users 
each day! 


While I have never read the inside story 
on how the Windows platform came into 
being, I am convinced it must have been 
a enormous effort by software design 
standards. It is then perhaps under- 
standable that the development team 
created itself a little memorial for you 
to see. Try this sequence of actions: 


e In the Program Manager, click Help, 
then About 

¢ Hold down Ctrl+Shift, and double-click 
the Windows emblem. 

e Press OK and go back to the beginning 
of this sequence. 


When going through the sequence the 
second time, you will see a waving 
Windows banner. After the third or 
fourth time, simple drawings of the main 
architects of Windows will pop up, with 
some of the names listed. I was amazed 
how long the list is! 


The Control Panel 


I sometimes wonder why so how few 
Windows users bother to look at the 

Control Panel and its many powerful 
facilities. Let me show you a few. 


Colour lets you chose from a set of pre- 
designed colour schemes. Why always use 
the same boring colours? Select something 
that you like, that is easy on your eyes. If 
you're adventurous, you can even design 
your own psychedelic desktop. 


Fonts lets you install many new printer 
fonts such as the ones you can order on a 





Shareware disk (see Part 5 of this series 


in the recent January—February issue of 
PC Update). 


Mouse gives you the option of adjusting 
your mouse response, and swap the 
mouse buttons (great for left-handed 
people). It also lets you adjust the time 
between double clicks. Newcomers to 
Windows often find it difficult to double- 
click an icon rapidly, without moving the 
mouse in between. Reducing the double- 
click speed helps them do things in a 
more leisurely fashion. 


Desktop. Click this option to change your 
wallpaper, run a screen saver, or disable 
the keyboard while you are away from 
your machine. Watch out: There are some 
not so obvious traps in Icons Spacing and 
in Sizing Grid—more about those below. 


I strongly encourage the use of screen 
savers. If you leave the same display 
on the screen overnight or over a long 
weekend, you may not need a computer 
any longer: the monitor by itself will 
do, as the weekend image may be 
permanently etched into the screen! 
Screen savers help prevent this. The 
Marquee saver, for example, lets you 
display your personalised message across 
the screen, in large colourful moving 
letters. 


International. Many applications such 
as Word for Windows or Excel can be 
made to insert dates into your text. 
Selecting Australia in this option will 
ensure that the date appears the way you 
like it. You can also fine-tune the date 
and time displays. Many people seem to 
think they are computers, and insist on 
writing calendar dates as 01/03/94. What’s 


wrong with 1/3/94? Windows lets you do it. 


Leave the List Separator symbol alone. 
It is used when importing dBase files 
into Word for Windows. If you make it 
anything other than a comma, you will 
suffer horribly, and Microsoft may not 
be able to help you. 


386 Enhanced (available only when 
Windows runs in Enhanced Mode). The 
main use of this option is to give yourself 
a properly sized swap file. Refer to Part 2 
of this series (PC Update, October 1993). 


Fixing up a Botched Program Manager 
Layout 


I encourage my customers to experiment 
with Windows. Most are too timid; I 
suppose it comes from watching too 
many bad movies dealing with robots 
and computers. The moment the robot is 
expected to solve an insoluble problem, it 
starts shivering, smoke pours out of its 
vent holes, sparks crackle out of its ears 
and eyes, and it eventually explodes. 


This is pure Hollywood hype. You can 
explore everything in Windows with 
confidence, and never cause any damage 


to your PC. However, once in a while you 
might change something and get some 
unexpected effects. 


Changing the Icon Spacing and Sizing 
Grid in the Desktop icon are two of those 
things. 


The Icon Spacing parameter determines 
how close two icons will be next to each 
other in the Program Manager (assuming 
that you have activated Auto Arrange 
under Options). With a large setting, each 
icon will demand so much elbow room 
that it will not tolerate any close neigh- 
bours. This can be somewhat disconcerting: 
Your icons keep disappearing from the 
screen. Try 75 pixels as a starting point. 


The Sizing Grid parameters define the 
appearance of your various group frames 
in the Program Manager. The Border 
Width measurement is obvious enough. It 
is usually set to about 2 pixels. The 
Granularity dimension is a little more 
insidious. Non-zero values will cause your 
application borders to behave like rubber 
bands. You pull them to one side, and 
they snap right back again the moment 
you let go. Set this value to a small 
number, like 0 or 1, and experiment. 
Setting it to a large value, e.g. 49, will 
make Windows just about useless. Oo 


User Feedback 


I recently ran a number of 
information sessions for users 
with limited Windows experience. 
Without exception, they found 
that Task Switching was the 

most effective facility to help them 
increase their productivity. While 
all found it easy to activate a new 
task (just double click an icon in 
the Program Manager), some were 
much less sure which tasks were 
currently active, and how to 
navigate between them. 


Some got horribly confused when 
activating the same task (e.g. 
Excel) twice. The following key 
combinations are useful: 


Ctrl+Esc to see the list of active 
tasks 
Alt+Tab to move from one task to 
the next in a cyclic fashion 


Hotkeys 


to jump directly to a often 
used task. 


Consult previous parts of this 
series of articles to find details on 
each of these techniques. They 
appeared from September 1993 
onwards. g 








These suppliers offer discounts 
upon presentation of your 
current Melb PC membership 
card. 


Books 


¢ Trevor Gibbs 
PO Box 675, 
Melton 3337 
“Easy DOS It”, members’ price 
$17.95 (incl. postage), 
RRP $19.95 
(03) 743 8917 

¢ Technical Book and Magazine 
Company 
299 Swanston Street, 
Melbourne. 
(03) 663 3951 

¢ Collins Booksellers 
(Technical and Academic 
Centre) 
401 Swanston Street, 
Melbourne. 
(03) 654 3144 

¢ McGills Authorised 
Newsagency 
187 Elizabeth Street, 
Melbourne. 
(03) 602 5566 

¢ RMIT Bookshop 
330 Swanston Street, 
Melbourne. 
(03) 663 5855 
Fax (03) 663 7528 

¢ Dymocks 
Midtown Plaza, Shop 2, 
246 Bourke Street, 
Melbourne. 
(03) 663 1344 
Fax (03) 663 1581 

¢ Dymocks 
Shop 209, 
Westfield Shopping Town, 
Doncaster Rd, Doncaster. 
(03) 848 7209 
Fax (03) 848 7307 

¢ Books for Computers 
20% off RRP, all computer 
books 
PO Box 245, St. Albans, 
Phone/fax Steve on 
(03) 364 1886 

e Mace Booksellers and 
Stationers 
309 Stephensons Road, 
Mount Waverley. 
(03) 807 1899 


OS/2 Software, Hardware & 
Literature 


¢ Multifunction Computing 
256 Flinders Street 
Melbourne 3000 
(03) 654 2431 


Discounts for Members 


PC Repair/Service 


¢ Bond Computer Solutions 


Unit 24, 756 Burwood 
Highway, Ferntree Gully 
(03) 752 2662, 

Fax (03) 752 3369 

PC Industries 

2 Myrtle Ave, Kew 3101. 
(03) 816 9569 

Mobile 018 55 1535 
Upgrade Technology 

43 Bradstreet Rd, 

Mt Waverley 3149. 

(03) 807 7621 

Service /Repairs at $20/hr to 
private Melb PC members, 
$35/hr to businesses with 
Melb PC members. 
(Normal rate is $55.hr) 


Hardware 
¢ Calculator King 


401 St Kilda Road Melbourne 
3004. 

Calculators: HP, Sharp, Casio, 
Canon, T. I. 

Electronic diaries: Sharp, Casio 
Palmtop PCs: HP, Sharp, 
Olivetti 

(03) 866 8753 

Sprinter Products Pty Ltd 

15 West St, 

Brookvale NSW 

(02) 038 3388, 008 809 136 
Fax (02) 938 3288 

Actix graphics Engine 32 plus 
(ISA) 

RRP $425, members’ price 
$349 

Actix graphics Engine 32 VL 
plus (Local bus) RRP $483, 
members’ price $379 

PC Industries 

Offers $50 off 386 & 486 
computers. 

(03) 816 9569 or 

Mobile 018 55 1535 


Antivirus 
¢ Cybec Pty Ltd 


Suite 3, 350 Hampton St, 
Hampton. 

(03) 521 0655, 

Fax (03) 521 0727 
Jesenco Pty Ltd 

(03) 354 6658 

10% discount on V-Buster 
PC Industries 

2 Myrtle Ave. 

Kew 3101. 

(03) 816 9569 

Mobile 018 55 1535 





PC Update « May 1994 « 17 


My Old Laptop 


have an NEC ProSpeed 386. The machine is 
good although a little bulky. The screen is a 
nice clear LCD (liquid crystal display) with a 
paper-white background. It connects on to any 
VGA colour monitor as it has a VGA card. The 
keyboard is standard sized. 

















The drawbacks 


e Support from NEC was hopeless. Once you start 
to get off easy mainstream problems or questions 
they tell you it is impossible and are not 
interested. 

¢ The cost of upgrading components is very high. 

¢ The dealer knew very little about the laptop and 
I had to show him how to add the memory card. 


The new laptops appear excellent in that they are 
small, have a resume feature so that you do not 
have to reboot each time after turning it off, have 
VGA quality in the screens and many parts are 
interchangeable. 


The ProSpeed was a great place to start as my first 
computer and it can still do nearly everything I 
want, albeit slower than the new models. Q 





Six reasons to switch to Microsoft FoxPro 2.5 


"1: dBASE Compatibility. 





For Microsoft® Windows™ users, FoxPro 2.5 is 
a true Windows-based database that lets you use 
your dBASE knowledge, data and applications. 





Making it easier 
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Member’s Free Ad 
For Sale 


By Design: Turn Word 
Perfect into a desktop 
publisher. 5.25-inch 
disks, also extra clip 
art disk, illustrated 
manual in box. 

$80 


Write Pro 5/6/7/8: 
Creative writing 
tutorial. B/in word 
processor, 5.25-inch 
disks in box. 

$70 


Norton Utilities v6.01. 
Includes: Speedisk, 
Calibrate, NCACHE 
etc, 3.5-inch disks only. 
$30 


All original software. 


Phone Chris 
(03) 489 6608 










by Ron Wilby: 


elcome again to all you beginners and 
to all the experts among our readers. 
This month we'll talk about backups 
and backup strategies. 


Backups 


By now many of you are thinking “Ron is a Backup 
Fanatic. We don’t need to bother with all that stuff, 
we'll just backup the files we used today onto some 
old floppy.” Well, ’ve been there and done that. I 
lost all my files and it took me a lot of work and a 
lot of time to get things going again. One day you'll 
need a proper backup, and you'll need it very badly. 
I had a lady on the phone recently who runs a 
secretarial business. She keeps all her customers’ 
records on single floppies, one customer, one floppy. 
Of course I was horrified and tried to explain why. 
She didn’t seem convinced, but she will be when 
someone puts the phone or some other magnetic 
device on one of those disks and she has to explain 
to her customer. 


Doug Brooke describes a “Backup” as what is 
required to get you going after a disaster. This 
involves having a “disaster recovery disk,” a 
necessity that many utility programs will help 
you to make. Parts two and three of this series 
discussed disaster or “panic” disks in some detail. 


Be sure that you are able to recover by making fwo 
of these disks, putting one in a place away from the 
computer. Be prepared for the situation where your 
computer has gone, and all you have left is your 
backup and, I hope, a cheque from the insurance 
company. 


Disk or Tape Backups 


A narrower meaning for “Backup” is a set of disks 
or tapes containing all the data and programs that 
normally reside on your hard disk. You should have 
a disaster recovery disk, a full backup of your data 
and programs and a virus scan and clean up facility. 


Earlier versions of DOS had a Backup and Restore 
facility which I have never used. It had an evil 
reputation and I have seen the disastrous results 

of other people’s attempts to use it. However, I 

note that DOS 6.0 has a new backup utility, with 
software licensed from Symantec’s Norton Division. 
Perhaps Microsoft was no happier with the old 
Backup and Restore than their customers were. 

So, those of you who upgrade to DOS 6.2 can use 
this new feature. If not, Norton Desktop or PC Tools 
each include well-tested backup utilities. These 
programs (collections or suites of programs actually) 
are not cheap, being in the $200— $300 rrp region. 
However, they do many things in addition to 
backups and are well worth considering for their 
general usefulness. Also, the backup programs can 
be purchased separately, the PC Tools version under 
the name of CP Backup. 


Tape Drive Backup 


An alternative not to be lightly dismissed is a tape 
backup drive. The cost isn’t as bad as you may 
think. Increasingly large Application programs, and 
the increasingly large hard disks they demand are 
going to need large quantities of backup floppies. 





Of course, I know you don’t need to back up your 
programs, only your data, but this is not strictly 
true. All of us tend to “customise” our Application 
programs somewhat, and therefore we need a 
complete backup. For example, a while back 

I accidentally returned all the colours on my 
wordprocessor to the original default values. 
Those colours are awful, and without a backup it 
would have taken me hours of fiddling to get back 
to “my” colours. 


Thus the tape drive may actually be cheaper, and 
it’s a lot easier to use. The cost of the tapes, which 
are called data cartridges, is about one third the 
cost of floppies of the same capacity. You set the 
tape running and go off for a coffee (or a nightcap). 
When you come back it’s all finished. Your only real 
alternative is no backup at all, in which case I 
suggest psychiatric help is needed, now or later. 


The Archive Bit 


The archive bit is a special status bit contained in 
the directory entry for every file on your hard disk. 
This bit is used to decide if a file has been changed 
since it was last backed up. When a file is changed 
or created, DOS “sets” the archive bit, so that your 
backup program knows which files have been 
changed since the last time it was used. 


Backup Methods 


Both Norton and PC Tools offer various backup 
methods. The facilities offered by PC Tools’ CP 
Backup include Full, Full Copy, Incremental and 
Differential backups. You can back up to disks or 
tape. Let’s explain the meaning of the above terms. 


Full backup means everything on your hard disk. 
The archive bits of all files are “cleared,” which 
marks them as having been backed up. Full Copy 
is the same as Full except that the archive bits are 
not changed. It is used to make a copy of your hard 
disk’s contents without changing the archive bits. 


Incremental is a partial backup containing only 
those files which have been changed or created. 
Thus, the incremental backup files can be appended 
to the last full backup. 


Differential is a different form of partial backup 
used where large files are changed frequently. 


Backup Strategies 


Until recently, by being pretty ruthless with my 
hard disk files, I had only about 30 MB in use. 
Then, my strategy was to do a full backup (all files 
on my hard disk) every Friday night. I used two 
sets of backup disks, used on alternate weeks so 
that I didn’t overwrite my last backup. Backup was 
to 1.2 MB floppies and I verified the backup data. I 
needed about twenty floppies and the process took 
about 25 minutes. I stored my last week’s backup in 
my garage, a fireproof brick building offering 
reasonable safety. Then I did an incremental backup 
every night at knock-off time usually on only one 
disk, so I had two sets of incremental disks labelled 
Saturday, Sunday etc. Whatever backup method you 
use, restore one or two directories to make 
sure your backup really works. Check that the 
restored files will actually run the program. 


Never, never, write over your last backup. 
Have two or more sets of backup disks. Make set A 


this week, set B next week, then if it turns out that 
set B is virus contaminated or otherwise corrupted, 
you can always go back a week. You will lose some 
data but not too much. I am now using a similar 
strategy with my tape drive. I do a full backup 
tape on Friday night, then from Saturday through 
Thursday I do incremental backups to another tape. 
Then when Friday comes around again, I do a total 
backup to a third tape which I store in the garage. 
Since the data cassette normally used has a 
capacity of 120 MB, you can do full backups much 
more easily and quickly than with floppies. 


Unfragmenting 


When you are working on a file repeatedly, DOS is 
not able to join your latest work exactly onto the 
end of what you did yesterday, because there is 
probably not enough room. DOS therefore writes the 
file in sections, which are scattered all over your 
hard disk. When you tell DOS to find the file, it may 
have to search for fifty or more fragments and put 
them together. This naturally slows the operation of 
your system. To find how bad the problem is, type 
CHKDSK *.* when in the root directory. 


Norton Utilities or PC Tools have programs to fix 
this problem and it is worth running them once a 
week or so. Some of these defragmenters are called 
“optimisers.” I use a program from Mace Utilities 
called UNFRAG. Takes ten minutes, nice time for a 
coffee or whatever you have late at night. DOS 6.0 
and 6.2 have a defragmenter included. 


What Hardware Do | Use? 


A question I am often asked! The answer is: 

A “Total Peripherals” 286-16 that never missed a 
beat has now been upgraded to a 486DX with 4 MB 
of RAM. Very good, solved my memory problems 
which were a worry to me. I’ve recently acquired 

a 3.5-inch floppy drive, a 250 MB hard disk and a 
Colorado tape backup drive. My colour monitor is 
an NEC Multisync 3D, four years old but a delight 
to use still. A “built like a battleship” Canon PW1080 
printer that came with my first XT, churns out 
thousands of labels and other items. Lacks the 
facilities of modern printers, but very reliable—you 
can start it on a 4-hour job and go shopping— when 
you get home it will have finished your task. Many 
printers jam five minutes after you close the door 
and go out. 


The software is all legal. WordStar 6.0, Lotus 1-2-3, 
Paradox and Quattro Pro are my main programs, 
with Quicken to take care of the finances and 
Grammatik 5.0 to tidy up such pieces as the one 
you are reading. A word of warning. If you use 
professional software, you will continually receive 
“upgrade offers.” These usually come in the form of 
brightly coloured, tempting brochures highlighting 
all the “enhancements” the new version offers. 
There are two snags here. First, you have to part 
with some money (sometimes of the order of $200) 
to get the “upgrade kit.” Worse, when you get it, 
you start a whole new learning experience that will 
take you many hours of your valuable computing 
time. Consider carefully whether the upgrade is 
worth while. You can successfully write letters on a 
word processor that has had several revisions since 
you bought it. 


Utilities 

Here I define utilities as groups or “suites” of 
programs which come under a common name. 
Examples are PC Tools, Norton Utilities, Norton 
Commander, Norton Desktop and many others. 
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PC Tools for example includes a DOS Shell file 
manager, Desktop Manager, Data Recovery, 

Hard Disk Backup, Windows Utilities and virus 
protection. This brief description hardly reveals the 
extent of the programs, which come with eight 
manuals and seventeen floppy disks (for my now 
outdated v7.1). See what I mean about a learning 
experience? This may sound complex, and it can be, 
but one of these utilities groups would be a good 
investment for many of you. Save up, go to the 
software dealers and find out which one will suit 
you. 


An extremely valuable tool is Vernon Buerg’s LIST, 
obtainable from our Shareware library. Doug Brooke 
says “I couldn’t live without LIST.” It is described as 
a “File Browsing Utility” and be assured it can do 
many things that no other program can match. 


Parking 


Two minor items to close this month’s episode. 
Some of you may have hard disks that require the 
heads to be “parked” before you turn off the power. 
Parking moves the heads away from the delicate 
data containing disk surface so that no damage can 
occur. Larger and more modern hard disks may not 
need this, but you should check your particular 
drive or play it safe and park it nevertheless. 


Surge Suppressors 


Second, a surge suppressor between the power 
point and your computer is essential and may 
cost as little as $20. Advice on these suppressors 
is available from our local Electricity Supply 
(City of Box Hill) and presumably from other 
authorities such as SEC. Buy yourself one, and 
one for the printer too, else a thunderstorm will 
get you soon! 


That’s it for this month, folks. Till next month... O 


Six reasons to switch to Microsoft FoxPro 2.5 





: 2 No PC database has the speed of FoxPro 2.5. On 
average, it’s 30 times faster than dBASE IV 1.5! 
(Micro Endeavours Inc., Nov 92). 









= ~ Making it easier 
Frontline FOXPCU12 
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Member’s Free Ad 
For Sale 


Compaq Desk Pro 
3868S, 4MB RAM, 212 
MB HDD (formated), 1 
x 3.5-inch FDD, VGA 
monitor, 5 months in 
use, warranty until 
November 1994, 
plenty of software. 

All original books and 
software, running 
DOS, Windows and 
UNIX. 

$1450 ONO 


Quantum Hard disk, 
40 MB, full height, 


new. 
$125 ONO 


Conner Hard disk, 
20 MB, half height, 
new. 

$100 ONO 


Everex 159 Memory 
board, new with 
Original book and 
software. 

$160 ONO 


14-inch Mono monitor 
with base. 
$35 ONO 


Phone Tony 
(03) 729 8433 
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oes your computer boot up with that 
wretched NumLock (should it be called 
NumbLock?) on? Some don’t mind this, 
I hate it. Here’s what you can do if you 
have DOS 6.x. 


Use your text editor (see Part 14 of this series) to 
put the line NUMLOCK OFF in your CONFIG.SYS file. 
Alternatively, you can alter the BIOS—see later. 


You DOS Have a Choice 


When we talk and write about DOS, we usually 
Microsoft’s MS-DOS. It’s the one we all buy when we 
first start or when we upgrade, sometimes to our 
sorrow, as readers of this column will know. But 
there are alternatives if Microsoft is abandoning 
MS-DOS. 


OS/2 


This is IBM’s version of what an Operating System 
should be. It was created right from Square One 
and has none of the limitations of MS-DOS. OS/2 is a 
32-bit system (DOS is 16-bit) which can use all the 
memory you can throw at it. It is fast and the High 
Performance File System will open the eyes of those 
brought up on DOS. You will be able to run all the 
Applications which will soon appear in the much 
better 32-bit format. However, OS/2 isn’t really a DOS 





alternative, it’s one level higher in Operating Systems. 


The other alternatives are Novell’s DOS 7 (used to 
be called DR DOS) and IBM’s PC-DOS 6.1. DOS 7 has 
some features not available in the Microsoft and 
IBM versions, and these may make a change worth- 
while. IBM’s PC-DOS has some features which may 
interest you, and both DOS 7 and PC-DOS have much 
better disk compression systems than Microsoft’s 
pesky DoubleSpace. 


So, what’s the answer? My view is, you should 
stick with what you have now. If you want a better 
Operating System, think very carefully about the 


hardware requirements of OS/2. It really is a step up. 


Bonking the BIOS 


Do you feel like playing with your BIOS a bit? Read 
on! As you are now studying Part 17 of this series 
you're not really a beginner, are you? So let’s have 
some fun and get some important information as 
well. But first, some revision, since some of you may 
not have read the earlier episodes of this series, and 
some (Horror) may have forgotten! 


BIOS Basics 


At switch on time, before the operating system 

can operate, we need something to start the whole 
thing, something to breathe life into our dead 
computer. This something is called the BIOS (stands 
for Basic Input Output System) and it is built into 
the computer when you buy it. For the technically 
minded, the BIOS is programmed into an EPROM 

(a large chip on the motherboard). No BIOS, no go! 
When you switch on your BIOS is ready and waiting 
and performs POST (Power On Self Test). This is 
the beeping and scraping you hear at startup. POST 
checks that your hardware is in working condition, 
and you will see on screen messages from the BIOS 
in the first half-minute or so after power on. 





—Part 17 


Running Setup 


During this POST routine, you will see a message 
like (for AMI BIOS) 


Hit DEL to run Setup. 


You must do this fairly quickly. If you miss it, press 
Ctrl+Alt+Del together and have another go. 


Other ways of entering the BIOS setup routine are 
by pressing and holding any key or by pressing 
Ctrl+Del+Esc during POST. Which one you have 
depends on your BIOS manufacturer. 


I’m describing the process for those who are using 
AMI BIOS. Other BIOS versions won't give you the 
same messages, but the steps will be similar. 
Pressing Del will get you the BIOS Setup program 
Menu. Select Standard CMOS Setup and Enter, and 
you get warnings of dire disaster. Fear not, there'll 
be no disaster unless you do silly things, and 
anyway there are default values you can select and 
load if you really mess it up. But listen to Ron and 
you won't! 


Vital Information 


Go on to the next screen and you now have a lot of 
info about all your hardware. Next, check the line 
which deals with your hard disk, the C: drive. If it 
says Type 47, USER TYPE, followed by number of 
cylinders, heads, sectors, landing zone and disk size, 
then do this and do it now! Write down every- 
thing which is there and stick it firmly to the inside 
of your computer’s case. Why? Because Type 47 is 
the “User Selected” number for hard disk details, 
and all our friendly dealers put Type 47 when they 
first install your hard disk. They then tell the BIOS 
what that means, and off you go. Just one problem! 
Only the dealer’s technician knows what he told 
the BIOS, and if you have problems three years 
after you bought the thing, and those problems 
lose the CMOS settings, will you be able to find 
that technician? So write it down! There is also 

a Shareware program in our library which saves 
these settings to a disk file. The filename is 
CMOS_RAM.EXE, and if you type CMOS_RAM at the 
prompt you will be guided through the necessary 
steps. Note that you need to install the program 
first, then run it. This creates a file with all your 
details. You must copy this file to your disaster 
floppy, ready for use when trouble comes. This 
program really works. 


Rewards for Bravery 


Now, if you’re feeling brave enough, go back to your 
menu and select Advanced CMOS Setup. Then, 


DO NOTHING 


Before you touch a key, write down everything 
that’s on the screen. You may not be able to use 
PrintScreen, because you are not yet in DOS 
(although some BIOS enable PrintScreen during 
POST), so write it down, leave it well alone or take 
the consequences with a smile. Now you will find 
quite a few things you can do to your BIOS. For 
example: 


System Boot Up Numlock 
System Boot Up CPU Speed 
System Boot Up Sequence 


set it to off. 
set it to high. 
set it to A:, C: 


Changing the boot-up CPU speed will produce 
dramatic increases in your computer’s speed. Try it. 


The System Boot Up Sequence 
is vitally important. You must 
have A: before C:, then DOS 
will look at the A: drive first 
then go on to C:. The reverse 
can be fatal. If DOS looks at C: 
first, and your hard disk has 
died, there is nowhere to go. 
You can’t use panic or disaster 
disks, they rely on DOS looking 
at the A: drive first. So make 
sure your Boot Up Sequence is 
the right way round. /Ed: If you 
do leave it with C: before A:, 
and your hard disk dies, you 
can usually get back to the 
CMOS setup and change the 
sequence to C:, A: so that you 
can boot from your disaster 
disk. The major advantage of 
not looking at the A: drive 
during the boot process is that 
you cannot be infected by a boot 


Liability Disclaimer 

All material published in this 
magazine represents the 
opinions of the authors, and 
does not carry any endorsement 
by the Management Committee 
or the Editor. We often do not 
have the resources to test 
programs or tips that are 
published here, so use them at 
your own risk. Problems or 
follow-up queries should be 
directed to the original author 
wherever possible. Melbourne 
PC User Group Inc. has no 
official connection with any 
public or commercial 
organisation and it does 

not provide product 
recommendations. Names of 
commercial products mentioned 
in this magazine are registered 
names and trademarks of their 
owners. 


Copyright Notice 


Material in this magazine may 
be copied by non-profit PC user 
groups without fee provided 
that the copyright rests with 
Melbourne PC User Group Inc., 
the copies are not used for 
commercial advantage, and 

the origins of the material and 
this permission to copy are 
acknowledged in the reprinted 
item. 


Contributions for Publication 


Authors receive no payment for 
their work, although a voucher 
for one or two disks from 

our public domain library is 
awarded in most cases. Queries 
regarding these disks should be 
directed to the Group’s Office. 
Unless specifically requested 
otherwise, all articles are made 
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sector virus when you uninten- 
tionally leave an infected disk 
in drive A:. You “pays your 
money and takes your choice” — 
nothing's perfect. —PS] 


Last thing to do is save your 
BIOS settings as the Setup 
program directs. Remember 


that you are not yet into DOS, 
so most commands will not For $ 5 0.00 per yr. 


work. 





So that’s it. You’ve been into the 
BIOS and successfully escaped. 
On second thoughts, maybe it’s 
better you leave it all alone. 
But if you can’t resist, phone 
me on (03) 873 3624 when you 
get into trouble. Reasonable 
hours please. I sit up all night 
writing this stuff so I’m not 
awake before 10 a.m. CLUB MEMBERSHIP 


actin ao IHCS provides (Melbourne Metro Aea only) 


available to other PC User ee : 
Groups for reprinting. 7 day a week service 


Authors must present a ** Free Labour on Repair 
balanced view of the subject ee WY . 
arranty Service 


matter, based on a reasonable 


period of use— if the article is ** Technical & Sales Support 


overly critical they should o— . 
submit a copy to the distributors In-Home repairs 


or manufacturers for comment. 


oe ieee pais ae For more detailed information refer page 49 
submission. Before starting a of April PC Update or Phone 381 1777 


long article, please write to the 
editor, in case someone else has 
beaten you to it. The author’s 
name must appear in the 
first paragraph of the text. 
A contact phone number will 


INTELLECT PTY LTD ACN 059 984 048 


help subeditors and readers to Six reasons to switch to Microsoft FoxPro 2.5 
contact the author. Anonymous # 
submissions are not accepted. 3 : To ols. 


Graphics: Please supply screen 
shots wherever possible in colour, 
or black and white images, 
saved in one of these formats: 
BMP, IMG, PCX, TIF, or EPS. 


Upload articles via modem as a 
file, making sure you are in the 
“PCUP” area of the BBS, and 
leave a message (not “Private”) 
for “Peter Smith” or “Ash 
Nallawalla”. Alternatively, send 
articles on any convenient 
virus-free diskette (5.25-inch or 
3.5-inch—which will not be 
returned) in ASCII format 
(unless unavoidable) with no 
formatting whatsoever to the 
Group’s PO Box. 


Viruses: Articles provided on 
virus-infected diskettes will be 
totally ignored! 





Better tools (and tools for new tasks) help you 


Rejections: Pleaca contact is get more done in less time. Plus, full mouse 


Editor if your submission is not 
published within four issues. 
Rejections are always advised 

by telephone or in writing. J 


support will make you even more productive. 


Making it easier 
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lcome again to T’n’T. Now 
that the warmer weather is 
over most of us will be 
spending a bit more time 

at the keyboard, a good opportunity to 
expand our knowledge and get control of 
these beasts. Better still, why not use the 
PC to keep tabs on the footy, it may just 
give your team that little extra to get 
through to September. 


Those who have been following this series 
would have seen last month’s tip from 
Terry Day. This time Terry shares three of 
his interesting problems and the solutions 
he has found. To top it off, TnT would not 
be complete without the usual informative 
and always entertaining tale from my 
regular subscriber, Alistair (the Llama 
tips just keep a-comin’) Lloyd. So, on with 
the show! 


DoubleSpace and Memory Managers 


» by Terry Day 


DoubleSpace has been criticised for being 
unreliable. However, in MS-DOS 6.2 a lot 
of the problems have apparently been 
fixed. When my hard disk became almost 
full, I decided to give the 6.2 version of 
DoubleSpace a trial. 


My system has a 210 MB hard disk 
partitioned into two drives—C: and D:. 
I decided to only compress drive D: for 
my first test of DoubleSpace. All went 
well during the compression phase. It 
took only an hour and I ended up with 
89 MB free, on a 105 MB partition that 
previously had only 20 MB free. 


I finished with five drives in my system — 
A:, B: (floppies), C: (uncompressed hard 
disk), D: (compressed hard disk), E: 
(CD-ROM), and F:, the physical drive on 
which the compressed drive D: existed. 
When I tried to access drive F:, I found a 
problem. If I tried to change to the drive, 
(type F: and press Enter) my computer 
locked up. 


A bit of intuition, followed by a small 
change to CONFIG.SYS showed me that the 
driver DBLSPACE.SYS did not like how it 
was being loaded into memory by my 
memory manager program RAMBOOST. 


My system uses the MS-DOS 6.2 versions 
of HIMEM and EMM386 to set up memory. 
However I use a program called 
RAMBOOST from Central Point PCTools 
Pro v9 to load device drivers, etc. into 
high memory at bootup. RAMBOOST is like 
the MS-DOS program MEMMAKER with one 
difference, with an appropriate line in 
CONFIG.SYS it checks AUTOEXEC.BAT and 
CONFIG.SYS for changes since the last 
bootup. If it finds any, it automatically 
re-optimises how to load programs into 
high memory. 


Members’ Tips ‘n’ Trick 


All of this is much more convenient that 
having to run MEMMAKER manually after 
each change to one’s system files. Most of 
the time RAMBOOST gets things right first 
try, except in this case. After about an 
hour of experiments, I found the solution 
was quite simple. By moving the line 


DEVICEHIGH=C: \DOS\DBLSPACE.SYS /MOVE 


from the bottom, where DoubleSpace 
Install had placed it, to the top of 
CONFIG.SYS, the problem vanished. 


Perhaps it is software conflicts like this 
that have generated some of the bad 
press for DoubleSpace. Since PCTools is 
such a popular program (the new version 
9 for DOS is excellent, in my opinion), 

I hope this helps anyone else who is 
planning to run MS-DOS 6.2 DoubleSpace 
and RAMBOOST. 


An Adventure with Delimited Data 
» by Alistair Lloyd 


Great, thought I, scanning through the 
bulletin boards at 3 A.M. in the morning. 
A full Zone 3 FidoNet address list, I could 
use that. So I fired up Zmodem, and into 
my arms it came. 


Unzipping revealed something new to me 
—it was a comma delimited text file, not 
easy to read, or to gain useful information 
from. Seeing this, I shut down Unzip, and 
started WordPerfect for Windows 5.1. By 
selecting the file type of ASCII-delimited 
Text File the data was converted instantly 
into a mail merge field format. Great if 
you want to dial out to over 1200 Fido 
Nodes, not so good for easy browsing. 


I moved on to Excel for Windows, here’s 
where the action started. Most of us have 
used or seen a spreadsheet, MS-Excel has 
a number of great options that are quite 
surprising. When opening my poor con- 
fused text file, I chose the “Text” button 
on the control form Excel had presented 
me. Here it gave me the option of comma, 
space, colon, tab, or any number of 
delimits that would be separating the 
data in my file. I chose comma, and voila! 
Instant spreadsheet of Text! 


I didn’t even let the screen saver activate 
before I was at it again. Excel will enable 
you to save data in a variety of fashions; 
one of them being dBASE DBF format. To 
do this, you will need a unique field 
heading on top of each column of data. In 
this case, I used NAME, SYSOP, NET_ID, 
etc. That done, each column should be 
changed to its maximum width for the 
data it contains. This can be done by 
choosing Column Width from the Format 
menu, and clicking the Best Fit command 
button. 


Now, with all data in view, it’s time to tell 
Excel that the spreadsheet is about to be 
transformed into a database. What you 
need to do is highlight all the data being 





used, including the field headings, and at 
least one blank line at the bottom. Choose 
the Set database option from the Data 
menu, and your database is born! To save 
it, simply use Save as from the File menu, 
and make sure the output option is DBF. 


And so, my bewildered text file went from 
delimited format, to mailmerge, to Excel 
spreadsheet, to database. Remember that 
the reverse can occur as well. A database 
of information can easily be “loaded” into 
Excel, and saved as a text file for use in 
the word processor of your choice. 


[Note: Al is an IT (Information Technology) 
student and works with mainframes as 
well as PCs, he knows his stuff. —RT] 


A TrueType Multimedia Upgrade 
» by Terry Day 


In January I purchased a MediaVision 
Fusion Double16 multimedia upgrade kit 
for my system. This kit is on sale at 
many stores in Melbourne. Although most 
aspects of the kit were fine, I experienced 
one software problem that puzzled me for 
a while. 


One of the Windows 3.1 programs in the 
kit is Pocket Mixer v3.2. It simulates a 
multichannel mixer for manipulating 
sounds. When I first ran it, some of its 
screen labels were illegible because they 
were being displayed in a fancy TrueType 
font that I have on my system. The 
program had no “select font” options in its 
menus, nor any hint of such an option in 
its documentation. 


After some experiments, I realised that 
the program had a very dumb way of 
selecting a font for the display of some 
of its text labels. It was simply looking 
through the [fonts] section of WIN.INI and 
selecting the first TrueType font it found 
in the list of fonts. On my system, this 
was a decorative font. 


I fixed the problem by editing WIN.INI to 
make Arial the font name at the head of 
the [fonts] segment of the file. Another 
solution is to use Windows Control Panel 
to de-install all of your TrueType fonts, 
then re-install Arial on its own (so its 
name ends up at the top of WIN.INI [fonts] 
segment), then re-install all your 
remaining fonts in one go. 


The programmer who wrote Mixer seems 
to have assumed that all Windows 
systems will remain unchanged from the 
format that is set up when Windows is 
first installed. When this is done, the 
TrueType fonts Arial, Courier and Times 
are installed and Arial will be the first 
TT font in the [fonts] list in WIN.INI. 
However, as I have experimented with a 
lot of fonts, my WIN.INI was no longer 
standard. 


This particular kit is quite popular, so if 
you purchase it and experience this 


problem, you now have a solution. 
_ The programs in another Media 
Vision software package, called 
PowerPak, also have the same 
problem. 


There is a funny story here. When 
I encountered the problem and 
requested help from the dealer who 
sold me the product, he was unable 
to assist. However, he did give me 
the phone number of Media Vision 
tech support. They too were unable 
to help, and disbelieved my 
description of the problem. 


When I found the solution, I phoned 
tech support again, to tell them 
about it. They still did not under- 
stand, so I sent them a fax of screen 
dumps, WIN.INI listings, etc. to 
support my diagnosis of the problem 
and its solution. It turned out the 
tech support man had been trying 
to diagnose my problem with an 
earlier version of the program on 
his screen! No wonder he was 
confused. 


His company had not supplied him 
with the version of the software 
that was in my kit. I must make it 
clear that the tech support guy was 
very helpful and patient, so I have 
no complaint about his honest 
attempts to help me. It seems to me 
that his company let him down by 


By changing back to the VGA driver, 
I was able to edit and print the 
document normally. Other types of 
strange behaviour have surfaced 
with Write and this driver, so I 

will be getting an updated driver 
as soon as I can. 


My reading of magazines has made 
me realise that conflicts between 
programs and screen drivers are 
quite common. However, this was 
my first encounter with one. My 
major complaint is that Problem 
with Object /Link was not a very 
informative error message for me in 
this situation. I guess this is all 
part of the fun and challenge of 
owning a computer. 


Gamesmanship in Windows 
» by Ron Taylor 


Readers of Dave Mitchell’s “Eddies” 
in PC Update will enjoy his regular 
tales of BBS gamesmanship, with 
his column in the March edition 
exposing a humorous inference of 
my “Windows bashing”. Here I will 
bare all and admit that I like 
Windows and use it regularly. But 
then, we must always make time 
for some “gameplay”. 


A few quick runs of Solitaire and 
you can usually “get it out” ina 
short time with a good score. But, 
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Themes for the 


er See 


The following topics will be used as the major 
theme for the indicated issues of PC Update. 
Please contact your Editors if you specialise in 


one (or more) of these topics and are 
interested in contributing. 


We also plan to have advertising focussing on 
these topics each month, so if you know of 
potential products or advertisers, please give 
the details to our advertising manager, Ron 


Freedman. 
June Graphics, Internet and Books 
July Databases and 

Office Productivity Tools 
August Multmedia and 

Readers Choice Awards 
September Spreadsheets and Printing 
October Games and Educational Software 
November Utilities 
December’ Wordprocessing and 


Desktop Publishing 


not keeping him up to date with the 


when playing Draw Three it’s a bit 
software he was supposed to support. 


harder. Well, that is unless you hold 
down Ctrl+Alt+Shift as you click 


These topics will not be the only ones covered, 
your PC Update will, of course contain all the 
usual departments, features and reviews. oO 


Battles: Write and my Trident 


» by Terry Day 


Some time ago, I created a 
document using Windows Write that 
contained screen images that I had 
captured to the Clipboard by using 
Alt+Print- Screen, and then pasted 
them into the document. Recently, 

I decided to update the file and 
experienced a strange problem. 


On loading the file into Write 

and attempting to move the first 
screen image further down in the 
document, I was greeted with the 
error box Problem drawing or 
printing object [OK]. When I clicked 
on OK, the image in the document 
was replaced by a rectangle 
containing a circle and a few 
diagonal lines (a bit like the 
targeting grid in a video game). 


of the document was printed. 


I tried reloading the document and — Thanks again to the contributors to 5 
printing it. The error box message this column. Time for a special note & 
Problem with object /link [OK] to users of our BBS. I see a lot of S 
appeared. The images in the very helpful tips up there, please E 
document ied eplaced with remember that we have more than & 
targeting grids”, and only the text —_ 7990 readers of this magazine and at 


After a lot of panic and some 
experiments, I determined that 
Write and my Trident 640x480x256 
video driver do not like each other. I 
had recently changed to this driver, 
after using the standard Windows 
VGA driver for the last 9 months. 





the deck, it lets you draw one card 
at a time! 


And let’s not forget good old Mine- 
sweeper? Just start it up and type: 


XY 2Z2Y 
then press Enter, then Shift+Enter 


A pixel in the uppermost left hand 
corner of your screen will light up 
whenever the mouse pointer is on a 
safe square. 


Those tricks are not my own, they 
have been around for a long time 
and the original authors are 
unknown. Still, I am sure you may 
find a use for them, as Dave would 
say, “Never give a computer an even 
break”. After all, no doubt you are 
all aware of the little “surprise” in 
Solitaire when using the deck with 
the Dealers Arm graphic. Enjoy! 


less than 2000 have access to that 
info. Most members do not have 
modems. So please post your handy 
tips to me for publication, your 
knowledge can then benefit all 
members in the posterity of 
hardcopy. It may not make you rich, 


but you will be famous! O 






ging Phas’ and 


Six reasons to switch to Microsoft FoxPro 2.5 


"4: Language Power. 





FoxPro 2.5 is packed with over 100 new 


language features, which means you spend a lot 


less time writing code. Magic for developers! 


Making it easier 
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Games — 
Amazon 


* by Ken Holmes 


he battle is between two formidable 
‘Amazons’, able to move as the queen or 
the knight in chess. Positions they leave 
become ‘used’ and are inactive obstacles on 
the board, progressively causing congestion. 






The computer’s Amazon has no strategic capacity 
but a respectable tactical ability. It analyses your 
coverage of the spaces and then assesses its own 
possible moves; for each move it calculates the 
number of moves you would have, and makes the 
move that leaves you the least number of options. 
You will find it to be quite aggressive. 


You can win by building traps and luring it in. But 
make sure you are able to escape just as your 
opponent runs out of escape routes. If you are lazy 
you may display the computer’s assessment, 
including its coverage and the number of moves it 
has left you. 


Program Listings 





To save members the effort and frustration of 
keying in listings such as this, a new area has 
been created on the Group’s BBS. The file 
AMAZON.BAS in the “PC Update Articles” area 
(area 60) contains the complete, original text of 
Ken’s program. 


HUGE 
COMPUTER 


SWAT? 


INULELS LY 
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MALVERN TOWN HALL 
cnr High St & Glenferrie Rd 


SUNDAY 15th MAY 


CAMBERWELL CIVIC CENTRE 
340 Camberwell Road 


Everyone welcome to Buy - Sell - Exchange 
9am to 5pm, Entry $2.50, stands from $6.00. 
For details phone 561 4313 or 758 0053 
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DEFINT A-Z ‘AMAZON. BAS 

DECLARE SUB Intro () DECLARE SUB Board () 
DECLARE SUB Comove():DECLARE SUB Mode(pl$,ai, 
DECLARE SUB Count (pl1$,- mS) 


aj, mS,‘ disp) 
DECLARE SUB Humove () 


DIM SHARED a(8, 8) AS STRING * 1, b(8, 8) AS STRING * 1 
‘a()="H" hum, "¢€"--comp; "c/h" used, * ° free..bD(C) packs un a 
DIM SHARED -¢(8, -8)52 m(By 3) "rent (35,.- 4. SG 

‘c(i,j)=1 if cell i,j covered. m() = 1 if cell-.is safe move 


‘ent (n,0)=column & cnt(n,1)=row of comp’s n th possible move 
‘k(n,0)=right, k(n,1)=down move of knight n th possible move 
DIM SHARED<ObS., \@3" Ba digs or, Clie 43" 77 ee ee 

‘For display of comp. analysis, chS="show", else chS$="no" 
‘dispS may be set to chs$ or to “no” 

‘plS="h" means human playing, pl$="c" means computer playing 


‘mS="c" is cover Mode, mS="m" move Mode (avoid human cover) 
k(O, 0) = -2: k(0, 1) = -1: k(1, 0) = -2: k(1, 1) = 1° Kinga 
ki2, 0) = =bkr k@ LD) =] 2) k(3,. 0) =. de kG, +4). eee 
mie UO): 2 ae bien bee Sa ee 0) Se RS Le Se ‘array 
RG, -O) -=]22 BEG. Deas. kT, 0) = 22. kt; Sa 

Ba = 5: hj = 82 et = 4¢ 6). .= 12 a(5, 8). = “H*: 2(4,.. 2) eee 
‘Start. Human (H) at 5,8 or e8, Computer (C) at 4,1 oraz; 

Intro ‘Info. & choice of eavesdrop 

Board ‘Draw board 

DOs Gg = oOo +41 ‘count move no. 

COLOR 2: LOCATE 2, 67: PRINT g: BEEP ‘print move number 
Mode "bh" iy ie °C’ >. TNO” ‘check human cover 
Humove ‘get human move 

IF chs = “show” THEN ‘1£ display req. 

LOCATE 12 2-50: PRINT “Your. cover . 

END IF: BEEP 
Mode 28" hit his. "ea" chs ‘check human cover 

tm! = TIMER + 2: DO UNTIL TIMER > tm!: LOOP ‘delay loop 

IF chs = “show” THEN 

COLOR 4: LOCATE 12, 50: PRINT “My possible moves.” 

END: -IPs.-ct = 0+ BEEP | 
Mode: "a", 267,29 "Mm" », ens ‘comp’s safe moves 
Comove ‘comp chooses best | 
If chs’ = “show”? THEN 

LOCATE .12, 50: PRINT “My cover. ”"; BEEP 

Mode. *e*, -c1;) Cj. *c",. *show* ‘comp’s cover 

END IF 

LOOP 

SUB Board 

COLOR 27 .0seLS LOCATE 1, 19: PRINT “AMAZON CHESS” 

COLOR 2, 0: LOCATE 2, 53: PRINT “Move number ”: COLOR 4 
PRINT *“ 1 y 3 4 5 6 Yj 3" = COROR 5 
PRINT. ? 2 3 SS SS a Se Se eee ee eee " 

FOR j = 1 TO 8: COLOR 4: PRINT CHRS(j + 96); COLOR 5 

PRINT * | | | | | | | | oe 
PRINT *“ | =--=) S42 | ---- | —=- = | - 49S ae 

NEXT 

LOCATE CSRLIN - 1: COLOR 5 
PRIN * ed e333 Se Se eS SS Se ee SSS = Sa ee < 

COLOR 4: SHOGATE  3.+ 2% cy, 1 + 5% eis ere 

COLOR 2: LOCATE.3 + 2.* hj, 1+ 5 * hey eee 

LOCATE 4, 51: PRINT “Enter move, eg. a3.” 

LOCATE 5, 50: PRINT “Just Enter to resign.” 

END SUB 

SUB Comove ‘check poss. moves to leave min. moves for human 

Wah =. 3 Os Gatei-g ey) es Se" ‘comp. square vacated. save a() 

FOR; 1:= 1. 7T0 8: FOR j = 1 TO 8: b(1l, 3) =:48 Jena 

FOR Wi -= 1 TOcct ‘all possible moves 
ba enti. -.O) 2 <tr Ss Che in, 1) ‘retrieve move 
Mode. °e*> "tis a, -"S",.. no" ‘comp. cover 
oth, = 0: "Mede-*h", hi, hy, "Mm"; “ne” ‘human’s moves 
IF cth < min THEN 

Win = Cont. am = 02 si = “EF ‘best move so far 
END IF ‘refresh a() 
FOR i = 1 TO 8: FOR j = 1 TO 8: a(i, j)=bGQ,- FE NERS Nes 

NEXT 

GOLOR 4: adam, jm) = *C” ‘confirm comp move 

LOCATE. 3 + 25% 3m, .1 4+ 5:°* im: PRINT *c* 

LOCATE 3 +.2.*-Gj, 1:+ 5 * ci:. PRINT “c"%? €22- S42) 225m 

IF chS = “no” THEN EXIT SUB ‘blind, skip display 

LOCATE 15, 50: PRINT “Your possible moves. ”; min 

Mode Cc", Cu, ey; ~e";. *"show” ‘display comp cover 

END SUB 

SUB Count (pls, mS) ’records/counts cover or moves 

IF ms = “ag” THEN ‘move Mode 


AMAZON.BAS, continued on facing page 


PEAS tag. 3° = 0 THEN ‘if not covered by opponent 
Pray LS SC" THEN ‘record & count comp moves 
fis.) ake” Che = Ob +-Teanttct, 0) = 1:. cnt (che 
BSE cs cth- = 'cth-+ 1 ‘count moves left for human 
END IF 
END IF 
Bows ees py eS ‘cover Mode 
END IF 
END SUB 
SUB Humove ‘gets human player move, checks legality 
BO} sBeEP = COLOR 2:3. SLOCATE -7;° 53: INPUT “YOUR: move 74" s-ae 
Pegs os, "THEN ‘just Enter resigns 
COLOR 4:LOCATE 22:PRINT “Computer wins! Thanks for game” 
BEEPS: DO: LOOP: WHLLE “INKEYS = “”: CLS. : ‘END 
END cle: LOCATE 7 ,..50:. PRINT ™ Please wait a 
POCcATa 15 -S0: PRINT SPC (26:):;2:hk= ASC (RIGHTS (g$,;-.1t> ==48 
hij: ASC tLLCASESALEFTS (gS; <1)-)). .- -96 


‘proposal only accepted if onboard & put in c() by SUB Mode 
LOOP UNTIL hk<9 AND hk>0 AND hl<9 AND hl1>0 AND c(hk,h1)>0 
Sole 2S DOCATE. 3 4.2 °*) bj, -l'* 5) * ha: PRINT *h’ -'veeape 
Ant eae ys = ee Steak, TL) Se Se cha SARs hy. = hl 

DOCKS. 3+ 2 2ohyy~i-+ 5: * hi:s-PRENT *H? ‘display move 


END SUB 
SUB “RETO 
COLOR 7. 3) CLS -+ LOCATE 2, 37% PRINT: °AMAZON.”:. PRINT 


PRINT “ Copy here the article in PC Update May 1994" 
PRINT ” Idea per Tim Hartnell, Your Computer, Jan, 1991" 
PRINT “(You moved lst, comp copied every move and won!)” 
PRINT .* Ken Holmes, (03) 583 1504" 

PRINT ” Press ‘b’ to play blind or any key to eavesdrop" 
DO: kS*-s, DNKBYS:: LOOP: WHILE. ks. =—*" 


ie KS: =. “Db” THEN CHS, =. "no" ELSE chs =. “shew” 

END SUB 

SUB Mode (plS$, ai, aj, mS, disp$) ‘checks cover /safe moves 
Tews: = “Se” “THEM ‘cover Mode, zero c() 
YOR7a-=-1-TO; 8:8hOR-4 2 4°80 8s. c(i, 3) =O NEXT: NEXT 
ELSE ‘move Mode, zero m() 


FOR i = 1 TO 8: FOR 3 
END IF 
Pond = 0 TO Pet Sat + k(q, 08> G =-aj +:ktq;° 1) ‘knight 
IF i > 0 AND i < 9 AND j > 0 AND j < 9 THEN ‘on board 


1 O32 m4, JF = Oe NEXT: NEXT 


LP ati, 3 its. Be TREN ‘human vulnerable 
LOCATE 22: PRINT “You are vulnerable. Computer wins.” 
BEEP: DO: LOOP WHILE INKEYS = ‘*”: END 

END: LF 


TF a(i, j) < “A” THEN Count pls, mS ‘free square 
END IF 


NEXT 
FOR si = -1 TO 1: FOR sj = -1 TO 1 ‘castle & bishop moves 
LP -2>.0. OR Ss <> 0- THEN ‘skip 0,0 move 
POR nh. =<1L PO 7221 = al 4-Ssi.* nn: j = ajy-seeo”* poo 
IF 4 > 0 AND ~i <-9 AND j > 0 AND j < 9 THEN’ “on béare 
LPeata, “yi. =H” THEN 
LOCATE 22: PRINT “You are vulnerable. Computer wins.” 
BEEP: DO: LOOP WHILE INKEYS = “*”: END 
END IF 
if ati, T)e.” *: THEN. EXIT -FOR ‘used square 
Count pis; as ‘free square 
ELSE: : EXIT FOR ‘ott beard 
END IF 
NEXT 
END IF 
NEXT: NEXT 
LP “pleco” AND ct:.= 0: THEN ‘comp has no moves 
COLOR 4: LOCATE 22: PRINT “Computer loses. 
Congratulations” 
BEEP: DO: LOOP WHILE INKEYS = *”: END 
END IF 
tre-disps ‘= “no” THEN EXIT SUB ‘if blind, skip display 
IF pl$ = “h” THEN COLOR 2 ELSE COLOR 4 ‘green hum, red comp 
POR. = 2. PO. Rs. POR 7 \=)-1:- 20.8 ‘whole board 
feat, 4) <A” THEN ‘free squares only 
POCATS (3-402 *' 4, 14+ 5 -* a 
Pons = “e" THEN ‘human or comp cover 
fieeeta, )).-2- t+ THEN PRINT ***" 
Peed, 44) = 0 THEN PRINT. * ” 
ELSE 
ces mi; 7). -e..1.-THEN PRINT **”" ‘comp moves 
Peat i; 9) = OU THEN PRINT’. -* 
END IF 
END IF 
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by Albert Chong 


ve got a Bondwell B310 

laptop, a 286 with 1 MB of 

RAM and a 40 MB hard disk. 

It is adequate for what I use 
it for: mainly word processing, 
spreadsheeting, and an emergency 
backup computer. 


It is now getting to be quite old; 
about five years. Believe it or not, 
I actually have to hit the thing 
(well, give it a firm tap) to get the 
hard drive to start working. From 
then on, it works fine with no 
problems. Weird! 


What really gets my goat is its 
really crummy CGA screen—really 
awful to look at! In bad lighting 
you can hardly make out the 
characters. Thank God for spell 
checkers. So my advice is to 
always make sure the screen is 
clear in all lighting conditions. 
Also the battery life really sucks— 
so I don’t use the batteries, just 
very l-o-n-g extension cords! O 


Six reasons to switch to Microsoft FoxPro 2.5 


"5: Transportability. 





Available for MS-DOS® & Microsoft® Windows™ 
the cross-platform capability of FoxPro 2.5 lets 


you transport applications between them. 


Microsoft 


Making it easier 


Frontline FOXPCU12 
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[Ed: The following comments were sent to 
PC Update by two regulars in Compu- 
Serve’s PACFORUM. Les Bell is best known 
to us as a former editor of Your Computer 
and Ron Wilkinson is a former senior 
executive with Television New Zealand 
and an experienced traveller.—AN] 





by Les Bell 


ometimes they’re too darn 
portable. I remember checking 
into a hotel in London early one 
morning with a Toshiba 3100— 
their first AT-compatible portable. I had 
to hop off to work, but my room wasn’t 
ready so I asked them to store my 
suitcase and the Tosh in the luggage 
room. Handing over the Cordura bag, I 
told the porter, “Careful with that, it’s a 
computer” — which of course is a bit like 
saying, “Careful with that, it’s a bag full 
of money”. 





I returned that evening and asked them 
to bring my bags up. Imagine my surprise 
(?!?) when the suitcase turned up, but no 
Toshiba! Imagine the hotel’s surprise 
when the porter didn’t turn up for work 
next day, and the police’s when the 
address he had given turned out to be 
non-existent! 


My advice? Put your portable in as plain 
a bag as possible. Flash bags with the 
manufacturer’s name emblazoned across 
them are a dead giveaway. I’d recommend 
a sports bag with some ripe socks on top 
to discourage anyone from exploring 
further. 


A couple of other hints for travellers: 


e Pick up a plug adapter at the airport 
duty-free store on departure— overseas 
hotels can’t always cope with 
Australian plugs. 








by Ron Wilkinson 


t is essential to purchase any electric 
power plug adaptors and converters 
before you leave your home country. 
Other countries will have stocks, but 
most times they are to adapt their power 
plugs to your version and to convert from 
their power to yours. 





On the other hand any phone connection 
plugs and cords are best purchased when 
you arrive in the other country. So find 
out as much as you can in advance as to 
where you might get these and how close 
one of those outlets is to where you are 
staying. An alternative is to identify the 


e X-Ray machines don’t affect disks— 
floppy or hard. 

e When travelling on the London 
underground — or other electric trains — 
don’t sit over the bogies where the 
electric motors are; they produce strong 
electromagnetic fields. I’m told (?) that 
the second carriage on London 
Underground trains is usually 
non-motorised. 

e If you need mains power for your 
machine, put the power cord in your 
bag, as you may be asked by airport 
security to demonstrate that the 
machine can be operated. 

¢ On aircraft, do not operate your 
notebook during climb and descent. 
Ask the cabin crew whether the airline 
allows operation of computers on board 
(they may ask the captain for 
permission). 


[Ed: The above remark caused some 
discussion, to which Les added the 
following lines. —AN] 


Well, it’s a generalisation they use 
because a) they don’t know just what 
personal equipment will interfere with 
just what airline equipment and b) even 
if they did know, most of the public 
wouldn’t understand anyway<g>. 


It depends, in the case of laptops, just 
how well they are screened; some are, 
some aren’t. I know that my aircraft band 
transceiver becomes unusable on certain 
frequencies if my computer is powered up. 
Pity; I often want to listen to ATC, for 
example, when the Beech Starship was 
orbiting the harbour recently, but I don’t 
have time to power down the computer 
(bug caches and OS/2, you see). 


Phones are prohibited for reasons to do 
with cell blanketing as well as 
interference with aircraft equipment. 
Susceptibility to interference may have 


Portable Computers 


necessary gear as the same as for another 
country for which you have made 
purchases. 


Check in advance with someone in the 
country you are visiting on the type of 
jack points and power supply. If you will 
working out of a hotel, call the duty 
manager and ask for the information— 
especially try to establish what 
unexpected difficulties might be in your 
way. 


If you plan to operate phone and modem 
off the same jack for a reasonable period 
of time, consider obtaining a double plug 
of some time and run them both 

connected to the outlet at the same time. 





something to do with the way the 
equipment works. ADFs for example, are 
well known for pointing to the nearest 
thunderstorm (mobile NDBs); they could 
easily point to a local RF source in certain 
circumstances. The VOR works by making 
phase measurements; it’s not so 
susceptible to interference but could still 
be screwed up in certain circumstances. 


[Why is navigation unimportant at 
cruising altitudes?] Not unimportant; it’s 
just that there’s more time to recognise 
that something’s wrong and diagnose the 
problem in the cruise. Also navigation 
tolerances are not so tight as they are, for 
example, during a low ILS. I dread to 
think of what might happen if there was 
interference during the last few feet of a 
Cat IJ/III autoland approach. 


But the real reason for banning laptops is 
(and always has been) the observation 
that the only people who use laptops on 
board aircraft are self-important little 
dweebs who are trying to impress the rest 
of us into believing that their time is so 
valuable that they cannot even stop 
working for the duration of a 55-minute 
flight [from Sydney] to Melbourne. If they 
really were as successful as they would 
like us to believe, they would of course be 
able to organise sufficient time to travel 
with some style and relax a bit. I can 
only say it’s a pity that P&O don’t run a 
regular cruise liner down the coast and 
across to Adelaide, for example—now 
that would be the way to travel and one 
could, of course, use one’s laptop in the 
privacy of one’s cabin, purely to deal with 
one’s social correspondence, of course. 


On longer flights, for example, to London, 
anyone with any sense lays off the free 
booze and food, pops a pill and sleeps 
most of the way, anyway. gO 


Be prepared for the computer to not 
recognise the dial tone from the telephone 
system—be armed with the necessary 
information to put into the string to force 
the modem not to listen for the dial tone. 


If you are working from a client’s 
premises, who is to pay for your modem 
calls—you or the client? Make sure this 
is clear in advance and if you are to pay, 
ensure that you have a clear agreement 
on when payment is to be made and what 
sort of data is to be supplied to support it. 


Ensure you have virus killers with you 


and also access to a clean boot floppy. g 


Portable PCs 





by Peter Young 


aving used a Notebook PC 

for the last three years it 

is amazing how much they 

have changed in their 
power and functionality. These days 
you can buy a Notebook PC that is 
no larger than an A4 page; only 
about an inch-and-a-half thick; and 
has as much computing power as 
high-end desktop systems. 


The first portable I used was a 
Sharp 286 notebook PC, that had a 
monochrome LCD screen. Here lies 
the first problem with using a 
notebook. Depending on the light 
conditions and the angle you were 
looking at the screen, it was often 
difficult and eye-straining to see 
everything as you worked. Secondly, 
this machine was fitted with only a 
20 MB Hard Disk which very 
quickly filled up. This gave me my 
first exposure to disk compression, 
for we used SuperStor to double the 
hard disk space. However, on the 
286, this also slowed the machine 
down significantly. Battery life on 
the Sharp was at the very best two 
hours, and I found that more often 
than not, the PC was being used 
whilst plugged in. Despite the 
difficulties, there were many times 
when it was invaluable, in being 
able to solve problems out on-site 
where there was either no PC or else 
the PC there didn’t have the 
software needed. 


The main application I was using on 
the PC was Lotus 1-2-3 version 2. 
When I upgraded to Lotus version 3, 
there was an immediate problem. 
The Sharp 286 was just too slow to 
run the new version. So, as so often 
happens to many of us, upgrading 
software necessitates an upgrade in 
hardware. This time I got a Toshiba 
T1850C. This was a 386SX but with 
one important difference. It had a 
colour screen. This has made a huge 


difference in the comfort level of use. 
In fact I use a Notebook now much 
more often that I ever use a desktop 
system. The Toshiba was a more 
robust PC than the Sharp and had a 
much better keyboard in both feel 
and layout. Whilst not being blind- 
ingly fast, it was adequate to run 
the larger applications that were 
becoming available and had more 
memory. The hard disk in the 
Toshiba was 80 MB which seemed 
huge at the time and was rarely 
more than half full. The battery life 
was similar to the Sharp and so was 
only used when there was no AC 
power supply available. 


The next upgrade was also caused 
by software. After installing Windows 
and the Microsoft Office packages on 
the Toshiba, there was precious little 
of that “huge” 80 MB left. Windows 
was also now taxing the power of 
the 386SX processor, so it was time 
to upgrade to a Toshiba T1900C 
Notebook. This was very similar in 
look and feel to the previous Toshiba, 
but had a 486 processor and a 200 
MB hard disk. The screen was also 
improved and whilst still not as good 
as the monitor on a desktop system, 
it is certainly very usable. The new 
Toshiba came with a PCMCIA slot for 
upgrade cards and so it was fitted 
with a Card Modem. This has 
proved to be an excellent purchase 
for a portable PC as it has been able 
to dial into desktop PCs to exchange 
information. 


Using a portable PC has been a 
huge benefit to productivity, saving 
countless hours to perform tedious 
manual tasks where there was no 
PC available before. It has also 
made decision-making better by 
allowing me to have more informa- 
tion available at the place where the 
decision were being made. While 
portable PCs don’t replace desktops, 
the latest Notebook PCs are so good 
in their screens, power and 


functionality that they come close. OU 


HARDWARE REPAIRS 
MAINTENANCE & UPGRADES 
ALL IBM COMPATIBLES 
PRINTERS inc. LASERS - Most makes 


(Brother & Canon specialists) 


On-Site service or call SOF BIER UD 


After hours & emergency service 


BOND scunon: 


D.P. Systems Engineering Services Pty Ltd (ACN 005 714 134) 


Phone 752 2662 


FOX 


752 3369 


New Address: Unit 24 756 Burwood Hwy FERNTREE GULLY VIC 3156 
Discount for Melbourne PC User Group members 
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Dragonlore Multimedia 


CD-ROM Bureau Service 
CD-ROM Mastering 
CD-ROM Replication 

Mass Storage on CD-ROM 
® Database Copying 


®@ Archiving 
@ Backups 















A wide selection of CD-ROM software and hardware 


Suite 23, 458 St.Kilda Road Melbourne. 3004 
P.O. Box 7511, Melbourne. 3004 
Phone (03) 820 4100 Fax (03) 867 6206 


INSTANT 
acrid oti 













IT FIRST 


ANTI-VIRAL SOFTWARE BY CYBEC 
Version E7.4 Telephone (03) 521 0655 


ANTI-VIRAL SOFTWARE BY CYBEC PTY LTD 
Suite 3, 350 Hampton Street, Hampton, Vic. 3188 
PO Box 205, Hampton, Vic. 3188 
Tel: (03) 521 0655 Fax: (03) 521 0727 


Six reasons to switch to Microsoft FoxPro 2.5 


"6: Leadership. 





Microsoft" has become the world’s leading supplier of PC software 
= #| by developing superior, rigorously tested 

{> products like FoxPro 2.5. For more information 

| please call the Microsoft Sales Information Centre 

on (02) 870 2100. 





Making it easier 


Frontline FOXPCU12 
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The Amazing InnovACE Notebook 










hen you buy your first 
notebook Computer, how will 
you decide between one and 
the next? How would you 
ascertain from the range available, what 
one will do that others won’t? This may 
help you know where to begin looking. 


After using the InnovACE 486 Dual-Scan 
STN 320 for a week, on a variety of tasks 
from programming to word processing 
and manipulating databases, I’ve arrived 
at a very definite conclusion. If I was 
making that purchasing decision now, 

I would be putting my money on the 


InnovACE HyperBook 320. Picture page 1. 


This machine has power I wouldn’t have 
believed existed in such a small box. Its 
performance rated so far ahead of my 
memory-laden 25 MHz 386 desktop unit 
that comparisons became a joke. It 
performed well enough against the very 
powerful PC Update Production Machine 
(66 MHz 486) to warrant the conclusion 
that it would suit me perfectly for a 
standby production machine. Fancy 
producing a 60—80 page magazine on 

a computer small enough to fit in your 
briefcase. It could be done on the 
InnovACE 320 with few limitations. 
Most of those would be removed with the 
installation of a larger capacity hard disk 
but unfortunately I doubt there would be 
enough room inside to allow installation 
of the HP Scanner card. 


One feature worth noting is that it will 
run our 20 inch Sony Trinitron monitor 
simultaneously with its own LCD display. 
You simply plug the external monitor into 
the back of the notebook, nothing more 
than that. 


The InnovACE has many other special 
features too, like its upgradable CPU. 
You can start with a medium-power, 
lower-cost processor such as an SX/25 
and as your requirement for power grows, 
upgrade to the AMD 486DX/40 (reviewed) 
or Intel’s i486DX2/50 or even the 
i486DX/66. It also has a PCMCIA slot, 
enabling you to insert two Type II or one 
Type III PCMCIA cards. This would be 
handy in a situation where several users 
shared the machine, say in an office 
environment where it might be used for 
field trips. Each user could have their 
own ATA hard disk. The PCMCIA slot 
also enables use of a Fax/Modem card, 

or LAN card or Adaptec’s SlimSCSI 
PCMCIA-to-SCSI adapter. 


Over and above that, the standard 

130 MB hard disk is removable. So again, 
several users could each have a personal 
hard disk. I was not able to test any 
PCMCIA cards and can’t confirm that two 
Type II cards will go in together without 
any problems. The space is very small. 


The Keyboard 


As I expected it was hard teaching my 
truck driver fingers that the arrow keys, 
PgUp, PgDn, Home, End and Delete keys 
are all located in different positions. I got 
used to it surprisingly quickly though and 
found if I used only the notebook for 
extended periods it became much easier. 
One thing about the keys is that they are 
not tiny or fiddly; So when you hit a key 
you don’t hit the one beside it. The 
keyboard is essentially full size although 
by necessity there is no wasted space 
between keys. The Shift, Ctrl and Alt 
keys are all positioned correctly. There is 
a special function key located between the 
Alt key and spacebar, enabling dupli- 
cation of use of four of the centrally 
located keys as cursor movement keys. 


One nice feature of the keyboard is that 
if you leave the Num Lock key off, the 
numeric keypad is disabled. Presumably 
that’s for clumsy typists who might 
accidently hit those keys located beside 
the trackball, or rest their arm on the 
front of the unit, forgetting theyre not 
at their desk. 


The Trackball 


Is there any trackball in existence that’s 
easy to use? I find this aspect of portable 
computing a pain. However, one can plug 
a real mouse into the PS/2 mouse port on 
the back of the InnovACE, so the problem 
becomes less significant. The trackball on 
this machine rolls very easily and doesn’t 
require any pressure but I found myself 
using the left hand to press the buttons. 
That was clumsy but once again, it may 
be just my big fingers. 


How It Compares 


For a comparison I set up a test to build 
a 54 MB database. This test used an 
existing 5.4 MB file containing 10,000 
records and it was built up to 100,000 
records; ten times its original size. The 
test was run on both the PC Update 
desktop unit and the notebook. It 
included a wide variety of activities, from 
some very intensive disk reads and writes 
to some hefty work by the CPU. In the 
process of building names for the new 
data file records I included lots of array 
manipulation on the contents of the 
database and generally devised the test 
to be what I considered, a good, all-round 
measure of performance in a fairly 
demanding, day-to-day situation. The 
notebook was running Windows for 
Workgroups and the desktop unit runs 
Windows 3.1. The database development 
package was Foxpro for Windows Ver?2.5. 
Both machines ran the same program 

on the same data file. 


The desktop unit has 16 MB RAM, a 
fast SCSI hard disk with the very fast 
Adaptec VL SCSI Master installed. It 


packs some punch. On the other hand 
the notebook has 4 MB RAM, it doesn’t 
have a fast SCSI drive and there are 
several other major differences. 


However, even though for those reasons 
this wasn’t a very scientific experiment, 
I was surprised to see the notebook 
perform much better than expected. 

The big machine completed the task in 
34 minutes and the notebook took just 
under 48 minutes. A significant aspect 
of this exercise was that the notebook ran 
what was a fairly demanding test power 
wise, all on its battery power—I left the 
charger unplugged for the duration. 


Battery Life 


The stated battery life for this particular 
model (STN 320) is 1.3 hours. The battery 
warning signal came on just at the end of 
the database test (at the 43 minute mark) 
and this was considerably earlier than 
promised by the manual. So I let it finish, 
exited Windows, played around with 
Xtree for a while, then went back into 
Windows and allowed it to run the 
Anabelle Bits slide show several times 
until finally it died, exactly one hour 

and 20 minutes after I switched it on. 


The InnovACE 320 has a screen blanker 
that cuts off the display to conserve 

the battery after about 2—3 minutes of 
no keyboard activity. However, I was 
reporting progress to the screen as well 
as to a separate file, so the screen was 
active and displayed all the way through 
the test. Despite that, the battery lasted 
the entire distance. That’s good —because 
it appears the battery life is based upon 
hard work, rather than on it performing 
some less demanding activities. 


Home Network 


By plugging a cable into the back of the 
InnovACE notebook you can have a ready 
made network with this little wonder. 
Using something like a Murrumbeena 
LAN (if there is anything that compares) 
you can connect the InnovACE notebook 
to your main machine via the parallel 
port and avoid all that copying of files 
back and forth. How we have advanced 
in a just a few years—its now possible 
to pick up part of your office computer 
network, carry it in your briefcase to 
visit a client and discuss business in 
blazing colour. 


Upgradable Screens Too! 


The InnovACE 300 Series allows you to 
start with a mono screen and upgrade to 
colour. The demonstration unit has the 
Dual-Scan STN colour LCD which is the 
best colour I’ve seen on a portable. This 
unit has only 4 MB RAM but you can 
increase it to 20 MB. Having a removable 
hard disk enables a measure of security 
and ease of sharing. 


Other features are included in the adjacent table. This range 
was released in April 1994 and the RRP of the machine 
reviewed is $4775. Obviously if you start with a lower-powered 
processor, the price will vary. Supply may also be a factor. 


The InnovACE Hyperbook 300 Series is sold by Anabelle Bits 
Pty Ltd, a wholly Australian owned company with its head 
office located in Sydney. Anabelle Bits is AS 3902-accredited 
and has offices and/or representation throughout Australia. It 
is also a major sponsor of PC Update and supplied us with 
some very powerful production equipment. If you are in the 
market for a good notebook, you would be hard pressed 

to find a more helpful and courteous bunch of people. 


Machine supplied by: 
Anabelle Bits Pty Ltd 
Unit 7, 5-15 Dunning Avenue 
Rosebery, NSW. 2018 
Phone: (02) 313 6155 


Fax: (02) 313 61438 QO 





AJAX COMPUTER SERVICES 


Call us for friendly service and 
the best prices on IBM Compatible 
Computer Systems, Printers and Peripherals  4-C:SYSTEMS 





This month’s Specials on Dot Matrix Printers: 


Quality, Japanese 24-pin Printer - $295.00 
Epson LX-100 9-pin Printer with 
50 sheet CSF and Tractor feed - $225.00 


Phone: 853 9134 
Fax: 853 7850 






Ajax Computer Services 
72 Willsmere Rd., Kew. 3121 














A Special Insurance Policy, just for Melb PC Members 


Major policy features: 7 
* New for old replacement, up to 7 years old 


* Full accidental damage cover, including fire, 
flood, lightning, power surge, burglary, etc. 


For $220 per annum (normal price to 
non-members is $300) you can insure 
your system. 


Your system can be valued at up to 
$7000, which includes the processor, 









coe BUT We can help 
ease the pain 
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The /nnovACE Hyperbook 320 Notebook 


CPU AMD 486DX40 MHz Upgradable to 
any 486 5-volt CPU 
RAM 4 MB Standard. Expandable to 20 MB 


Cache Memory 8 KB internal cache. Integrated math coprocessor 


LCD 9.5 inch diagonally, Dual-Scan colour LCD Video 
Local Bus, simultaneous display. 
512 kB display RAM. 
Internal FDD 1 x 1.44 MB floppy disk drive 
Keyboard and 84 keys standard size keyboard, 10 function keys 
Numeric inverted “T” arrow key, built-in numeric keypad. 
External 
Keyboard Port 1 x external keyboard port 
Hard Disk 130 MB standard—removable and upgradable to 
Drive 2.5 inch highest capacity. 
Trackball Built-in Logitech 16 mm trackball 
Ports 2 x serial port, 1 x parallel port 
External VGA, 640 x 480, 256 colours, or 
Monitor Port 1024 x 768, 16 colours 
PCMCIA 2 x Type II or 1 x Type III PC Cards 


Power Supply NiCad / NiMH rechargeable battery pack. 
Optional secondary battery pack 


1.3 hours battery life. 


Size 226 mm x 295 mm x 52 mm 

Weight Under 3 kg 

AC/DC Adaptor Turbo charge, 70 minutes 

Accessories Carry bag, SCSI cable, keyboard adapter, car 
adapter. 

Rec Retail $4775.00 (incl. tax) — for the unit reviewed. 


We can't prevent catastrophes... 





screen, keyboard and attached 


devices such as a modem, tape drive 


and printer. 


(Above $7000 value a higher premium 
applies) 


* Full electrical/mechanical breakdown cover -- 
no maintenance agreement required. 


* Cover for corruption of data, without physical 
loss (such as from a power surge). 


* All claims are subject to an excess of just $200. 


For more informanton contact Sanay Hunter at 








—=— Be — HORIZON INSURANCE BROKERS PTY LTD 
PO Box 136, Heidelberg, 3084 Phone (03)459 94171, Fax 03) 458 3285 
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SID: A Useful 
DR-DOS Asset 





by Max Chandivert 





n updating recently to a 486 I 
chose the DR-DOS 6.0 operating 
system and have had no reason 
to regret the choice. Most 
commands are similar to those in MS-DOS; 
some are more versatile or more powerful. 





The program differing most from its 
MS-DOS equivalent is perhaps SID.EXE, the 
debugging tool. Not only do some SID 
commands differ from DEBUG commands, 
but in some cases the same letter 
represents different commands in both, 
which is rather confusing. 


I often used DEBUG to assemble small 
COM files from an ASCII .SCR script file 
and I was keen to do the same with SID. 
The DR-DOS manual information on SID is 
very succint and SID’s online help 
(supplied by ? and ??) is even shorter. 


The process I was trying to create 
presented a number of problems: 


e There is no N (name) command in SID, 
but the name can appear on the line 
invoking SID and it can also appear 
after the W (write) command. 

¢ Updating the CX register contents with 
the length of the file is done with the 
X command, but SID insists on scrolling 
the contents of all CPU registers—a 
period in the line following the CX new 
value fixes that. 

e As far as I can see, the W command, 
unlike the DEBUG one, does not accept 





Listing 1 





Q 


Listing 2 


Copyright 





No file 
as a parameter the #0100 
length of the file to 0O9AE:0100 MOV 
be written to disk O9AE:0102 MOV 
—SID requires the ae Oe INT 
O9AE:0106 INT 
addresses of the 
pa O9AE:0108 
beginning and end HXCK 
of the assembled CX 0000 0008 
file. DX 0000 . 
‘ #WBELL.COM,CS 
When assembling #0 


manually that is no 
problem, since the 
segment identification in CS is readable 
on the screen. However, this is a problem 
when trying to process a script file 
automatically because we do not know the 
segment that SID is going to choose. At 
least it was a problem until I tried using 
the register name instead of its content, 
and Bingo! SID was off. 


Listing 1 is the script file, BELL.SCR, a 
very simple example intended to make 
the program BELL.COM that causes an 
Epson printer to beep. The comments are 


Digital Diaries 





by Richard Thompson 


have owned two Digital Diaries/ 
Electronic Organisers: a Casio SF 
7500 and a Sharp IQ8000 and used 
them both for personal and business 
appointments and notes. Now I use only 
the IQ8000 because it is a better machine 
for my needs and has the edge in functions. 


The following is by way of comparing 
them, but keep in mind that both are now 
old and short on memory (64 kB); for that 
reason I have made my comments general 
and applicable to later models. 


First I feel that, if it’s not love/gadget- 
attraction at first sight, you are usually 
better off sticking to a pocket paper diary 
and pen. I say that because, if you don’t 
want to use it all the time, you end up 
with two diaries and one mess. Personally 
I usually hear them calling my name 
softly when I pass them. 


Initially it takes a while to get into the 
swing of entering appointments and 
information. For the majority of tasks 
(such as memos and scheduling 
appointments) it usually takes longer to 
key in the data than it would to write it 
down on paper. However, once that data 
is in there it can be accessed, modified, 
and twisted to your heart’s content. For 
me that is the greatest advantage of 
digital diaries. When I want to change 
an appointment date or time it is always 
quicker than rubbing out and rewriting. 


I have a desktop PC, so I can back up my 
digital diary data with the appropriate 
cable and software. That has preserved 
my data at least three times in the past 
three years when I did various foolish 
things—and there was the occasion when 
my sister dropped hers in the pool, but 
luckily I had carried out a backup shortly 
before the disaster. 


WBELL.COM,CS$:0100, 0107 


(Cc) 


Digital Research, 


; like DEBUG 

;select printer output 
;bell character into DL 
:DOS function call 
;terminate 

;essential blank line 
;query CX 

;new value: file length 
;to stop register display 
;this form works! 

;end of SID session 


**k* Symbolic Instruction. Debugger -*** Release’ 3.2 


1983,1984,1985,1988, 1990, 17991 
Inc. All Rights Reserved 


20100, 0107 





solely explanatory and do not need to 
appear in the .SCR file sent to SID. 


Listing 2 is the BELL.LOG file containing 
the output of SID’s processing of the script 
file. This allows checking the success of 
the operation or helps in identifying and 
correcting errors. The command line to 
type at the DOS prompt is: 


SID BELL.COM <BELL.SCR >BELL.LOG 


Now, when supplied with a .SCR file for 
use with DEBUG, DR-DOS converts can 
make the necessary adjustments and 
process it with SID. O 


The point is that unless you can back up 
your data, or even get a printout of the 
contents, you are vulnerable to data loss. 
If I couldn’t backup mine I wouldn’t use it. 


Also, remember that electronic devices 
are reasonably fragile, although I don’t 
treat mine particularly well or keep it in 
a special case. Both have been dropped 
onto tiled floors and thrown into bags 
with little concern. I have cut three 
notches into my IQ8000 so that I have a 
crude 5, 10 and 15 cm ruler that has 
come in handy, but the penalty is that 
dust can get behind the screen and 
sometimes odd little things happen to the 
display or functions. The reward is that I 
nearly always have my digital diary with 
me, it is quick to get to, and I don’t have 
to waste time treating it with kid gloves. 
I know this may sound wasteful, but if I 
get five years out of it I think I’ve got my 
money’s worth, and after that I would 
probably want to upgrade. 


Sharp 1Q8000 slowed my transition 
Main likes and to the 1Q8000 for a 
dislikes: number of months 
and is its biggest 
e Can add cards such asset 
as games, financial e Screen contrast is 
planners, and extra adjustable 
Cen Y. ¢ Flat membrane 


¢ Keyboard has press 
down buttons, 
QWERTY layout, and 
optional sound when 
keys are depressed 

e Ability to search all 
applications for text e 

e Large screen with 
two sizes for text 

e Regular newsletter 
with tips and 


keyboard can make 
data entry slow and 
does not provide 
much tactile feedback 
without the keypress 
beep set to on 

Use of functions is not 
initially intuitive but 
does not take very 
long to master 


taka pletion foun Main Applications: 
Sharp can be useful e Scheduler and 
¢ Accessories such as calendar 
backup cables and ¢ Memo 
add-in cards are e Telephone and 


expensive and show business card 


no sign of dropping in directory 
price ¢ World and home times 
Main Applications: ¢ Calculator 
¢ Scheduler with . 
Conclusion 


weekly, daily, and 
individual views, 
periodic and 


I am a great fan of the 
digital diary and find it 


anniversary hard to do without one. 
scheduling, and I nearly always have it 
calendar with me and use it 2 to 


10 times a day. I would 
like my next one to be 
slightly smaller and 
lighter than the IQ8000, 
have more memory, and 
cheaper accessories. I 
would want it to retain 
the keyboard feel and 
size and the facility to 
add accessories and 
expansion cards. 


¢ Memo and outliner 
with expand and 
collapse facilities 

e Telephone (divided 
into three areas) and 
business card 
directory 

¢ World and home times 

¢ Calculator (standard 
and tape) 

e Terminal emulator 


(requires modem and __‘They are not for 


connector ) everyone, they don’t do 
everything, they are not 
Casio SF7500 always quick and 
Main Likes and convenient, but for me 
Dislikes: they are indispensable. 


Digital Diaries. Mm 
Mmmm. I love ’em! oO 


e Small size makes it 
very portable—this 
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Sampling Chaos 


by Max Chandivert 


o doubt you may have 
heard of the new 
mathematics of Chaos, 
and have been intrigued 
by recent references in the media. 
Popularised explanations are of 
uneven value and not always easy 
to assimilate. A simple demon- 
stration is available in the form of 
Listing 1, /Ed. on page 32] a 
program to illustrate the many 
features of a dynamical system 
capable of chaotic behaviour. 





The equation I have chosen is the 
logistic equation: 
x[n4+i] = 


C xX xin| < {(1.0-xin]) 


where r has a value between 0 
and 4. To visualize what the 
iteration of this equation 
represents, imagine a segment, AB, 
of a straight line starting at 0 and 
ending at 1.0. We choose a point 
on AB as starting value for x[0] 
between 0 and 1.0 and calculate 
the right-hand side of the 
expression above, which gives a 
value x[1] on the left-hand side 
corresponding to a new point on 
AB. We repeat this operation 
many times (1000 in the program) 
and output the last twenty values 
for examination. 


For values of r from 0 to 3 we find 
that x converges to a single fixed 
value: the system is stable. When 
ris between 3 and 3.5 x oscillates 
between two values: a bifurcation 
has taken place and the system is 
periodic. 

The program enables the user to 
select the range of r values to 
investigate and vary the size of 
the steps in the parameter r. Asr 
is increased various regimes of 
behaviour appear, such as period 
doubling and the first range of 


random looking numbers in the 
chaos regime. Since there is no 
chance element in our equation, 
these numbers are not really 
random. As r is further increased, 
chaos gives place to regions where 
x oscillates with periods of various 
values, until chaos returns. The 
overall pattern becomes evident if 
the last twenty values of x output 
by the program in each calculation 
are plotted against the r value 
used in it. The most interesting 
range is r between 3.5 and 4.0, 
where local examples of self- 
similarity with the whole system 
can be found. 


If you want to get some back- 
ground on Chaos, there are two 
very readable books, which I have 
found fascinating. They supply lots 
of explanations and examples of 
systems which can exhibit chaos 
with suitable illustrations: 


Ian Stewart: Does God Play Dice 
published by Penguin in the Math 
series. 


James Gleick : Chaos, published 
by Cardinal. 


Anyone who reads those books will 
agree that, because of the richness 
of the topic, it is impossible to do 
justice to a discussion of Chaos in 
a short article. 


The program in Listing 1 enables 
you to enter all necessary values. I 
have successfully used x[0] = 0.40 
as starting value. It is a C++ 
program, which has to be compiled. 
I used Turbo-C to produce an EXE 
file of 49 KB. The program runs 
very quickly on a 486DX33. The 
hand plotting is a bit tedious, but 
I have tried to make the code as 
simple as the original expression. 
You may ring me on (03) 544 6268 
if you have a comment or query. 


[Listing 1 is on page 32] O 








A short guide for those who 
have to use computers and 


are too busy to read more... 
The Manager's Guide to DOS is a book 
which could save you a fortune in time 

that you won’t have to spend explaining the 
basics of DOS. Sell them to those who 
take up your time (or even give them away) 


Just $9 (less 10% and postfree 


to Melb PC members) 


Also: HOW TO START AND PRODUCE A MAGAZINE (or Newspaper) $25.95, 
HOW TO PRODUCE A NEWSPAPER USING PAGEMAKER 4 $15.95, HOW TO 
PUBLISH YOUR OWN BOOK $15.95, and STAY CALM AND REACH THE TOP 
$19.95 (all less 10% if you quote your membership number) 


Reply Paid 27, The Worsley Press, 86 Main St, Rutherglen 3685 


060-328 1227 EO oo 








Upgrade Lechnology 


We give: Ate i 4. 24.. 
Special Rates to eo 
Melb PC Members 
on all PC Upgrades 
and Repairs 

We sell: 

VESA Local 

Bus Systems 

and Software $Call 



















Ph: (03) 888 2360 
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What are 
They Speaking? 


Michael Stillwell 






The following comes from the 
net, the author is unknown. 


The proliferation of modern 
programming languages, 
which seem to have stolen 
countless features from each 
other, can make it difficult to 
remember which one you're 
using. This guide is offered 
as a service to help prog- 
rammers in such a dilemma. 


C 


You shoot yourself in the foot. 


Assembly 


You crash the OS and over- 
write the root disk. The system 
administrator arrives and 
shoots you in the foot. After 
a moment of contemplation, 


LISTING 1 
// LOGISTIC.CPP 


#include <iostream.h> 


#include <conio.h> 
void iterate(void); 
const int NMAX=1000, 
Conet. Float -ONE=1.0; 
ficost..x0, Lb, re, hh: 
void iterate(void) 
{ 

int k,n; 

rLoat. x, 





the administrator shoots him- 
self in the foot and then hops 
around the room rabidly 

shooting at everyone in sight. 


C++ 


You accidentally create a 
dozen instances of yourself 
and shoot them all in the 
foot. Providing emergency 
medical care is impossible 
since you can’t tell which are 
bitwise copies and which are 
just pointing at others and 
saying, “That’s me, over there.” 


Ada 


If you are dumb enough to 
actually use this language, 
the United States DoD will 
kidnap you, stand you up in 
front of a firing squad, and 
tell the soldiers, “Shoot at 
his feet.” 


(for Sampling Chaos on page 31) 


NPRT=20; 


Modula/2 


After realising that you can’t actually 
accomplish anything in the language, 
you shoot yourself in the head. 


sh, csh, etc. 


You can’t remember the syntax for 
anything, so you spend five hours 
reading an pages before giving 
up. You then shoot the computer 
and switch to C. 


Smalltalk 


You spend so much time playing 
with the graphics and windowing 
system that your boss shoots you 
in the foot, takes away your work- 
station, and makes you develop in 
COBOL on a character terminal. 


APL 

You hear a gunshot, and there’s a 
hole in your foot, but you don’t 
remember enough linear algebra to 


understand what the hell happened. 


FORTRAN 


You shoot yourself in each toe, 
iteratively, until you run out of toes, 
then you read in the next foot and 
repeat. If you run out of bullets, 
you continue anyway because you 
have no exception-processing 
ability. 


Algol 

You shoot yourself in the foot 
with a musket. The musket is 
aesthetically fascinating, and the 
wound baffles the adolescent 
medic in the emergency room. 


COBOL 

USEing a COLT45 HANDGUN, 
AIM gun at LEG.FOOT, THEN 
place ARM.HAND.FINGER on 





BASIC 


Shoot self in foot with water pistol. 
On big systems, continue until 
entire lower body is water-logged. 


PL/I 


You consume all available system 
resources, including all the off-line 
bullets. The DataProcessing&Payroll 
Department doubles its size, triples 
its budget, acquires four new main- 
frames, and drops the original one 
on your foot. 


SNOBOL 


You grab your foot with your hand, 
then rewrite your hand to be a 
bullet. The act of shooting the 
original foot then changes your 
hand/bullet into yet another foot 

(a left foot). 


lisp 

You shoot yourself in the 
appendage which holds the gun 
with which you shoot yourself in 
the appendage which holds the 
gun with which you shoot yourself 
in the appendage which holds the 
gun with which you shoot yourself 
in the appendage which holds... 


scheme: 


You shoot yourself in the 
appendage which holds the gun 
with which you shoot yourself in 
the appendage which holds the 
gun with which you shoot yourself 
in the appendage which holds the 
gun with which you shoot yourself 
in the appendage which holds ... 
... but none of the other 
appendages are aware of this 
happening. 


X= X0; r= rb; 
for (r=rb;r :r+=h) gia aay and SQUEEZE. English 
{ return HANDGUN to HOLSTER. . 
oot 6 Sia ae Fe ee ee He Check whether shoelace needs to —- You put your foot in your mouth, 
be retied. then bite it off. g 


for (n=0; n<NMAX-NPRT; n++) xX = r*x* (ONE-X); 
for (n=NMAX-NPRT; n<=NMAX; n++) 
{ 


x = r*x* (ONE-xX) > cout < * * x; 


MULTIMEDIA 


Call for free catalogue 


int main(void) 

{ 

cilrscrt(); 

cout. <=*\n-Program LOGISTIC.CPP.*; 
cout <“\nEnter starting value x0 
CAT S GeO s 

cout <“Enter lower parameter value rb: 
Gin > p: 

cout <“Enter top parameter value rt 
Can S463 

cout <“Enter parameter step size h 
uy oS. he 

iterate(); 

return(0); 


The best in Multimedia Hardware 


North-West Consulting Services Pty Ltd 
Ph (03)744-5321 Fax (03)744-7004 








Encarta Multimedia Encyclopedia: 


“ Saves hours in the library. Easy 
to use and find information that 
can be copied and then placed 
in your favourite word 
processing program — 


o aN : a AL A no student should be without 
this package. 
¢ Funk and Wagnalls 29-volume encyclopedia with more 
than 1,000 additional articles, eight hours of sound, 
p samples of 60 languages, 7,800 photos & illustrations, 100 


animations & video clips, 800 maps,100 interactive charts 
and an atlas. 


Art Gallery: 2s a 

“ Microsoft® presents the celebrated art collection of the National 
Gallery, London with vivid colour, animation, and sound. V 
Whether you’ re a serious student or a casual browser you'll 


find inspiration and information. 














) works, 


Phine —| Cinemania ’94: 





¢ Including Rembrandt, da Vinci, van Gogh, Monet, and more. 


a Cinema Guide, [ Oe 
a Dictionary with more than 


Bookshelf CD ROM 
Reference Library: 


rcoiqoumimcae 5,000 entries, a Thesaurus, Atlas, 


printed page with animation, 
illustration, sound, and 
lightning-fast search 
capabilities. Featuring seven 
popular reference books, 
Bookshelf turns your PC into a 
powerful, interactive reference 
tool. No desktop should be 
without it. 


“* Explore the magic of movies! 
From contemporary to classic films. 


“+ Find reviews of specific films, or 
search by actor, title or keywords. 


“+ Experience video scenes in full 
motion, hear theme music and 
dialogue from famous movies, and 
see over 900 movie stills. 


Over 4000 biographies, 2000 
photographic portraits of the stars, 
academy award winners and 
more... 








o, 
bX 





Microsoft® Golf: 


28 *& Combining photo- 
é realistic scenery and 
the most detailed 
control ever, this is 
a must for all 
golfers. (optional) 


Includes: The Concise 
Columbia Encyclopedia, 
Heritage Dictionary, Electronic Thesaurus, World Almanac and book of 
facts, Bartlet’s Familiar Quotations, The Concise Columbia Dictionary of 
Quotations and the Hammond Atlas. 


6, 
“ 



















...All on your desk at home 


Introducing the TP Premier 
486DX2-50 Multimedia System: 


Includes these 
software packages: 


“* MS-DOS V6.2 Le 

¢ Windows for Workgroups V3.11 

“+ Works for windows V3 Multimedia version 

“+ Encarta 1994 Multimedia Encyclopedia 

“+ Cinemania - CD-ROM Cinema Guide 

“* Bookshelf — CD-ROM Reference Library 

“ Art Gallery —- CD-ROM Multimedia Art Catalogue 
¢«* CD Sampler 


Vesa Local Bus 

4MB Memory 

1MB OAK VGA Card 

210MB Hard Disk Drive 

Mini tower case - 180w power supply 

16 bit Sound Galaxy NXPRO-16 sound card 
Double speed, Photo CD, CD-ROM Drive 


Stereo Speakers |_|. = 7 
& 14” Super VGA colour monitor | - 4 

1 year warranty —— =| = " 
Whether it’s to give your children a head start at school, or simply a quiet game of golf the 


TP Premier 486DX2-50 has all the answers. Come in and talk to one of our sales staff today... 


+, i? >, >, >, >, 0, >, 
“W “~ “se bg Xd “Ww “~ “Ww 


>, 
Sd 


>, 
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Computers that Muirfield Computers — 3/51 Industrial Ave, HOPPERS CROSSING (03) 369 3565 
b North West Office Equipment — 57-59 Horne St, SUNBURY (03) 740 8100 Dog * 
mean usiness Quality Product Supplies — 260 LaTrobe St, MELBOURNE (03) 639 1261 & 
Phone (03) 646 7011 Dycom — 51 Simpson St, NORTHCOTE (03) 482 4326 tas clare eee an 
Fax (03) 646 7201 High Technology — 388 Centre Rd, BENTLEIGH (03) 563 9000 resellers. Freight charges may apply. 





TOTAL 
PERIPHERALS 
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Member’s Free Ad 
For Sale 


PC Tools v7.1, 
excellent original 


condition, complete 
with manuals. 
$40 all hours. 


Phone Ray 
(03) 874 2024 














ots of users have DOSKEY loaded at 
start up, which means they have a 
line that reads something like: 


C: \DOS\DOSKEY 


in their AUTOEXEC.BAT file. Then they use it to 
recycle previous commands by using the up and 
down arrow keys, and some use the sideways 
arrows to move the cursor around the command 
line for editing. 


Of course, some do not ever see the command line, 
so they miss out completely. If you are one of those 
who do not want to know about the command line 
then turn the page, read no more, go directly to 
gaol, do not pass Go and do not collect $200. 


Now, those of you who are left, follow me. 


Those who write the odd batch file should cock one 
ear. Those who do not write batch files should cock 
both ears. Here is a faster way of writing those 
quick and nasty batch files that you use to save 
keystrokes on repetitious tasks. Best of all it does 
not involve writing batch files, but just tacks a few 
DOS commands together. You can write batch files 
this way, too, but DOSKEY seems best suited to 
those shorties and on-the-fly quickies. 


How you use it is up to you, but for illustration I 
am going to write a quickie to help me examine a 
pile of floppies, accumulated over time, the contents 
of which I have forgotten. 


All I want to do is look at the disk in drive A: and 
either delete the files or replace the disk and have 
another go. 


This will only delete files in the root directory. Any 
disks with read-only files and/or subdirectories will 
have to be put aside for more strenuous treatment 
with the all powerful and unforgiving ZOT command 
—more about that later. 


If you were to key in all of the commands from the 
keyboard for every disk you would soon get bored 
and start taking longer as the typo rate increases. 
The sequence of actions and commands would be 
roughly: 
Place disk in drive A: 

DIR A: 
Inspect output on screen 


Either: Remove disk and start again, or 


DEL At \* > 
Dir A: 
Remove disk and start again. 


Nothing voodoo-like here. To turn it into an 
automatic process we need only two things. First, 

a way of stopping the process while we inspect the 
disk and, second, a way of sending the process back 
to the start. Actually there is a third requirement: 
we need to be able to tell the process when to delete 
and when to go back to the start, but that turns 

out to be something we do when we make up our 


minds, and not something we prepare using DOSKEY. 


The magic word that stops the process is: 
PAUSE 


by Tom Coleman 


That stops everything and generates a “Press any 
key when ready” message. 


If we now string all of the required commands 
together as a DOSKEY macro it should work. All 
DOSKEY macros must start with the command 
DOSKEY, then the name we want to give the macro 
followed by an equals sign (=) and each command 
is separated from the next with $T. 


So the macro is written like this: 


DOSKEY FLEA=DIR A:/P $T PAUSE ST DEL 
A:\*.*° $T Dik: A: 


(Ed: All on one line —PS) 


I called this one FLEA because I use it to clean 

up scratch disks. Now, when you type in FLEA the 
macro will start to execute. There is a problem here: 
sure, the macro stops while you read the directory 
listing, but what if you do not want to delete the 
files? Simple: if you do not want to delete the files 
just hold down the Control key and press the 
Break/Pause key (up there at the upper right of 
your keyboard). You can use Control+C instead, 

but Control+Break seems to work better. 


Control+Break bombs you out of the macro. To start 
it again you can type FLEA again, use your arrow 
keys to recycle the original command, or press F3 
and that will repeat the last command. 


That’s all that there is to writing a DOSKEY macro. 
You can write them to do anything that can be done 
from the command line. 


Here is a hint for editing them. Write the macro 
and press Enter, which will run the macro. If it 
does not work, or you want to change it, just recycle 
your commands with the arrow keys. You will need 
to have DOSKEY loaded before you start, which can 
be done by having it loaded from AUTOEXEC.BAT or 
simply by typing DOSKEY and pressing Enter. 


Here is another hint and a warning: these macros 
are held in memory and disappear down the 
electronic gurgler when you turn the power off. To 
make a permanent or renewable macro you will 
have to write it to a file, preferably a batch file. 


Create a file called, say, DKMAC.BAT with each line 
the same as the line used to create the macro. That 
means you can write as many macros as you like, 
put them all in DKMAC.BAT and execute it from 
AUTOEXEC.BAT at startup. 


Coming back to the original macro, FLEA; it does 
not delete subdirectories or read-only files. The 
following macro does but takes just a little longer: 


DOSKEY ZOT=ECHO Y $B RECOVER A: 
ST DEL Az\PIGE*=* 


It deletes all files, subdirectories, read-only files, 
and even the disk label. It make boot disks blank 
and non-bootable. This is a reworked version of 
ZOT.BAT described previously in PC Update. 


With this procedure most recovery techniques will 
not work if you make a mistake—it is deadly —so 
you have been warned. 


For the nerds out there, the macros are executed 
before the internal commands in COMMAND.COM. 
For those who do not understand the significance 
of the last sentence, take a Melb PC training 
course where all that, and much more, is revealed 
to you. = 
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Dextra Reader 
The Sheet Fed 
Speedreading 
Scanner 


The DextraReader 
combines all the 
features of the best 
grayscale scanners with 4 _ 
the convenience of OCR software. 

Using TypeReader from ExperVision 
(usually $995), you can put up to 12 pages through 
the DextraReader and within minutes your document 
appears in your word processing application, with 
proper fonts and columns retained! 


For desktop publishers, DextraReader can output 
your images directly to any HP Laserjet. Just slide a 
photo into DextraReader. Do your Photo editing in 
iPhoto Plus, which is included with DextraReader, 


then place it into your document. S 9 9 9 


It’s the lightweight, portable 
Inc. Tax 





answer to scanning for home, 
office or the classroom. 





Inc. tax 


S 


The DeskJet 550C offers 300 x 300 dpi colour and greyscale 
plain paper printing. Whisper quiet operation with laser 
quality printing makes the DeskJet 550C ideal for business 
and personal printing. (Only while stocks last - 30 remaining) 


The Aqua Group 


68 Bell Street Heidelberg Heights Victoria 3081 
Phone (03) 455 I111 Fax (03) 455 1122 Freecall 008 818 211 


cae with HP Resolution 
enhancement. Now in stock. 


DeskJet 520 


$620.00 inc. tax 

600 x 300 dpi black printing with HP 
Resolution enhancement. Greyscale 
printing for dramatic black graphics. 
Now in stock. 


DeskJet Portable 


$435.00 inc. tax 

Quiet and compact, the DeskJet 
Portable is the ideal transportable 
personal printer. 


Call for prices on other 
Hewlett-Packard products. 


NetComm AutoModem E/7F 
14,400bps 





Intelligent modem featuring high speed 
uncorrupted data and fax transmissions. 
No more corrupted data even on noisy lines. 


e Reliable high speed data communications 
e Automatically send and receive faxes 
e Receive faxes unattended. 


Autoranging 300 to 14,400 bps, MNP2-4, 

V42 error correction, MNP5 V42bis. Fax 
send/receive 14,400 bps. The Automodem E7F is 
supplied with MicroPhone LT communications 
software, FaxSTF fax software and serial cable. 


9535 


Inc. Tax 
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Q We've heard recently about changes at 
Borland. How will these changes affect 
customers? 


A (Philippe Kahn) Customers will be better 
served. Borland has re-engineered the 
way it does business in a way that is in 
tune with the changing needs of software 
users. Corporations understand that the 
next leap forward in worker productivity 
will come from networked applications in 
a client/server environment. That's what 
Borland’s upsizing, client/server strategy 
is all about. And now we at Borland are 
100% focused on helping customers 
evolve and upsize their applications 
into this new environment. 


Q The whole software industry is consolidating 
and trimming down in size. Why? 


A The software industry is indeed changing. 
The PC software industry is evolving into 
three types of companies: large, 
multi-billion dollar horizontal software firms, 
medium-size specialized companies, and 
small boutique companies. With the recent 
restructuring and layoffs, Borland is now 
one of the specialized companies with 
a Clear focus on serving corporate and 
independent software developers with 
databases, programming languages, and 
tools. We also plan to add a significant 
amount of talent and resources to these 
areas. 


Q How does the acquisition of Quattro Pro 
by Novell/WordPerfect strengthen Borland’s 
position? 


A Aside from the fact that it provides us 
with millions of dollars of working capital 
to invest in our upsizing, client/server 
products, entrusting the future of Quattro 
Pro to our partners at Novell guarantees 
that customers can keep their software 
investments secure and growing. For our 








part, it means we can focus exclusively 
on our core businesses of databases, 
languages, and tools, and continue to 
provide customers with the first-rate 
technology products they have come to 
expect from Borland. And, with Quattro 
Pro and Paradox, and their underlying 
object technologies, continuing as part 

of the Novell suite of products, even more 
customers will be able to experience the 
productivity gains that come from Borland 
software products. 


Q@ You made changes to your sales 
organization. How can you continue to 
provide the same level of customer service 
and support? 


A Our plans are to actually increase our 
levels of customer support, which currently 
are at near record highs. A recent study by 
Arthur Andersen shows that what 
companies want most from vendors is 
“a capable inside salesperson,” rather than 
a field sales rep. The changes we’ve made 
to our sales strategy, including the merging 
of our customer service, technical support, 
and sales departments are all aimed at 
providing better customer support. This 
new organization will provide customers 
with more technical information and 
consulting in a more regular and timely 
manner. It’s the best way to supply and 
support the more sophisticated client/server 
products. In addition, we have expanded 
our third-party programs which provide 
powerful incentives for independent VARs, 
systems integrators, developers, and 
trainers to offer even higher levels of 
local and on-site support. 


Q Lots of companies say they do client/server. 
What makes Borland’s offerings unique? 


A Borland is providing people with a 


migration path from standalone desktop 
computing to client/server computing in 
a manner that does not require long and 
difficult retraining programs. 





Millions of software users and developers 
can work with their familiar tools — 
Paradox, dBASE, Borland C++, Pascal — 
to develop Windows applications that are 
client/server ready. And Borland’s early 
commitment and continued leadership in 
object-oriented technologies makes it even 
easier to take advantage of our advanced 
software products. 


What’s the big picture for Borland? Where 
do you expect to be a year from now both 
professionally and personally? 


It's already taking shape. There are 
already more client/server applications in 
use with Paradox for Windows than with 
any other PC database. Borland C++ is 
the market leader in languages. And this 
summer we are looking forward to 
shipping dBASE for Windows. Granted, 
it has taken longer than expected, but 
we believe that customers worldwide will 
be glad that we built it correctly and did 
not release it prematurely. This will begin 
a new era for Borland and its customers. 
Later this year, we will ship a 
next-generation visual development tool 
that goes far beyond products that are 
currently on the market. Borland will have 
an integrated suite of databases, 
languages and tools that is second to 
none. 


As for me personally, | am totally 

committed to working closely with our 

new management team as Borland beings 
its second decade of providing customers 
with first-rate software products. QO 
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exchange data by disk for easy, cost-effective tax management. 


Clear, easy to understand screens and menus 
Built-in help & tutorial 
Up to 99 accounts per business 
Automatic lookup (alphabetic) for account numbers 
Customisable Chart of accounts 
Auto postcode lookup for more than +3,333 localities 


Client version $99 - Accountant version $399 


Sweet FA : Easy to do! 


Bare-Handed Software Pty Ltd 
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— Your Best 


DigiBoard brings remote 
LANs closer together. 
Whether you have an outside 
salesforce that needs access to data, road-bound 
executives that need their E-MAIL, or satellite 
offices that need to communicate on a regular 
basis, DigiBoard can help you make the con- 
nection. Anywhere in the corporate ] : 
network. Anywhere in the world. ~~ <4 ; 


performance high while 
S eliminating data loss caused 
@ by host interrupts. And our 


unique architecture provides transmission speeds faster than standard serial 
ports. This reduces transmission time and lowers phone bills. All of which 
keeps performance high, overhead low, and saves you time and money. 
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products and connect over 1000 users through a single server without | Just call DigiBoard for a FREE pocket guide. Ask for either The Pocket 
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can extend the corporate LAN. t Wier ISDN LAN Extensions. Or call SealCorp Ba 


for additional information. 


1 800 659 508 
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DigiBoard Makes Your World a Little 
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As your world gets smaller, DigiBoard's 


profitable. With an onboard front-end 
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Members Free Ad 
For Sale 


Landscape: DOS landscape 
design program with manual 
$35 


Home: DOS home design 


program with manual, simple 
$35 


3D Home: Windows home 
design with manual 
$25 


DOS 5: With original 
manual & disks 
$25 


Wordstar 7 Professional: 
Latest and most powerful 
DOS word processor with 
British and US dictionaries. 
All manuals, exellent 
program. 

$125 


Quick Books: Simple and 
powerful accounting for 
non-accountants, manual 
$90 


KeyCad: DOS CAD drawing 
program with manual 
$40 


Key Publisher: DOS 
Desktop Publishing 
program, easy to use 
$55 


SuperCalc: DOS 
spreadsheet, very powerful, 
with manuals 

$45 


Phone Peter Schnell 
(03) 792 9603 
9.00 a.m. to 8.00 p.m. 





by Dave Mitchell 


oy, it’s been a tiring month; I’ve been 
running, ducking and weaving the whole 
time, alternately trying to escape Colin 
who wants to do a “Bobitt” on me for 
encouraging all those new people to de-lurk on 
the message base, and avoiding a fervent group 
of Telemate users, led by their High Priest Tom 
Perrett, who want to give me a good thrashing. 
Maybe if they used Terminate they would not 
have to be so defensive. B-) (smiley) 


Naturally the cat people, the lawyers and 
anybody else with a sense of decency are still 
howling for my blood—but that’s normal. 

(I’m writing this from my concrete bunker deep 
in the Dandenongs.) I’ve got to apologise to the 
feminists out there ’cause I haven’t got round to 
you, but you chicks will just have to wait. 





I reckon I’m just misunderstood. 


Aww, Honey! Just One More Monster 


If you walked into a room full of average 
computer users and growled loudly I would 
almost bet money that half of them would spin 
around quickly with a shocked look on their faces 
while trying to shoot you with an imaginary 
shotgun. These poor individuals have been 
playing DOOM. In case you’ve been locked in a 
box for the last six months I'll just say that 
DOOM is the latest and greatest of massively 
violent shareware games. DOOM makes an eight 
car pile-up on the freeway look positively 
peaceful. It pits a 21st century soldier (you, 
Chucky) against the forces of hell—fortunately 
you have a range of high- and low-tech weapons 
to deal with the various critters along the way, 
including a chainsaw. (Now that really is gory). 


DOOM tip No 1: Do not play DOOM in the dark, 
wearing headphones, with your sound card 
turned up full if you have weak bowels. 


Anyway the upshot of this is that we have just 
the place for the mindlessly violent. It’s our 
message area 27—Games Talk. It’s not just for 
the DOOMers, all game players are welcome. 
There were even some messages about non- 
computer games. Still, it’s a good echo for Hints 
and Tips for just about any computer game. 


(You see folks, we reckon if we get all of these 
violent individuals in one area we can take them 
out with one preemptive tactical nuclear strike!) 


Damn! Sort of lost the plot there. 


Tactical errors 


Remember back in March, when we had that 

big comms issue of PC Update and Tessa and 

I were encouraging all those lurkers out there 

to de-lurk? Well, maybe we were a bit hasty. 

Of recent date, we (the comfortably ensconced 
messagers) have been the subject of an almost 
daily harangue by starry-eyed ex-lurkers. Really 
folks, !ve heard so many life stories now that I 
reckon I’ve got a fair idea how you're supposed to 
go about it. One of the new chaps is a psychiatrist 
—I think he’s gathering info for a new thesis— 
he’s in for a busy time. 


You want to know how weird this gets? Well how 
about this. One of our new friends (Hi Ren!) was 
to give a ten minute talk at a speaking club he 
belongs to on, get this, “Euclidean Geometry and 
its Relation to Post Modernism Architecture” and 
he wanted some tips. You know he got two 
answers in a day! Well two serious ones anyway, 
the others were just general ragging and bagging. 
Esoteric, eh? 


Access all areas 


Last month I gave you a run down on the first 
five message areas on the BBS and I said I’d carry 
on this month. Well, due to the evolution of the 
BBS, I’ve got to do a little backtracking. 


Area 12: Hints and Tips 


This is a new area that, we hope, will become our 
library of answers to frequently asked questions. 
Please do not chat in this area but do refer to it 
for information. 


Area 15: Members messages to the Committee 


Ooh, couldn’t you have fun in here? Just don’t 
sign it with my name. Seriously, if you have a 
view you wish to express, this is the place. 


Area 16: Melb PC SIG Reports 


Convenors of SIGs post reports in here. You can 
ask them when the next one is and what’s on or 
to clarify some point made at the last meeting. 


Area 17: Hardware 


So, your video card and CPU are having a trial 
separation? Well the gurus in here may have the 
solution. (I read it because it makes me feel like 
I know something.) 


Area 18: Quicken 


On account of me being of no account when it 
comes to keeping accounts, I haven’t used this 
area much. To its credit, the help you can get on 
this excellent program will leave you in debt to it. 


He’s Baaaccckkk!! 


It’s old news to you now, back as I write this it’s 
only a week or so since Charles Wright stepped 
down as club president. Now when I joined the 
club just before the last AGM, Charles was a very 
active member of the messagers but when he 
became president his presence on the BBS 
dropped off to virtually nil. When he did appear 
most of us treated his messages as not available 
for pulling apart and misquoting. Which I’m sure 
was the right move. But now!, like Arnold 
Schwarzenegger in most of his movies, Charles is 
back stalking the echoes and dealing it out, left 
and right, to the deserving. I thought I'd give him 
a nice quiet welcome back (just to lull him into a 
false sense of security, of course) but the old 
curmudgeon saw straight through me! 


Serious mode on: I would like to thank Charles 
for his efforts as President of Melb PC and wish 
him a long and happy return to the ranks of the 
normal membership. Serious mode off. 


Gee, I’m glad I don’t do that too often. 
Here’s the tag. 
... ’m a lawyer. “Honest?!”. No, the usual kind. UO 
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WinWay Job Interview 






Member’s Free Ad 
For Sale 


Lotus Freelance Graphics 
software v3.01 for DOS, 
unused. $30 


Computer Texts: 


Mastering Quattro Pro 
v3.0 - Sybex. $15 


Mastering Ventura v3.0 - 
Sybex. $15 


Bit-Mapped Graphics - 
Steve Rimmer. 
$10 


Inside Novell Netware 
(Special edition), includes 
v3.11 - New Riders 
Publishing. 

$25 


Novell Netware v3.11 - 
Vijay Mukhi. 
$10 


Professional Database 
Development - Philip 
Steele. 


$8 


Brett Lockwood 
(03) 481 6747 





ST 


he Winway Corporation seems to have 
centred its production and marketing 
strategies on job-related interests, 
describing itself as a “developer and 
publisher of personal productivity software for home 
and business use.” Its only other software currently 
available is WinWay Resume for Windows, both 
versions of which I have reviewed in PC Update 
(Ver. 1 in December 1992 and Ver. 2 in October, 
1993). The company also markets a 60-minute video 
The Insider’s Guide to Competitive Interviewing. The 
current application is also aimed at improving the 
confidence and skills of job-seekers faced with the 
formidable task of responding to an interview panel. 






The Program 


WinWay Job Interview (WJI), like its companion 
program, is a Windows application. It needs v3.1 
of Windows, VGA or SVGA display and at least 5 
MB of free hard-disk space. A Windows-compatible 
sound card is recommended, since each question 
posed by the selected interviewer in the program 
is “read” aloud. While a sound card will doubtless 
provide better audio quality, it is not absolutely 
necessary, since quite acceptable quality is provided 
by the internal PC speaker—a suitable driver is 
provided. Installation of the application, which 
comes on three 3.5-inch disks, is achieved by 
invoking Setup from the Program Manager in 

the usual manner. 


Using the Program 


Once the opening screen of WJI is displayed (and 
there are no additional screens), it takes only a 

few minutes to become familiar with the procedure 
to operate the program. It will be quite clear, for 
example, that the topics can be changed by clicking 
on the Topic box or by clicking on the Next or 
Previous arrows below the box. Not quite so intuitive 
is the option of changing the interviewer by clicking 
on his/her picture. Gender cannot be changed this 
way —neither can the question or the voice! A glance 


Winay Job Interview - [Interview1] 








at the accompanying screen dump (Figure 1) will 
show you that each question is accompanied by some 
hints on how to answer, a sample reply, space for the 
text of the user’s answer, a rating box and a rating 
chart. The sound, the hints and the sample replies 
can be switched on or off and the rating chart can be 
toggled to display a progress chart. 


The program is not yet smart enough to rate your 
answers for you, so the rating box is a self-evaluation 
panel. Both the manual and the Help file provide the 
guidance required to make these assessments. 


WJI can be set to a Self-running Mode and the 
pause between each answer can be adjusted as 
required. This is a useful mode to employ after 
a degree of familiarity has been gained with the 
questions, so that the fluidity of the responses 
can be improved upon. 


The manual and Help file have similar information. 
Thus either source can be used to gain background 
information on preparing for the interview, note 
points to keep in mind during the interview and 
follow up various matters afterwards. However, the 
Help file provides much more detailed information 
in most areas than is available in the manual. 


Your model answers can be saved to disk or printed 
out. WJI suggests that a thank-you note should be 
sent after each interview—not a common practice 
in Australia, especially in these days of high 
unemployment and a higher than normal rejection 
rate at interview. Perhaps for this very reason, such 
a response might help to tip the scales favourably. 
WJI provides twenty model thank-you notes which 
can be customised to your needs. These are in 
Windows Write format, so Write is used to edit the 
samples, but it can be changed in favour of any 
word processor that can read Write files. 


The Questions Directory 


A host of questions is provided—over 200 in fact. 
These are categorised as General, Skills & Training, 
Exxperience— General and some twenty other 
groupings. However, they do have an American bias. 
Some of these categories, for example, Unlawful 
Questions, may not be applicable in Australia. Thus 
questions such as “Do you own your own car?” or 
“Where were you born?”, evidently unlawful in the 
U.S.A. under their Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission guidelines may be permissible in 
Australia. Other questions, such as “What to you 
think about the President’s economic plans?” or 
“Who are the U.S. senators from your state?” are 
clearly not likely to be asked in an Australian 
interview! Similarly, some of the sample replies 

to the questions related to education standards 

use an educational jargon foreign to Australia. 


Conclusion 


If WinWay is really serious about promoting sales 
of this otherwise worthwhile application, I suggest 
the company should provide a specifically 
Australian version. Even so, this is an economic 
package worthy of consideration. 

Distributed by Software Etc. Australia 

4 Help Street, Suite 303 

Chatswood NSW 2067 

Tel: (02) 419-7455 

Fax: (02) 419-7391 

RRP $129.00 QO 
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ext time you have an 

urgent need for some 
PC software or have a 
time limit on a special 
project that is of utmost 
importance to your 
department, or the 
company is simply 
expanding, you need to 
look no further for your 
software supplier. 


atever software you 

need - whether its to 
get that annual report 
written or that financial 
data analysed or perhaps 
that special presentation 
prepared - come and talk 
to us at Computer Shark. 
We're experts in letting 
you know the right 
software for the job at 
hand. 


e'll even help to save 

you money by 
explaining the various 
options available to 
multiusers - options such 
as site licencing, 
multipacks and network 
nodes. 


all us now and 

discover how easy it is 
to choose the right 
software for your next 
project. 
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Operating System 


Member’s Free Ad 
For Sale 


Seikosha Printer BP 
5420 FA, fast, heavy 
duty, suit network 
printing. 


$500 ONO 


SCITEC - MUX25, 
multiplexer, 4 channel, 
1 pair. 

$500 ONO 


Call Mark 
(03) 544 6428 AH 











by Tom Coleman 


have been meditating lately on the apparent 
confusion over operating systems and the 
prognostications of the gurus about how OS/2 
is going to deal the ancient and pathetic DOS 
its death blow. 


Or was it UNIX that was going to put DOS out 

of its misery? But then again it might have been 
Windows/NT or perhaps it was that new operating 
system that is about to be announced. 


Looking back over the past ten or so years this kind 
of hype has done the rounds every six months or so 
and yet DOS is still with us. The reality is that DOS 
has too many users. 


You may choose to bury DOS under Windows but 
you are then choosing to have someone hold your 
hand when things run off the rails, because you 
don’t know how the operating system works. You 
are still running under DOS. 


As long as upgrading the operating system means 
tossing out all, or even some of the programs, 
training, working habits and current methods and 
going back to scratch, then millions of DOS users 
are not going to change. 





There is an analogy in keyboards. There are a 
number of superior keyboard layouts, but they 
have never taken off because of the effort and 
cost of retraining the millions of users of the 
current layout. It’s the same with DOS. 


If you were writing a program for sale to the 
public, would you write for an established pool of 
millions of users or for the users of an operating 
system that may or may not be popular in a few 
years? That means software houses and developers 
are not going to make any more than a very 
tentative commitment to any new operating system. 


People do not buy operating systems. They buy 
computers and programs. Operating systems are 
like fuel tanks on cars. You need one but so long 
as it works its features are not significant. These 
features might be important to your mechanic but 
not you. 


The history of PC computing has been one of 
gradual development. The things that have done 
best have been more-of-the-same-only-better. If 
the newer version is very different or troublesome, 
then users back off. 


How many users went back to WordPerfect 5.1 after 
looking at WP for Windows. It was too different. 
The same for Paradox, and even the lowly PCFile 
and PCWrite. Users stayed with DOS 3.3 rather than 
use the superior DOS 4. (OK, so it was a lemon). A 
similar thing is happening with DOS 6. Lots of users 
are staying with DOS 5 because they don’t trust DOS 
6. The advantages are not perceived as outweighing 
the disadvantages. 


The cost of introducing an upgrade to an office is 
between 3 and 10 times the cost of the software. 
Most of that goes on training and lost production. 
Gains are usually minimal. With so many users 
there is not enough time between now and the end 
of the century to train every one. Except for the 
elitists and the nerds, no one is convinced that a 
change is advantageous. 


Wherever the operating system of the future comes 
from, it will have to run all current software 
transparently and involve the user with little or no 
relearning to continue to do what they are doing 
now. Any new learning must be to do new things. 


DOS boxes are problems. They are not transparent. 
OS/2 and UNIX have a lot of very good points but 
why should anyone install a resource guzzling 
program to run a buggy DOS box when DOS does 
the job better. Most of the other advantages are 
not perceived as being needed by most users. The 
beauty is lost on them. 


It’s like playing classical Pakistani music to most 
of us. It sounds dreadful to our ears. Mind you, 
Mozart is lost on Jivaros, Pygmies, and teenagers. 


In spite of the convictions of the True Believers, the 
operating system of the 2000s is going to be DOS. 
Maybe a subsequent version to 6.2 but good old 
plain DOS. Mark my words. 


by Peter Smith 


In days gone by, 

(How time does fly), 

Before PCs were thought of, 
Pre megabytes, 

And graphic sights, 

We had an OS, sort of. 


The seventies: 

No Function keys, 

No tapes, hard disks or lasers, 
No IBM, 

Just CP/M, 

No CONFIG then, to faze us. 


Its ED and PIP 

Were kinda hip; 
Debug used DDT. 
And SCHED and STAT 
And stuff like that 
Are just a memory. 


Its disks could hold 

(If you were bold), 

140 K, two-sided, 

T’was once the best, 

Now gone to rest, 

And we'll bury DOS beside it. 








A HUGE 112 PAGES! 


Crammed full of software products, X 
together with a brief outline, our 
comments, opinions and product 
ratings. Essential reading and very 
handy to have around. To receive 
your FREE copy, simply phone, fax, 
write and we'll have your copy to 
you in a jiffy! Or you can call in to 
Software Express personally and 
have a browse at our huge range 
1 on display. 


NEW ADELAIDE STORE NOW OPEN! 
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ACCESS (Database) 


ACCESS SIG 


The ACCESS SIG is off and running. All 
members who nominated ACCESS as their 
favourite when responding to the little 
survey we ran in March will already 

have been contacted by Ray Watson. 

Other members who wish to learn about 
Microsoft ACCESS should talk to Ray, 

or simply turn up on the night. 


I’ve known Ray Watson for a long time. He 
is an experienced software developer and 
experienced SIG convener—so you can't 
go wrong; it will be an interesting SIG. 
All the best guys, we hope all your 
meetings are full of fun and learning. 


Freeware and Shareware Changes 


Members who attend this SIG should read 
Russell Langley’s report on page 46. The 
venue and night have both been changed. 
Russell has injected new life into the SIG, 
including a new name, and he has some 
novel ideas on helping members learn 
about the availability of Shareware 
programs. If you wish to learn about 
Shareware, or simply find out what’s 
available these days, be sure to keep free 
the third Tuesday evening each month. 


Regional Bulletin Boards 


Many members in outer areas will soon 
have local access to some of the message 
traffic and a selection of files from our 
main BBS. Some already do. One by one 
the Regional Groups are undergoing the 
long negotiations and preparation 
necessary to set up bulletin boards that 
take some feed from our main BBS. Keep 
your eyes on the Regional Group Reports 
over coming months. This month on page 
47-48 we publish the number for the new 
BBS recently set up by the Peninsula RIG. 


Don’t forget, if you have any SIG ideas, 
or problems that need a solution, contact 
Don McKenzie (details below). 


—_ a concn 


Don McKenzie 


BH: 521 3060 
Contact for all SIG matters except 
PC Update SIG editorial and reports. 


Ray Watson 


AH: 883 4382 Fax: 576 9591 
2nd Monday 

6:30 PM 

2nd Floor, 66 Albert Road 

South Melbourne 


I thought I should include a brief note 
about the ACCESS SIG for those people 
who are interested in the product. It is 
especially timely for the SIG to begin 
meeting now as Version 2.0 has just been 
listed in the Microsoft product range. 


My purpose in organising this group is the 
same as that when I convened the DBMS 
SIG some years ago—to learn from many 
users about a particular product(s). In the 
increasingly complex world of computers, 
especially in the Windows environment, it 
is so very important to learn by doing and 
seeing. Manuals and books can be a great 
help but in such a visual environment, 
seeing and talking can provide a lot of 
valuable information much quicker. 


It’s only recently that I grasped the nettle 
of Windows databases after years of 
developing DOS Database Systems, as the 
technology of Windows DBMS has now 
reached a reasonably stable and usable 
level. As one of the few Windows DBMS, 
copies of ACCESS sold last year exceeded 
all other DBMS together. At $90 a copy it 
was snapped up by thousands. Serious 
developers quickly saw the limitations of 
Version 1, but a large number of spread- 
sheet users were able to migrate into the 
world of relational files with minimum 
pain. For example, I consider the report 
writer alone justified the cost of the 
package, as it is by far the easiest and 


most usefull report writer I’ve used to date. 


At this stage I have arranged to meet at 
6:30 pm, on the 2nd Monday at Melb PC 
Headquarters. I’m interested to hear from 
people who would like to share their 
knowledge in (say) 20 minute sessions, 
show products developed, and some 
workarounds they’ve found. Beginners and 
experienced users alike will get value from 
the meetings. Feel free to contact me on 
883 4382, or preferably by Fax 576 9591 
regarding any points of interest. 


Assembly & Other 
Languages (ALT) 


Felix Hofmann 


AH: 523 5400 

Ist Thursday 

7:00 PM 

2nd Floor, 66 Albert Rd 
South Melbourne 








At the ALT SIG we are primarily interested 
in talking about and practising any and all 
concepts related to technical programming. 
For example in the past we have examined 
the structure of device drivers and TSR 
programs. We have explored the wonders 
of various programming languages such 

as Forth, APL,REXX,C,C++,BASIC, Assembler 
etc. A wide range of expertise is usually 
available to tap at each meeting during 
the usually long Q&A session, or over tea 
or coffee. Members are welcome to bring 
code for discussion, criticism, or help. 


— SE TTT see 


Andrew Callaway 


AH: 748 7678 

4th Tuesday 

7:00 PM 

2nd Floor, 66 Albert Road 
South Melbourne 


When Ross Hall learned that Don 
McKenzie turns up for many SIGs, not 
just Turbo Pascal, he commented “Do you 
mean to say ALL the SIGs receive your 
barbed wit?” Well barbed wit or no, 
welcome Don. 


Ken Holmes has been putting some 
sophisticated 3D software together, 
including 3D ray tracing and his “Dotty” 
pictures (You know—the type that you 
stare at for half an hour then suddenly a 
dragon pops out at you) and gives us an 
update each month. Keep up the good 
work Ken. 


We will soon be receiving the latest update 
of CA-Realizer. Someone will evaluate it, 
and perhaps write a review for 

PC Update. Shortly I will also be writing 
a review of PowerBASIC, which several 
SIG members use. 





Blind Citizens 


John Machin 


AH: 569 1440 
3rd Tuesday 
7:45 PM 

1st Floor 

87 High Street 
Prahran 





Our SIG continues to meet regularly with 
members of the NFBCA Computer Users 
Group of Victoria. The NFBCA Group is 
a Special Interest Branch of the National 
Federation of Blind Citizens of Australia 
Limited. The Group is a Corporate 
Member of Melb PC and provides the 
opportunity for the interchange of news 
and techniques relating to the use of 
computers by people with sight problems. 


Bill Patchett and myself of the Blind 
Citizens SIG are available to answer 
enquiries from Melb PC members 
experiencing difficulty when using 
computers due to sight problems. 





Ballarat Region 
Laurie Dixon 


BH&AH: (053) 32 4492 
1st Thursday 

(except school holidays) 

7:30 PM 

Ballarat East Secondary College 





Joe Henry 
(054) 72 3107 


Liaison-Jim Shelton 
(054) 46 3266 — most hours 


2nd Wednesday 

7:30 PM 

Girton Grammar School 
(Computer Room) 

105 Mackenzie Street, 
Bendigo. (Vine Street entrance) 


Report by Jim Shelton 


Our March meeting started with a round 
of those present to sort out problems they 
may be experiencing. As always, there is 
one problem with a multitude of answers. 
Updating motherboards was discussed 
with emphasis on the difference between 


486SX, DX, DLC, and all the other 
variations. 


Mike Deam, a representative of IBM, then 
took over and started his demonstration of 
OS/2. A cartoon-type video illustrated the 
development of OS/2 and then the 32-bit 
operating system was introduced. Two 
monitors were connected and Mike went 
through OS/2 explaining how the folders 
are used, how a DOS box is used, and 
how to go into Windows and use a word 
processor while the other two operations 
were going on. 


On 16 March a regional working party 
consisting of five office bearers was 
formed. Glen Crowhurst, our hard working 
convener for the Bendigo region has 
stepped down for a spell. A big thanks to 
Glen for all he has done for the local group 
since he has been in command. 


We thank IBM, and Mike Deam for 
coming along to our meeting and a very 
informative evening with OS/2. Look out 
for details of a Windows Workshop, on a 
Saturday, sometime in the future. 


@ Wednesday 11 May: Genealogy will be 
the theme for the evening 


e Wednesday 8 June: Russ Collins will 
continue his demonstration of agriculture 
software and members will be reporting 
on the disks that Tom Coleman handed 
out at the February meeting, so all those 
members in the Bendigo Region who 
received the programs should get 
cracking on the project. 
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Clarion 
Alan King 


BH: 819 5005 

4th Wednesday 

6:30 PM 

St.Mark’s Anglican Church 

Cnr. Canterbury & Burke Roads 
Camberwell 





Communications 
Philip Lew 


BH: 822 2998 
(Brief calls please) 

2nd Wednesday 

7:30 PM 

2nd Floor, 66 Albert Road 
South Melbourne 





Computer Music 
Murray Grigg 


AH: 318 2834 
2nd Thursday 
7:00 PM 





South Melbourne 


The Computer Music SIG caters for 
anyone with an interest in any sort of 
computer music i.e. MIDI, sound cards, 
music notation software, in fact any 
application of computers to some aspect of 


AUSTRALIAN COMPUTERS FROM JED... STD BUS OR EMBEDDABLE 386SX 


JED has been on the STD-bus in Australia 
since 1981, with a wide range of cards, boxes, 
power supplies and systems. And it’s all made 
right here. 


STD-801 CMOS Computer 


This card (see below) uses the NSC-800 
CPU to provide the familiar Z80 instruc- 
tion set, with two serial ports (inc. 
RS485), three counters, 30 digital lines, 
clock, eight, 10-bit ADC channels, and up 
to 120 Kbyte of CMOS RAM or PROM. 
Draws 0.5 watt! BASIC, monitor and 
device drivers included. And it only costs 
$550. Hi-Tech C is also supported. 





EMBEDDABLE 386SX 


The JED Industrial 386SX PC is now on 
the market! 

The 11” by 5.3” board only needs 4 watts, 
and includes up to 16 Mbyte of RAM, 
and has on-board PROM/RAM sockets 
for a true “all silicon” system. It also has 
IDE hard disk, floppy disk, two serial, a 
printer, and keyboard/mouse interfaces 
on-board. 

Digital interfaces on-board connect to 
the outside world with the minimum of 
fuss, and to go with it, we have VGA and 
LCD boards; 3/6 slot motherboards and 
battery-backed power supplies. 

Call JED for a full data sheet: the board 
is priced around $1000, and it’s made 
right here in Australia. 





PC PROM Programmer 


Now in production is a $300 no-fuss 
PROM programmer for EPROMS from a 
range of manufacturers. 





This little box plugs into the D25 printer 
port of a PC and is powered by a plug- 
pack from the mains quite independently 
from the PC. Thus it will work with any 
XT/AT/386 or lap-top, and the neat 
thing is... it doesn’t need any fiddling 
around inside the PC installing cards, 
setting interrupts, etc, etc. 

It is auto-configuring from the PROM 
self-identifier, and the program supplied 
on disk allows PROMs to be made from 
a range of formats (Intel, Motorola, etc) 
or copied and edited in the field. 
EPROM and FLASH devices from 64K 
to 512 Kbyte are supported. 


JED Microprocessors Pty. Ltd. Phone (03) 762 3588 Fax (03) 762 5499 
Office 7, 5/7 Chandler Road (PO Box 30), Boronia, Victoria 3155. 








2nd Floor, 66 Albert Road 
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music. All levels of experience are catered 
for, including novices. I’m no expert myself. 


At our March meeting we had informal 
discussion on a variety of topics, including 
sound cards and programs. Several people 
wanted to know how to get started in 
computer music, what to buy, how to get 
it all working and so forth. They were 
pointed in the right direction but I think 
we all learnt a few things that night. 


At our previous meeting, we were treated 
to a talk by A. Redell, who had been to a 
computer music convention at Princeton 
University in USA. He covered various 
topics including sound generation, and 
described some of the research going on 
the computer music field. We all enjoyed 
that evening very much and learnt a bit 
at the same time. 


By the time you read this, we will have 
had our April meeting, with Mark Dodd 
from Credence Microsystems. Mark is 
demonstrating the Futura Sound card 
with wave table synthesis. He is also 
showing us an MPEG multimedia card. 
So now you know what you’ve missed out 
on if you haven’t been coming to our 
meetings. However, all is not lost: plenty 
of goodies are awaiting you at future 
meetings —all you have to do is turn up. 
All are welcome. 





Meeting details will be announced soon. 


Freeware and Shareware 
Russell Langley 


BH: 525 8256 
3rd Tuesday 
7:30 PM 

2nd Floor 

66 Albert Road 
South Melbourne. 





New Dates and Location 


At our March meeting members agreed to 
the parental meeting place, where we will 
have much better computer and projection 
facilities. The change requires a move to 
the third Tuesday of each month. 
Apologies for any inconvenience, but 

I’m sure the new arrangement will be 
beneficial. We will now be able to show 
Windows, mouse, and printer programs. 


March Presentations 


Allan Michelmore demonstrated a new file 
management program for DOS or OS/2 
called INSPECTA (Melb 8053). It turned 
out to be extraordinarily versatile yet user 
friendly. He has arranged for a limited 
number of registered copies of this tool to 
be available from the office at a specially 
discounted price, and generously donated a 
registered copy to a randomly chosen lucky 








attendee. Your convener has also arranged 
for INSPECTA to be installed permanently 
on our SIG computer. 


Allan then showed us INFOCUS (Melb 
8054), a client database capable of 
handling up to 10,000 clients. It can be 
configured for VGA or monochrome 
screens, allows memo fields of any size, 
and prints envelopes for clients. It also 
features inbuilt complete Australian 
Suburbs and Postcodes, so when he 
entered a client’s suburb as “Bal”, it 
automatically completed the address 

as “Balaclava, 3183". 


I then presented the final two disks. 
SHARE SPELL (Melb 2310) is a 
reasonably fast spelling checker for ASCII 
text files. It looks up every word in your 
specified document in an American 
dictionary (over 100,000 words), and offers 
a set of alternatives for any mismatch. 
Anybody whose word processor lacks such 
a checker (e.g. Windows Write) will find 
SHARE SPELL very useful for correcting 
typos, etc. This disk includes DICMAN, 

a dictionary manager which lets you add 
your own words (Moorabbin, Jackson, Ltd, 
etc.) to the master dictionary. 


RUSTOOLS (Melb 2379) contains my 
choice of 27 small favourite DOS utility 
programs, plus their documentation files, 
all on one disk. It includes ORG, 
MOREDRY, DIR-DIR, TEDPLUS2, 
P-BASIC, etc., plus some well-known 
ones, and some I have written myself. 


Any members who would like to talk about 
and give a half-hour demonstration of a 
loved Freeware or Shareware program at 
one of our meetings are invited to phone 
me on 525-8256. 


The innovation introduced in February, of 
allowing each attending member to buy a 
copy of any one of the demonstrated disks 
for just $1 proved very popular again! If 
you want to try these bargains, be sure 

to note the changed dates and location 

of your club’s Freeware/Shareware SIG. 


Geelong Region 


ee 


Peter van der Zwaag 


BH: (052) 41 1082 
Last Wednesday 
8:00 PM 

Geelong Amateur 
Radio Club 

4 Storrer Street, 
Geelong 


Goulburn Valley Region 


This SIG is in recess until a new 
convener is found. Contact the SIG 
Coordinator if you are able to assist. 








Graphics 
Yahya Abdal-Aziz 


AH: 562 1023 (brief calls please) 
4th Monday, 7:45 PM 

Alternating Venue—see report below 
for details 


The Graphics SIG meets at 7:45 pm on 
the 4th Monday of each month (one week 
earlier in December). In odd-numbered 
months we meet at Dudley Robin’s home 
at 24 Hillview Road, North Balwyn. 

In even-numbered months, we meet 

at Nadish Naoroji’s studio at the rear 

of 8 Park Crescent, North Caulfield. 





Hardware 
Felix Hofmann 


AH: 523 5400 

3rd Wednesday 

7:00 PM 

2nd Floor, 66 Albert Road 
South Melbourne 


Report by John Stoddart 


About 30 members attended the 16 March 
meeting. Members are invited (Felix did 
this eight times so I think that he means 
it) to a hands-on computer building session 
on 30 April at 10.00am. This is a 
Saturday—so come along. Many thanks to 
Allan Sefton and Greg Jaggers of Softcell, 
Armadale, for 4 MB of memory and a 
power supply. The previous sysops very 
kindly left a 386 motherboard, assorted 
boxes, etc. that were originally to be used 
as a test bed. 


Ruth brought in a computer with an 
intermittent fault and is very grateful to 
Max Skop for quickly finding the faulty 
cable on the disc controller and repairing it. 


David Graham brought in a 360kB bit 
copier. He had a destructive glint in his 
eye at the thought of being able to take it 
apart. He was extremely happy to discover 
that he could modify it to 1.44MB or 
1.22MB. 


Questions, Answers and Topics Discussed 


e CPU’s and Heat—if cooling is needed. 
Data from INTEL says that fans wear 
out more quickly if mounted vertically. 


e Noisy Hard Drives- are they falling 
apart? 
e DOS and bad sectors. 


e A member has a 40MB IDE hard disc. 
When he runs FDISK with DOS 6.2, 
then shuts down and starts up again, the 
partition is gone and the disc is clean. 


e Verbatim floppy disc head cleaning kit. 
© Boot sectors and interrupts. 
@e Modems 


What’s a good one? 
Comments on the Quick Spirit II. 
Telephone Lines and Fibre Optic Cables. 


e IRQs, DMAs and addresses. 
@ Cascaded and redirected interrupts. 
e Software needed for an elderly faxcard 


which plugs into the bus rather than 
into a port. 


All members are welcome. Come armed 
with problems, bits and pieces, apparatus 
or just questions. 





New Users Central 


Felix van Lier 


BH&AH: 525 3962 
3rd Monday 
7:00 PM 


2nd Floor, 66 Albert Road 
South Melbourne 








New Users East 


Doug Brooke 


BH&AH: 822 3458 

2nd Tuesday 

7:30 PM 

St.Mark’s Anglican Church 

Cnr. Canterbury & Burke Roads 
Camberwell 


PHONE — FAX LINE SHARER 
Integrate your Fax (or Modem) into any 


Telephone System.Completely 
Automatic and Transparent 
operation, without Compromise. 
No special wiring, any | 
device at any locaction. 


FAX — FAX / MODEM LINK 


At last, you can now interface your 
Fax with your Fax/Modem to 
provide Document 

Scanning to Your PC 

Hardcopy Print 

to your Fax. 








OS/2 


Terry Kemp 


Contact via Melb PC 
4th Wednesday 
6:30 PM 

2nd Floor, 

66 Albert Road 
South Melbourne 


Report by Albert Chong 


The March meeting had a great turnout 
of 29 people plus Terry. This SIG is 
growing rapidly. 


The night began with a question and 
answer session concerning our favourite 
topic—installation. Andrew Keil then 
began downloading information into our 
brains about OS/2-DOS session settings 
for communication programs. This was 
followed by the ritual transfusion of coffee. 
The night’s advance topic was on 
templates and associations, given again 
by Andrew. The formal part of the evening 
ended with Alan Michelmore 
demonstrating and test driving a variety 
of OS/2 programs. 


Next month’s advanced topic is on backing 
up the desktop and extended attributes. 
Also, Alan will be giving a demostration 
of Gammatech Utilities. 


New Models 
Just 
Released 
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Parliament 
Mike Purdy 


BH: 651 8991 
Contact convener for meeting details. 





Peninsula Region 
Bill Docherty 


AH: 772 5125 

4th Thursday 

7:00 PM 

“John Madder’” Hall 
Mornington Peninsula Hospital 
Hastings Road, Frankston. 


Report by Russell Wright 


Penrig has had a busy and informative 
month. Genealogy has taken off, with 
eighteen members taking an interest 
in their family tree and history. 


During March we will have seen a 
demonstration of the PAF Genealogy 
Program at All Saints Church, which 
also has a very good database on births 
and deaths. 


The Retirees group is also growing with 
eighteen members. In March Ken Thomas 
spoke on how the group could expand. 


A Communications meeting had a good 
turnout with twenty-eight members, all 
to listen and learn from Barry McMenomy 


FAX - MODEM LINE SHARER 


Now you can connect your Modem to your 
Fax Line for fully automatic ¢ 
Bi-Directional operation. 


Or operate two Modems , 


on one line. 


i 
¥ 


PHONE - FAX - MODEM LINE SHARER 


Automatic Voice, Fax and Modem on One Line 
EASY-CONNECT, Australia's 


leading Line Sharer. 


Now also Available with 
Automatic Modem 


Capability. 
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and Philip Lew. They gave a good 
demonstration of the Melb PC BBS, 
as well as answering many questions. 


Andrew Spiers and Rob Gorey will be 
assisting Dave Mitchell who will discuss 
the three “T’s Telix, Telemate, and 
Terminate as well as the BlueWave offline 
reader. 


The general meeting was very interesting, 
with Norman Wilson demonstrating 
foreign languages on PCs. The ease of use 
and learning of a foreign language on a 
PC seems quite easy and fun. 


Penrig’s BBS will be running on or after 
16 March, the number is (059) 75 0799. 


Q&A 


Ian Garth 


BH: 280 8564 
3rd Thursday 
6:00 PM 

2nd Floor, 

66 Albert Road 
South Melbourne 





Viv Martin 


AH: 551 4838 

4th Thursday 

7:30 PM 

2nd Floor, 66 Albert Road 
South Melbourne 











 OMNICOMM 


Computer Communications & Software Specialists | 
Phone. 878-6735 of 018-369757, Fax: 818-5537 














Retired & Interested 
Persons 


Sam Brown 


BH&AH: 889 0164 

4th Friday 

(Note, not last Friday) 

10:00 AM 

Lutheran Church, 25 Cypress Avenue, 
Glen atidaed 


Small lauainede: 
Barry McMenomy 


BH: 500 9522 
AH: 699 9759 
Ist Tuesday 
7:30 PM 

2nd Floor, 

66 Albert Road 
South Melbourne 


Sunbury Region 
Brett Chapman 


BH: 744 5321 
2nd Tuesday 
8:00 PM 

37 O’Shanassy St. 
Sunbury 








Ross Hall 


AH: 568 3813 
BH: 699 4000 
2nd Tuesday 
7:30 PM 

2nd Floor 

66 Albert Road 
South Melbourne 


The Turbo Pascal SIG for March covered 
a wide range of subjects from animation 
techniques to mathematical methods for 
data analysis. 





Among topics discussed were: 


e Virtual and static methods and their 
modes of being called 


e TP Units and the problems involved 
with circular references 


e Optimisation of code and techniques 
using the Turbo Profiler 


e How to improve animation effects 
with wire frame rotation 


The topic of Object Orientated 
Programming again raised plenty of 
queries and discussion. Questions revolved 
around method types, Virtual Method 
Tables and procedure calling 
implementation. An interesting problem 
was raised involving the analysis of data 
recorded from the digital output of a 
mechanical measuring device. The data 
had to be filtered so that a smooth nae 





Outstanding Personal Service at your Office or Home 
When it is convenient for you 





® OPTIMA / SPRINTER computers for home and business applications 


® Multimedia, (Sound cards and CD ROM Drives) 


@® Networks, (Windows for Workgroups 3.11, Lantastic and Novell) 
® Communications (Fax/Modems) 
® Corporate referrals available on request 


Special Offer to PC Update readers. 


@ Comma Conp 3242, V17 fax with 9 and 25 pin serial cable, DOS and Windows fax software | 
from Delrina and Qmodem modem software. 


® A complete package, nothing else needed, delivered to you in Melbourne Metropolitan area | 
via courler Ee ree OO inc tax. eon eae on MC GaOSE 





could be produced. Quite a few 
mathematical suggestions were put 
forward and at the next meeting we 
hope to have a sample of output data 
so members present can have a try at 
filtering the data using their own 
algorithms. 


The meeting closed at 11.00 p.m. The 
next meeting will be held on Tuesday 
10 May. Everyone is welcome. 





UNIX 
Grant Fink 


AH:(052)83 1323 

2nd Friday 

7:30 PM 

2nd Floor, 66 Albert Road 
South Melbourne 





Tessa Melland 


AH: 873 2415 
Movable Feast 
“Kat-Ins” held after each 
Main Monthly Meeting 
(Refer Convener for 
details). 





The Thai Orchid (Licensed/BYO) 
Restaurant on Victoria Parade, 
Collingwood was a terrific night for 

the forty members who attended, enjoying 
a sumptuous set meal for $17.00. 


The highlight of the evening was the 
fulfilment of a rash promise made by 
Colin, should the elusive Peter Young 
finally show up—which he did!! The High 
Llama had already started handing out 
the sparklers at the monthly meeting, 

so that we should be well prepared. 


Putting faces to the names of BBS 
messagers again supplied some surprises, 
whilst having a chance to catch up with 
friends was the main enjoyment of the 
evening. 


Darren Pelacchi and his friends who 
organise the Warragul Regional Interest 
Group joined us and met many of the 
organisational talent from Melb PC. In 
the casual atmosphere it’s always a good 
opportunity to meet the core of a cross- 
section of active members, even Peter 
Smith was able to make it this month. 


As the last of us left, four hours seemed to 
have passed in a flash. With the mixture 
of serious and humorous conversation, a 
palate tingling from a very tasty cuisine 
and lubricants to suit, we were talked out, 
laughed out and very comfortable. 


Most of us will be Waffling again next 
month, probably at a Greek restaurant! 
See you there? 


[Ed: There is no truth in the rumour that 


_ the chandelier broke, but Colin did sing _ 


“A Star Fell From Heaven’—GT] 
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Warragul 
Darren Pelacchi 


AH: (056)23 5968 

1st Monday 

7:00 PM 

Function Room, 

Warragul Leisure Centre 
21 Burke Street, Warragul 





Windows 


Nigel Harris 





BH: 368 2808 
AH: 369 7300 
Ist Monday 
7:00 PM 

2nd Floor, 

66 Albert Road 
South Melbourne 


Report by Ian Mitchell 


Our April meeting evening started with 
the usual question and answer session 
followed by a discussion and 
demonstration of keyboard and mouse 
short cuts and general user aspects of 
Windows. Being Easter, attendance was 
down to about 25. Nigel will be interstate 
for the May meeting, however Ian Mitchell 
has agreed to convene and David Mitchem 
has kindly offered to present information 
on setting up Windows for Modem and 
Fax communications. J 


A Better Computer Solution! 


REALLY know... 


Computer Rebuilds can also advise 
you on CD ROMS, Hard Disks, 
Memory and Processor Upgrades, 
Multimedia and Networking solutions 


Talk with the people who 


High performance 486DX40 or 66Mhz local 
bus systems, with the best quality components, 
can be yours - built exactly to your own 
specifications. Talk to us. We are keen 

to listen to YOUR needs and will assist 


you in planning YOUR computer. Call us for an obligation free assessment! 


COMPUTER REBUILDS 


Board & Drive Upgrade Spectalists 


476 Swan Street, Richmond, Vic. 3121 
Telephone (03) 428 4413 Fax (03) 427 9279 


COMPUTER 
REBUILDS 
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Shareware/Fre 


Member’s Free Ad 
For Sale 


Modem - 2400 Hayes 
compatible internal 
modem, includes 
software and can be 
seen working. 

$80 


lO Card, fully 


configurable. Ports - 
2 serial, 1 parallel, 1 
games, as new. 


$10 


Keyboard, AT 101 key 
unit. 
$15 
Tim Josling 
(03) 557 6157 





e 














by Glenn Webster 


Updates 





Offline v1.56 Melb 2267 


Offline is a QWK compatible reader that allows you to 
read mail offline and save long distance telephone 
charges. It provides netmail support for MAXIMUS or 
compatible systems, mouse support, tag lines and 
on-line help. You can also print and export messages. 


This version provides functions to mark messages and 
read marked messages, flag messages read and 
replied to and create a blank QWkK packet for future 
use. The REP file archiver is automatically matched 
with the Qwk file original archiver. 


Terminate v1.41 Melb 8017 


Terminate has on-line help for novices but retains the 
flexibility experts require. Some of the features of this 
program are fax and network support, CD audio 
player, complete point system, cost manager, and 
autologins. It has a superb file manager, improved 
OS/2 timeslices and supports Digicom, ISDN and Fossil 
up to 115,200 bps. It can use either a fax or data 
modem in host mode with an adaptive answer modem 
chosen from a very thorough configuration picklist. 


NeoPaint v2.2 Melb 8021 


This new version of NeoPaint provides support for 
over 300 printers, including many 24-pin dot matrix, 
laser, ink jet and color printers. Several new tools and 
options have been added, including the ability to 
create transparent cut-outs, custom line widths, and 
the previewing of stamps larger than 64 x 64. Other 
minor enhancements have been made. 


Telix v3.22 Melb 8062 


The main reason for this release of Telix is to provide 
a software solution for a known flaw in a particular 
revision of Rockwell’s firmware. A number of other 
changes have been made, including the ability to sort 
a dialing directory internally based on four keys, in 
ascending or descending order, and having the status 
line show the actual connect rate if it can be 
determined by the dialing method. 


We have taken the opportunity of amalgamating all 
files onto a single disk, with this release of Telix. 
Accordingly, disks Melb 0075 and Melb 1186 have 
been deleted. 


New Disks 


Rustools by Langley Melb 2379 


Rustools is a collection of 27 small but useful Dos 
utility programs, and their documentation files, all on 
one disk. It includes ORG, MOREDRYV, DIR-DIR, 
TEDPLUS2, P-BASIC and other well known utilities as 
well as some written by Russell Langley himself. 


Rock ’n’ Roll Collection Melb 2380 


This is a collection of rock songs from the late 80’s 
and early 90’s. The songs included are Defenders of 
the Crown, a Jam session and Michael Jackson. A 
small graphic player is included with this disk. 
Requires a 386, Covox/DAC/Sound Source/Sound 
Blaster. 


are Update 


Music Mega Mix Vol 1 Melb 2381 


This is a collection of .MODs from the late 80’s to the 
early 90’s. The songs included are James Brown is 
Dead and Technology. This includes a small graphic 
player. Requires a 386, Covox/DAC/Sound Source/ 
Sound Blaster. 


Music Mega Mix Vol 2 Melb 2382 


This is a collection of .MODs from the late 80’s to the 
early 90’s. The songs are Jetsons Rap and Ice Ice 
Baby. This includes a small graphic player. Requires a 
386, Covox/DAC/Sound Source/Sound Blaster. 


Quatris Il+ v1.0 Melb 2383 


A top-notch Tetris-like game featuring an impressive 
3D graphical user interface, bombs, robots, extended 
shapes and numerous other advanced features over 
Tetris. Requires VGA, 286 and hard disk, mouse optional. 


Street Fighter Il - Crazy Edition Melb 2384 


Street Fighter Il (Crazy Edition) was featured in 
Charles Wright’s column in 7he Age in March. The 
game uses the character of RYU from the arcade and 
shareware versions of Street Fighter. There are many 
special moves to use, like Fire Balls, Super Fire Balls, 
God Hand and Power Restoring. Requires a 286 and 
1 MB. The game has keyboard play only. 


One Must Fall v1.0 Melb 2385 


If you like Street Fighter, Mortal Combat, or Time 
Killers, welcome to the new generation of Fighting 
games. This is a shareware release of a game system 
in development. Arcade animation and realistic sounds 
help to create a fighting environment. Play either with 
friend or against the computer. Requires VGA and hard 
disk. Soundblaster supported. A joystick is optional. 


Ancients |I—The Death Watch Melb 2386 


Ancients | is a Role Playing fantasy game. Set in 
Medieval England, your character journeys around the 
sewers and other areas of the local village. In the 
village, you enter into buildings, collecting items to 
help you on your journey. Up to 4 players can play at 
once and the game has an easy-to-use icon interface. 
Requires VGA display and a mouse. 


NeoShow Melb 2387 


NeoShow lets you combine PCX and GIF format 
graphic images into effective presentations. Uses 
include group presentations, self running exhibits, 
sales tracts, etc. A variety of screen wipes, fades and 
dissolves enables the user to produce smooth 
transitions. Supports 2, 16, 256 color files at up to 
1024x768, and SoundBlaster compatible cards. 
Requires: DOS 3.1+; EGA/VGA/SVGA; MS/Logitech or 
compatible mouse; hard disk; and 640 kB plus RAM. 


NeoShow Pro Melb 2388 


NeoShow Pro lets you combine PCx and GIF format 
images into effective presentations. Uses include 
visual aids, showroom exhibits, sales tracts, etc. 
Variety of screen wipes, fades and dissolves. Sound 
recorder. Runtime license lets you produce/distribute 
EXE stand alone shows. Supports 2, 16 and 256 
colour files to 1024 x 768, and Sound Blaster 
compatible cards. Requires DOS 3.1, EGA/VGA/SVGA , 
MS/Logitech compatible mouse, hard disk and 640 kB 
plus RAM. 


NeoFont Melb 2389 
NeoFont is a collection of fonts to be used with the 
Neopaint (Melb 8021), and NeoBook (Melb 8055) 
programs. NeoFont requires any version of the above 
NeoSoft programs. A 386 and a mouse is required. 


Traxtime v1.0A Melb 8051 


TraxTime 1.0A is a personal punch clock for Windows 
3.1 Perfect for anyone who must know time spent on 

different projects. Custom reports go to printer, disk or 
screen. Unlimited number of projects and dates. All in/ 
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bounty money on the expansion of your devastating 
arsenal, which can be upgraded with 14 hard core 
weapons. Excellent VGA graphics. Supports all major 
sound cards, mouse and joystick (Thrustmaster and 
Gravis supported). Four skill levels. Requires a 
minimum of 386, 2 MB RAM and DOS 5. 


Xargon |—Beyond Reality Melb 8059 
A new arcade game from Epic MegaGames. You play 
the role of Malvineous on an expedition through 
gigantic, action-packed levels in the style of Jill of the 


Jungle (Melb 2366). Excellent 256-color artwork, highly 
animated enemies and Sound Blaster music and 
sound. Requires a 386 and VGA. 


Visual Basic Runtime Libraries Melb 8052 
prone : CIA Hypertext (2 disks) Melb 8060/61 
This disk contains VBRUN100.DLL, VBRUN200.DLL and CIA Hysestet tsa PC version of the US Central 


VBRUN300.DLL. These libraries are required by a 
number of Windows 3.1 programs. (Melb 2315, which Intelligence Agency’s World Fact Book. This book is a 
standard for US and foreign governments seeking 


contained only VBRUN200.DLL, has been deleted). 
data on any country or area in the world. It is an 


InspectA for DOS v1.10 Melb 8053 up-to-date source of economic, geographical and 
InspectA for OS/2 v1.10 Melb 8055 _ political data on more than 250 countries and areas 

; f the world. CIA Hypertext contains the full text of 
InspectA is a combined file, archive and FidoNet mail us 
manager. It provides many facilities built into a very is i: We ag ise Pret or pastel Ones 
usable and flexible front-end shell. It supports all ne : 
common compressed archive formats, including ZIP, applications as needed. Requires 1.8 MB of hard disk 


ARC, LHA, SQZ, ZOO and HPACK. InspectA provides the | SPace and EGA. A mouse Is optional. 
ability to easily extract or delete files in groups or 
individually, add to existing archives, edit or view 
specific files. The user interface is based on the “point 
and shoot” concept. It is intuitive to use and easy to 
understand. Both mouse and keyboard are supported. 


InspectA 1.10 is available for both MS-DOS 3.3 up and 
OS/2 1.2 up (including full support for HPFS and OS/2 
2.x). InspectA runs as a text mode application under 
both operating systems, and fully supports extended 
EGA, VGA and SVGA text modes where available. 


out times are easily edited. Lots of options. Requires 
VBRUN300.DLL in your \WINDOWS\SYSTEM subdirectory. 


Deletions 


The following disks have been deleted from the 
Shareware Library. These disks are some of the disks 
which have not been requested by members during 
the last 18 months. Removal of these disks will allow 
us to concentrate on keeping the Library up-to-date, 
and adding newer shareware as it becomes available. 
Further deletions may occur in the coming months. 


0006 0018 0022 0024 0026 0027 0032 0041 0055 0056 0058 
In-Focus Melb 8054 965 0067 0070 0077 0078 0080 0087 0094 0099 0100 0101 
In-Focus is a client database capable of handling up 0106 0107 0115 0120 0125 0126 0127 0142 0145 0148 0149 
to 10,000 clients. It allows memo fields of any size, 0154 0155 0156 0157 0164 0172 0174 0175 0176 0181 0189 
and can print envelopes for clients. The package 0197 0200 0218 0219 0224 0241 0244 0246 0247 0255 0265 
features a complete Australian suburb and postcode 0267 0277 0278 0279 0281 0286 0293 0301 0309 0310 0316 
database. It can be configured for VGA or mono. 0321 0335 0336 0337 0338 0342 0345 0347 0350 0355 0359 
0360 0364 0369 0372 0375 0380 0382 0391 0395 0397 0398 
NeoBook Melb 8055 0400 0416 0420 0424 0429 0431 0444 0454 0456 0459 0461 
NeoBook is system for authoring disk-based, inter- 0468 0473 0475 0482 0487 0541 0545 0549 0555 0556 0558 
active newsletters, books, catalogs, educational 0559 0563 0567 0580 0581 0582 0583 0589 0593 0598 0607 
materials, etc. Links to popular word processors, paint 0612 0615 0616 0617 0621 0624 0625 0627 0628 0636 0640 
programs. Compiler and runtime license enable 0641 0644 0647 0657 0675 0687 0689 0692 0697 0704 0707 
compiled publications to be distributed (EXE format). 0717 0729 0732 0733 0738 0739 0748 0762 0771 0776 0778 
Imports PCX/GIF format images and ASCII text. Requires 0780 0783 0793 0811 0818 0826 0827 0832 0840 0841 0851 
DOS 3.1, EGA/VGA/SVGA graphics, MS/Logitech 0860 0867 0879 0882 0883 0885 0887 0894 0895 0899 0902 
compatible mouse, hard disk and 640 kB plus RAM. 0909 0911 0918 0919 0931 0932 0947 0948 0954 0956 0958 
: 0979 0987 0992 0993 1001 1004 1009 1010 1014 1017 1021 
Robomail QWK Reader v1.3 Melb 8056 1024 1025 1031 1037 1038 1045 1047 1048 1050 1052 1055 
Robomail is a multi-platform Qwk offline mail reader, 1056 1061 1062 1063 1064 1065 1068 1069 1072 1073 1074 
which allows you to combine all of your mail packets 1060 1092-400 11013.. 1117 «1122.-—«21125- 27.) 1128.) 11383 1135 
and treat them as one a large database of messages. 1140 1141 1142 1147 1148 1159 1160 1161 1164 1167 1168 
There is extensive support for Internet E-Mail and 1169: 497@- fara 1197...1198 1199 1201 1202. .1208 1204°:.1209 
Newsgroups. Robomail is also OS/2, Windows and 1211 1292 ee 1216. 1228. «1229... 1230 1231 1237 1238 1239 
DESQview aware. A tutorial is included as a .QWK 1254 1256 1264 1265 1267 1271 1276 1278 1281 1283 1284 
oacket to help you become accustomed to the 1291 1295 1296 1297 1310 1315 1316 1321 1822 1323 1324 
features. The program has a context-sensitive Fi help 1325 1327 1338 1339 1346 1357 1361 1375 1377 1382 1383 
<ey. Version 1.2 of Robomail was reviewed in the 1410 1415 1418 1424 1427 14383 1486 1441 1443 1446 1447 
March 1994 edition of PC Upaate. This version 1450 1451 1452 1456 1457 1458 1460 1461 1468 1476 1477 
orovides support for protected mode operation and 1479 1480 1483 1486 1505 1506 1515 1527 1529 1541 1542 
‘requires a 286 or better processor and 1 MB of RAM. 1543 °1552=- eee 558 «1562. 1566 1573.°.1575:. 1577 1585: ey 
1592 1594 1596 1600 1601 1605 1617 1622 1623 1625 1627 
Raptor v1.0 (2 disks) Melb 8057/58 1637 1638 1647 1648 1649 1658 1670 1672 1673 1674 1675 
in the future as a mercenary flying the super-tech 1676 1670 tree--1709. «1710. 1712. 1714. A719-. 1729.. 1730): 1760 
Raptor, you’ll be sent on interplanetary missions to 1766 1768 1769 1770 1774 1802 1809 1812 1832 1837 1864 
<nock off top competitors of MegaCorp. Spend your 1868 1869 1871 1872 1882 1892 1893 1901 g 
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Microtek ScanMaker 45t 
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by Nadish Naoroji 


he Microtek ScanMaker 45t is the most 

affordable professional transparency 

scanner available today. Designed 

specifically for publishing and graphics 
professionals, this scanner captures detailed 
highlights, rich shadows and extremely accurate 
midtones. At its highest resolution it would create 
a 232 MB 24-bit colour file from a 5-inch x 4-inch 
transparency. 





Specifications 


Transparency scanner with SCSI interface, TWAIN 
software driver, 1,000 x 1,000 dpi (optical) resolution 
with interpolation to maximum of 2,000 x 2,000 dpi. 


Maximum scanning area: 5 inches x 5 inches 
Media: The scanner can scan colour or black & 
white transparencies, slides and film strips in 
both positive or negative. 

Optical capabilities: Optical density = 3.0 

36 bit colour (giving 68.7 million colours) 


or 


12 bit grayscale (giving 4,096 shades of gray) 
Scanning method and sensor: Tri-colour 
linear-array CCD sensor, with daylight 
fluorescent light source scanning both colour and 
grayscale in one pass. 


Hardware Requirements 


386 or better PC or compatible running Windows 
3.0 or 3.1 with 2 MB RAM. The scanner may be 
connected to an existing SCSI compatible interface 
card or installed using the supplied SCSI interface 
card. The scanner is also fully compatible with 
Apple Macintosh computers. 


Software Compatibility 


The scanner will function with any Windows 
graphics software that supports the TWAIN scanner 
standard. 





Installation 


Since the scanner was available for evaluation for a 
short period only, I installed the supplied SCSI 
card. If I had been installing the scanner on a more 
permanent basis I would have attempted to connect 
it to my existing SCSI-2 controller card. Installation 
was trouble free except for the need to include an 
EXCLUDE line in the SYSTEM.INI file. The 
scanner manual and README file were 
unambiguous on installation hints and tips. 


Overview 


The Microtek ScanMaker 45t, at first glance, seems 
to be a very expensive transparency scanner at 
$10,780. However when you consider that this 
scanner attempts to deliver results equal to those 
from a drum scanner, the least expensive of which 
is over $40,000, you can see that it is a very tempting 
and low cost offering for the publishing or graphics 
professional or bureau. I currently acquire drum 
scans through a bureau from $35 to $150 per scan. 
As you can imagine, scanning costs mount rapidly! 
Desktop, and larger, drum scanners deliver extremely 
high quality thanks to their PMT (Photo Multiplier 
Tube) sensors. I wished to assess whether the Scan- 
Maker 45t, which utilises very high quality CCD 
(Charge Coupled Device) sensors could replace all or 
some of the drum scans used in professional work. 


Calibration 


Prior to using the scanner for the first time, Microtek 
recommends running their calibration utility, which 
is automatically installed under Program Manager 
when setting up. Calibration is achieved using a 
5-inch x 4-inch Kodak Q60A target transparency 
that is manufactured to very close tolerances. The 
calibration procedure, which is entirely automatic, 
took no more than a few minutes, and resulted in 
noticeably superior colour rendition than uncalibrated 
scans. The procedure saves a file to the hard disk 
that is used for all subsequent scans if the TWAIN 
dialog box “colour correction” option is selected. 


In use 


The 45t is very easy to use. Three sturdy metal 
frames are supplied, one each for 35 mm, 120 
square film, and 5-inch x 4-inch film. An unmounted 
film chip is mounted into its respective frame and 
then locked closed. The frame is then inserted into 
a slot on the front face of the scanner. A hinged lid 
protects the slot from dust. The lid must be closed 
for scanning to commence. Any Windows graphics 
software supporting the TWAIN standard can be 
used with the Microtek 45t. Most modern graphics 
packages support TWAIN. 


Selecting the Acquire menu item pops up a dialog 
box that is excellently laid out and offers a host 

of options. Most commands required for scans are 
available directly from this dialog box. Clicking on 
the More Options button results in a list of setup 
options that can be saved as a default setup or with 
a setup name given by the user. Scanning with the 
Microtek 45t is a slow affair, particularly when 
large files are involved. A colour prescan took just 
under a minute, whilst the actual scans took about 
8.5 minutes for a 41 MB file and 10 minutes for a 
49 MB file. Competing units deliver similar scan 
times. The addition of more memory to the 


computer normally results in shortened scan times. 
You might well ask, “who needs such large file 
sizes?”, but creating a top quality 4-inch x 5-inch 
transparency or A3 page necessitates large file sizes. 


When compared to setup time on a drum scanner, 
the Microtek 45t wins handsomely. There are no 
gels or oils, no sticky tape, no delicate and scratch 
prone drum, and no alignment problems. However a 
drum scanner does have the capability to mount 
multiple transparencies and execute a “gang” scan. 


Image Quality 


In the short time I had the scanner, I was unable to 
output scanned images to a variety of output devices 
and fine tune the scanner’s calibration to each device. 
Using the standard calibration map, created auto- 
matically by the calibration software, I was able to 
compare the same 5-inch x 4-inch test transparency 
scanned on an Optronics drum scanner with results 
from the Microtek 45t. Initial results were very very 
encouraging. Midtone colour fidelity was good while 
highlight and shadow detail were excellent. I output 
the two scans of the same transparency onto a 
Kodak XLT 7720 dye sublimation printer and the 
Microtek 45t produced results easily rivalling that 
of the drum scan. Normally CCD scanners have 
trouble discerning subtle shades in highlight and 
shadow. This scanner, in combination with the 

map created by its automatic calibration routine, 
provided excellent shadow and highlight detail. In 
the long term, I would have darkened the shadows, 
very slightly, to provide more saturated blacks, 
which gives the appearance of greater sharpness. 


There is no question in my mind that the primary 
reason for the excellent results is the over-sampling 
to 12 bits per colour, instead of the more prevalent 
8 bits per colour on less expensive devices. This 
over sampling allows the scanner to analyse the 
scanned information and intelligently discard least 
useful information. 


Results were superb with 5-inch x 4-inch transpar- 
encies, excellent with 120 size ones and acceptable 
with 35 mm. This is because the scanner does 

not utilise optical techniques to scan the smaller 
formats, merely using less of the CCD chip. A 

35 mm transparency is around 1.4 inches in length. 
With its best optical resolution this scanner would 
only be able to deliver 1400 pixels along the length 
of the full frame 35 mm image, which is unaccept- 
able for professional high resolution work. It would 
be even less practical to scan a portion of a 35 mm 
image! To scan a useful file size of around 20 MB 
from 35 mm full frame transparencies, it was 
necessary to set the scanner to 2000 ppi (pixels per 
inch) resolution, which it achieves by interpolating. 
[ also scanned some black and white negatives and 
achieved excellent results after inverting the scan. 


The optical density range the scanner is capable 

of is an excellent 3.0. A CCD scanner is unlikely to 
match the specifications of drum scanners, which 
achieve figures around 3.8, but the Microtek is not 
far behind. 


Documentation 


Documentation supplied consists of an Operation 
Manual, covering installation and trouble shooting 
adequately. Also supplied inadvertently was the 
Macintosh User Guide for PhotoShop software. 

[f the Windows TWAIN driver manual is similar, 
there is excellent coverage of the dialog box options 
and general scanning information and tips. 
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Microtek Scanner Settin 





Conclusion 


If you are in the market for a top quality desktop 
transparency scanner you can’t ignore the Microtek 
45t, particularly if the images you wish to scan 

are primarily on 5-inch x 4-inch or 120 size film. 
However if your primary need is for a 35 mm 
scanner there is a wide choice available at prices 
lower than that of the 45t. 


The quality of the scans from The Microtek 45t is 
very close to that from a drum scanner and accept- 
able for a very large percentage of professional 
work. If Microtek were to address the weakness 

in scanning 35 mm images, this scanner is likely 
to be a huge success. 


I’m sure this scanner will be absolutely irresistible 
to many professional imagers who currently buy 
drum scanners. 


Availability 

Kayell, 11 Buckhurst Street, 

South Melbourne, Victoria, 3205. 

Tel: (03) 690 1844, Fax: (03) 690 7346 

Contact: Brian Boyle, Account Manager, Digital 
Products. 


Dimensions and weight 
520 x 355 x 165 mm / 10 kg. 


Price 


RRP is $10,780 exclusive of tax. QO 


COMPUTER 
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,8 


9.30 AM TILL 4 PM 





DANDENONG/LYNDALE SECONDARY COLLEGE 
GLADSTONE ROAD, DANDENONG NORTH 
SUNDAYS 17TH APRIL, 15TH MAY 

MOONEE PONDS TOWN HALL 

CNR. MT ALEXANDER & PASCOE VALE RDS 
SUNDAY 24TH APRIL 

FRANKSTON COLLEGE OF TAFE 
FLETCHER RD. (OPP. STATION) 


STANDS AVAILABLE ENTRY $2.50 


ALL MARKETS NOW MONTHLY - ENQUIRIES (03) 699 5146 
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Programming fo 


n recent years there has been 

an explosion in the number of 
programming tools and methodolo- 
gies for developing computer 
applications. Much of the impetus for this 
rapid growth has come about as a result 
of the phenomenal success of the personal 
computer (PC). Interestingly, some 
industry analysts are now beginning 

to say that the PC tag applied to these 
machines is now becoming irrelevant 
because of the sophistication of the tasks 
they perform—they have become almost 
too successful. For example, how could 
we call a machine like one of Compaq’s 
Proliant series running Netware 4 and 
servicing a department of hundreds of 
users—a task that a few years ago 
would have been the responsibility of a 
mini computer—a “personal computer”. 
Yet someone still could, given a generous 
budget, have one of these very powerful 
machines tucked under their desk 
running as their personal computer. 





With the trend of exponential increases 
in raw processing set to continue, ever 
more powerful machines are likely to 
appear on workers’ desktops. Along with 
the availability of these increasingly 
powerful hardware platforms has been 


the 


a rapid move by end users to adopt 
graphical computing environments 
which, in turn, drives new developments 
in hardware technology. The advances in 
end-user desktop systems are now leading 
the way in computer technology and are 
even being considered for the next 
generation of mainframe computers. 
More telling is the fact that the capital 
investment in desktop computing by 
business has now overtaken that of the 
more traditional mini and mainframe 
computers. However, the problem for 
systems and applications programmers 
is that these new graphical desktop 
environments present new and 
significant programming challenges. 






Before looking ahead to where program- 
ming may progress in the nineties it is 
important not to lose sight of some of 

the fundamental factors which effect 
application development—the computer 
hardware, the computer operating system 
and the person developing the application, 
the programmer. Much of the work in 
computer languages has been focused 

on bridging the semantic gap between the 
way computers “think” in terms of binary 
data and the way human programmers 
think in terms both of objects and 
abstract concepts. Many computer 
languages have been developed with 





Patrick Starrenburg is the Technical 
Director at Borland International (Aust) 
based in Sydney. He has worked with 
Borland for a number of years and 

presented Borland’s software solutions 


in seminars, user group meetings and 
presentations throughout Australia, 

New Zealand and S-E Asia. 

Mr Starrenburg is currently working 

with customers presenting Borland’s 
SQL Database server product InterBase. 





the aim of improving the productivity 
of the programmer by abstracting the 
programming process in a way more 
acceptable to humans. But often they 
have the downside of creating 
applications burdened with unacceptable 
performance due to excessive program- 
ming overheads. Performance becomes 
even more critical in a graphical 
windowing environment due to the 
intensive processing power required 

to drive the graphical user interface. 


Specific hardware and operating systems 
restrictions also limit the vendors of 
computer languages in advancing the 
capabilities of language tools. This has 
been particularly relevant in the case 

of the IBM-PC and compatibles platform. 
Developers of PC applications are still 
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having to use language tools which are 
hampered by aspects of the design of 
the original Intel microprocessors. Some 
of the major limitations of those early 
processors were a maximum addressable 
memory of 1 MB, a maximum allocation 
size of 64 kB for chunks of memory 
(segments) and an inconvenient memory 
addressing scheme which uses a segment: 
offset scheme to point to a required 
location in memory. The hardware 
restrictions which caused these 
limitations have long since disappeared 
with the latest Intel micro-processors, 
however the limitations are still with 
us, inextricably tied into the operating 
system used by the majority of PCs— 
Microsoft DOS. 


As personal computer software, driven 
by end-user demand, moves to graphical 
environments and becomes in the process 
larger and more sophisticated, the 
inevitable result is that application 
development becomes more and more 
difficult. Consequently another very 
important economic consideration for 
software developers is that of application 
or code reusability, which is the ability 
to take software modules and “reuse” 

or update them easily. To maximise their 
productivity programmers need a model 
which allows them easily to plug & play 
programming modules. These modules 
should be completely self-contained 
programming “entities” or objects 
containing both information and the 


code to work with this information. 
These modules can then easily have 
functionality added or be modified 
without breaking the entire application, 
i.e. each module exists independently 
and applications are “built-up” by 
combining existing working modules. 
This modular, object-focused approach 
provides programmers with a model 
which has the benefits both of mapping 
well to the real world and one which is 
easily extensible and maintainable. 


This new programming model is already 
being used by a number of vendors of 
programming software and is increasingly 
being used to develop sophisticated 
software. 


The term used for this programming 
model is object-oriented programming, 
or OOP. 


OOP is becoming so successful precisely 
because it provides a workable solution 
for the software developer to the problems 
outlined above. A useful analogy to 
understand the primary concept of OOP 
is one used by Steve Jobs, one of the 
co-founders of Apple Computer. He uses 
the analogy of doing his laundry — using 
ordinary coding techniques would require 
writing complete instructions for each 
step in the process of handling the data — 
in this case his laundry. Using OOP, the 
data and the instructions are already 
encapsulated within the laundry module 
and are activated by issuing the simple 
command “Clean”. The programmer 
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doesn’t need to know how the module 
works. In effect, he or she delegates the 
task to the previously prepared module 
and then continues with their 
programming work. 


Another reason for the rise in popularity 
of the OOP is that the programming 
model has been incorporated in existing 
widely used PC programming languages 
such as Borland ObjectPascal, Borland 
C++, Microsoft C++ and others. These 
products allow the creation of fully 
compiled stand-alone executable files 
which provide very good performance in 
graphical environments such as Windows 
and OS/2, while taking advantage of the 
high productivity available through the 
object based programming model used 
in OOP. The OOP programming model 
is also being utilised in conjunction with 
graphical programming tools to provide 
rapid application development for the 
above environments. The next evolution- 
ary step incorporating the OOP model 
now under development by IBM and 
others are object-oriented operating 
systems which will make application 
development using OOP programming 
tools even more productive. 


In summary, the object based program- 
ming model provides a number of 
significant benefits for applications 
developers now, and in the future, 

as personal computing moves rapidly 
towards the goal of flexible and 

powerful user software. QO 


TAS Advanced Accounting 


The Modifiable 





TAS Advanced Accounting is a comprehensive accounting 
system suitable for all types of business, including 


@ Manufacturing 
® Wholesaling 

® Retailing 

@ Services 


Accounting System 
for Small to Medium 
Businesses 


Because it is modifiable, TAS © 
also caters for those many businesses 
that have Extra Special Requirements 





Apart from its modifiability, what are some of its stand-out features? 


@ Although DOS based for faster operation, 

it has a Windows-like ability to access 

other programs and return to the starting point 
@ |t uses the very impressive and satisfying 
fast-search technology for all lookups and 
information displays. 

Fast search is not an understatement ! 


@ Almost every report has the following options: 
- Print to disk (in ASCII format) 
- to Screen (even wide reports) 
- to List, which allows unrestricted up, 
down and sideways movement on 
the screen. 


@ File handling is Novell’s Btrieve, which has been 
chosen by 9 out of 10 top US accounting packages 
because it handles networks and large files superbly. 


@ Including all Modules (G/L, S/O, A/R, P/O, A/P 
and I/C) TAS Advanced Accounting costs $2,950. 
Additional modules are available for Payroll, Bill of 
Materials and Job Costing. 


@ |t also allows lookups with different keys, 
perhaps for a product by description 

instead of product code. 

@ The system is supplied as single-user, 

but can be changed on the spot to multi-user, 
at no extra charge (other than the cost of the 
Local Area Network). 


@ An unlimited number of companies can 
be handled, again at no extra cost. 





TAS Business Systems 
108 Browns Road, 
Devon Meadows 


Victoria. 3977 
Phone or fax Ed Price (059) 98 2508 


@ Melb PC Members will receive 10% discount 
plus free setup and installation within 100 km 
of Melbourne CBD. 
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Beauty, Colour, and Harmony of 
Chaos Mathematics: 
The Mandelbrot Fractal 


by Paul Maroun 


haos is a relatively new theory 

in the scientific field, like the 

related fractal geometry that 

consists of an identical motif 
repeating itself on an ever reduced scale. 
Intricate fractal shapes can be discovered 
in nature at large: plants, galaxies, 
clouds, mountains and numerous other 
images. Scientists, engineers, and 
mathematicians are using these theories 
to assist them in understanding 
phenomena that previously eluded 
investigation. 


I first came across a program that 
displayed the Mandelbrot Set— named 
after the mathematician Benoit 
Mandelbrot — while studying the C++ 
language. When I ran it my eyes 
experienced the unfolding of a beautiful 
abstract painting with stunning colours 
distributed with perfect symmetry on 
both sides of the middle horizontal axis 
of the screen. 


It turned out that the program was 
plotting, pixel by pixel, the behaviour 

of the formula, z = z~ +c where z and c 
are complex numbers. A complex number 
consists of two components: a real 
component and an imaginary component. 
Thus, if z is a complex number it must 
be represented by the formula, z = x + yi 
where x is the real component of z and y 





is its imaginary component with i 
carrying the value of V-1. It is this 
non-existent value of i that gives 

a complex number its fundamental 
property of both chaos and stability. 


From another point of view the two 
values x and y can be regarded as the 
rectangular or Cartesian co-ordinates of 
the point z in a complex plane extending 
between -2.0 and +2.0 on the X axis and 
between +1.5 and -1.5 on the Y axis. 


Complex numbers are added by summing 
up the co-ordinates separately (i.e., the 
real components together and the 
imaginary components together) thus 
arriving at a new complex number. 
Multiplication of complex numbers is 
carried out as in simple algebra resulting 
with a complex number. Thus, 
(2+3i)x(5-4i) becomes (10+7i-12i). Then, 
by replacing i~ with its value, -1, we end 
up with the new complex number, (22+72), 
thus “bringing order into chaos”. The 
letter 1 may be considered a reminder 

to keep the two components, real and 
imaginary, separate in any mathematical 
operation. 


To draw each pixel on the screen the 
program determines the colour of that 
pixel according to the following: 


First, the program calculates a new 
value of z applying the Mandelbrot 
formula by initially assigning zeros 
to its real and imaginary components, 


and fractional values to the 
components of c. The fractional values 
are the translation of the position of 
the pixel on the screen (expressed in 
terms of row and column) into the 
complex plane (fractional) co-ordinates. 
For example, row 50, column 75 is 
translated thus: 

(sax 2) rexel she iomnaat) 
48 640 


assuming we want to use up all pixels, 
480x640, on the VGA screen to draw the 
set. 


Second, the program completes the 
scaling —that is, the translation from 
a screen position to a complex plane 
position —by adding the left value of 
-2 to the real component of c and the 
top value of 1.5 to its imaginary 
component so that the initial values 
of c become: 

(-18 13) 


10 lie 
— —2,— ——— $15) <2 


Third, it iterates the formula to decide 
whether that pixel belongs to the 
Mandelbrot Set. At the heart of the 
decision lies the definition that the 
magnitude of a complex number 

(i.e., the square root of the sum of 

its squared coordinates or its distance 
from complex origin zero) is equal to 2. 
Thus, in the program x 4+ y~ must 
never exceed 4 otherwise the pixel is 


Henon Fractal 


said not to belong to the set and 
is deemed to have escaped or to 
be attracted to infinity. If, 
however, the maximum number 
of iterations is reached before the 
value 4 is exceeded the pixel is 
said to belong to the Mandelbrot 
Set or deemed to be imprisoned 
in the Mandelbrot lake. 

Fourth, now that the program has 
separated escapees from prisoners 
on an individual pixel level it 
gives the prisoner pixels a single 
uniform colour, black, in sharp 
contrast to the multitude of 
colours it assigns to escapee pixels 
depending on the speed with 
which they escaped (or the 
number of iterations it took to 
reach the squared magnitude 4). 
When all pixels are drawn in this 
manner the formula springs to life 
showing a truly beautiful image. 


Back to the visual effects. The 
boundary of the Mandelbrot Set 
consists of several rounded shapes 
with other smaller shapes attached 
to them and ordered lightning-like 
filaments radiating from them with 
perfect symmetry around the middle 
horizontal axis of the screen. 
Regardless of how far we zoom in 
into an area, the drawing is always 
more complex and never finite as 
more detail and more astonishing 
shapes are revealed. It is quite 
feasible to zoom into to a detail 
never seen before by human eyes. 


The Mandelbrot Set is a small, but 
important, area of the science of 
fractals. The Julia Set, named after 
the French mathematician Gaston 
Julia, shares the same formula as 
the Mandelbrot Set but initialises z 
and c with different values. For this 


Quadruple Julia 


reason it inhabits the boundaries of 
the Mandelbrot Set. Other Fractals 
include the Newton Fractal, Mira 
and Henon Fractals, the Mandelbrot 
Sine Fractal, The Devil’s Staircase 
(with no ending), tree and fern 
illustrations, three dimensional 
formations, and numerous others. 


With this brief article about the 
Mandelbrot Set I hope I have shed 
some light on a visually appealing 
aspect of computer applications. 


[The attention of readers is invited 
to FRACTINT and WINFRACT, 
shareware programs that enable 
fractals to be viewed and which can 
be found in the Melb PC disk library 
and the BBS.] 


Bibliography 
Some books that should be of 
interest are: 


Benoit Mandelbrot: An article in the 
Mathematical Recreations column of 
Scientific American, August 1985, is 
the first publication of the discovery 
of the Mandelbrot set. 


A. K. Dewney: Article in 
Mathematical Recreations column of 
Scientific American, November 1987, 


Peitgen and Richter: The Beauty 
of Fractals 


Robert Lafore: The Waite Group’s C 


Programming Using Turbo C++, 1990 


Mark Peterson: Borland C++ 
Developer’s Bible, The Waite Group, 
1992 


Hans Lauwerier: Fractals: Images 
Of Chaos, Penguin, 1991 


Barnsley et al.: The Science of 
Fractals contains examples, 
background mathematics, and 
code segments. 


Sine Mandelbrot Set 


Member’s Free Ad 
For Sale 


JRC Radio digital fax for 
mobile phone, 6 rolls of 
thermal paper. 

$250 


Lotus v2.01, manual and disks. 
$20 


PC Database Analyst 
subsciption, 4 years worth and 
disks. 

$180 


Tape back up unit, 40 MB with 
3 DC600 tapes. 
$60 


Various I/O, memory, video, 
Toshiba voice card, data 
pumps, misc cards 3 x mail 
server, v2.05E, manual and 
disks. 

$30 


IDS Break out panel, model 
61, EIA, tri-state. 
$200 






Member’s Free Ad 
For Sale 


AVTEK CD900 Mega 
Data/Fax Modem, 2400 bps 
data, 9600/4800 bps fax. 
Includes cables and 
manuals. 

Netcomm PC Fax and 
Autosoft comms DOS 
software. Winfax Lite, 
manual and disc. 

$190 ONO 



















Ken Morris 
(03) 338 3003 


Julia Set Basic Mandelbrot Set 
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GPIB, allows connection of 
oscilliscope, logic analyser 
to PC. 

$230 


AST 3270 co-ax card, 
micro-mainframe connectivity, 
manual and software. 

$40 


Stereo speakers - suitable for 
CD players, sound cards etc. 
$12 


286 Computer - 12/16 Mhz 
NEAT chip set, 4 MB RAM, 
SVGA colour monitor, 42 MB 
IDE drive, 1.2 MB and 1.44 
MB FDDs, 287 maths 
CO-processor, mini tower case, 
2 serial, parallel, games. 

$600 


All prices open to negotiation. 


Contact Mick 
(03) 354 6742 AH or leave 
message. 





Member’s Free Ad 
For Sale 


PCMCIA 2.0 Fax-Modem, 
Hayes V.22bis 
QUAD.SPEED with 
V.42/MNP5.Group 3, Class 
2, Send/Recieve 9600 bps 
Fax. 


All software, cables and 
manuals. 
$450 


Phone Chris 
(03) 662 2755 
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An Investment in Charisma 


by David Bednall 


Dr David Bednall works in the Syme 
Department of Marketing at Monash — 
University. He uses presentation packages 
several times a week to assist his teaching 
and to prepare presentations for market 
research clients. He has been a PC user 
since 1983. 


imed squarely at professional 

presenters, Micrografx describes 

Charisma as “the complete 

multimedia and presentation 
tool for Windows”; version 4.0 is a well- 
integrated package with a vast array of 
multimedia objects, but some problems 
remain. 


Installation 


Users can install from CD-ROM or the 
eleven disks. The CD-ROM gives access 
to more multimedia items (200 fonts, 
7000 pieces of clipart, 200 photo images, 
300 WAV files, 250 MIDI music files and 
50 AVI video/sound files). Installation 
from CD-ROM was a 10-minute breeze, 
requiring little human intervention and 
which automatically set up Australian 
paper sizes and date formats. Microsoft 
could learn something there! 
Unfortunately, default installation also 
included the loading of 200 new True Type 
fonts which slowed Windows considerably. 


It also comes with a deinstaller that takes 
about three minutes to remove all files, 
the program group, icons, and WIN.INI 
references. This feature should be 
standard on all Windows applications. 
Micrografx also has a realistic licence, 
allowing installation at home as well as 
work. 


Charisma also updates the Windows 
Media Player so you can show AVI files 
(video for Windows). 


\Y fee a 6 


USER GROUP 


REVIEW 





Figure 1. Text only using the style and template master = 


Hardware 


Hardware requirements are daunting. 
The Charisma box says a minimum of 12 
MB hard disk space is needed, but 17 MB 
is more realistic. The default CD-ROM 
installation required 40 MB, including 
those True Type fonts. The box also says 
8 MB of memory is the minimum, with 
16 MB preferred. Believe them! 


Only having 4 MB at the time I first 
installed Charisma, I thought virtual 
memory would come to my aid. The result 
was my computer going into extended 
paroxysms of hard-disk gnashing. With 

16 MB installed, it worked smoothly — 
most of the time. Even then I had the 
occasional “out of memory” message and 
bouts of extended disk activity. My 
double-speed CD-ROM drive was 
generally sufficient, though a faster drive 
would have overcome the occasional delay 
with video. For professional presentations, 
my Sound Blaster card sounds tinny 
when using MIDI files. Charisma has 
MIDI files specially for Turtle Beach 
sound cards and this would be the 
preferred (and expensive) approach. 


It also supports TWAIN-compatible 
scanners, but I was unable to test that 
feature —just one further example of 
the full range of facilities available 

for professional presenters. 


Micrografx recommends a 486/33 as a 
minimum. Even on my 486DX2/66, the 
speed was just adequate. Charisma is 
not for the casual user! Rather, it is 
suitable for people who mostly use 

their computer to prepare presentations. 


Conversion 


I wonder how Micrografx hopes to attract 
professional users with their existing 
libraries of presentations. Charisma 

can successfully import a wide range 

of graphics files, including Photo CD, but 


typically cannot read those from specific 
presentation packages. As a previous 
heavy user of Harvard Graphics for DOS, 
I found that a daunting prospect. With 
Harvard and other packages it is possible 
to export using a format such as CGM, 
but that can be extremely time consuming. 


My Powerpoint files could be read in 
using OLE, then cutting and pasting. 
I would still prefer to read in the files 
directly, allowing Charisma to 
manipulate the objects within them. 


In Use 


Charisma is quite easy to use: it first 
asks if the new presentation is for 
printing, 35 mm slides, or an on-screen 
slideshow. Assuming on-screen is selected, 
the user then works on an individual 
presentation of one or more slides. 


At the start of each new presentation 
the user is invited to choose a master 
style from a list, which is illustrated. 
Once chosen that style gives a 
consistent look and feel to all slides. 
The illustrations show that approach. 


Once a style is chosen, the user is given 
a choice of templates that predefine 
where text and graphics are to be placed, 
but that can be changed in individual 
slides or over the whole presentation. 
These tools help deliver a thoroughly 
professional look to a presentation. Users 
can define and save their own style, but 
I found the path tricky and involving 
several unclear steps. I found the manual 
did little to assist, and online help was 
too fragmented to be useful for the task. 


Once the style and template have been 
selected, slides can be embellished by 
drawing, text, graphics, video, or sound 
tools. Graphics, video, and sound files 
can be edited. The slides illustrated show 


Text only using the style and template 
master 
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Movie? 


The picture marks the start of an 
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AVI movie running for 10 seconds in a 
slide 

A simple object inserted using an OLE 
link 

A 24-bit photo incorporated within a slide 
A 3D chart 


A drawing on a preselected background 


The AVI movie format used is limited in 
length, resolution, and picture-sound 
synchronisation. However, that is a 

fault of the AVI medium, not Charisma. 
Multimedia has a long way to go in 
integrating movies. When the movie 

was being shown, the slide background 
changed colour, indicating a programming 
fault. 


Implementation of OLE made life easy. 

I could easily bring in Quattro Pro charts, 
equations, and other material. It is 
curious that Charisma does not have its 
own equation editor, but the Microsoft 
version works well within it. 


Text was very flexible with regard to 
fonts and size, but I found it difficult to 
reproduce the Melb PC logo. The problem 
was placing text in the right place and 
manipulating the M in Melb. Curved 

and other text effects are possible by the 
cumbersome method of converting text 


Mex ain OFF 
Object? 


* Selecting the object 
partly corrupted the 
lal taas 

* No harm done when 
the object was finally 


selected 
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® NMicrografx can insert a range of 
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@ This includes 24-bit colour 
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to a symbol and then manipulating it. 
I found manipulating bullets less easy 
than in the Powerpoint package I 
normally use, but Charisma has many 
more options, such as using symbols. 


The package has the best array of chart 
types I have seen. While I do not like 3D 
charts because they are usually less clear 
than 2D, Charisma’s are good looking. 
Charisma offers sophisticated colour 
palettes (CMYK and others) and 3D 

light shading for that professional look. 
Surprisingly, Charisma would not allow 
me to manipulate the size of labels on 
charts. Other packages allow that. Chart 
data is easily typed into spreadsheet 
type table or can be imported from 
spreadsheets such as Lotus or Excel. 

The table is clearly colour labelled so it is 


easy to see what will appear on the chart. 


Drawing tools are also very good with 
features such as Bezier curves, multiple 
clip art items and symbols, a broad range 
of backgrounds, and easy manipulation. 

I have only used CorelDRAW! briefly, but 
Charisma seems to have similar drawing 
features. 


Presentations can be displayed in slide 
sorter format, which can be set up for a 
slide show with a full range of transition 


Figure 3. A simple object inserted using an OLE link 





- Figure 6. A drawing on a preselected 
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effects. Sound files (such as an opening 
fanfare) can be incorporated into a slide 
show. Charisma allows you to convert 
single slides into a series of build slides. 
Each build slide will contain a separate 
text or graphic item. In a presentation, 
the slide will then be reconstructed, one 
item at a time. Hyperlinks enable 
branching between slides. Speaker notes 
can be attached to each slide, though the 
format is not as convenient as Powerpoint. 


The overall interface is reasonably 
standard Windows fare, but icons are 
intelligently placed. Moving the cursor 
over them results in a bottom screen 
message (hint line) that says what the 
option does. All Windows packages 
should follow that standard. 


Manual 


A single manual is provided; it is well 
written and clear to follow. Appendixes 
illustrate every font and graphic provided, 
and describe all video and sound files. 


Options 
Micrografx provides an optional infrared 
controller that enables the presenter to’ 


change slides and take advantage of the 
hyperlinks —it attaches to the serial port. 


next a Chart! 


| WO Keating 
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Figure 5. 3D chart 
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Some Problems 


At times the screen goes awry when 
using graphics, leaving images (like 
parts of text) that should not be there. 
Usually not permanent (as mentioned 
in one of my slides), it is disconcerting. 


More than once I encountered memory 
errors, leading to plaintive Windows 
messages, and once the whole system 
locked up requiring me to reboot the 
computer and losing a whole 
presentation. More testing is needed. 


Printing slides to a laser printer 

was efficient, although the claimed 
adjustment for printer output did 

not work well on slides with a dark 
background. In the illustrations the 
slides came out mostly black with few 
details. However, the program provides 
a good range of black and white style 
sheets that produce magnificent slides. 


Timing on screen presentations was 
variable. In the case of the presen- 
tation shown, the opening slide was 
associated with a fanfare which was 
cut off. On the next iteration, it was 
in synch. 


Overall there was a workaround for 
every problem encountered, but there 
Micrografx still has some work to do 
in perfecting the package. 


3.5 inch 
3.5 inch 
5.25 inch 
5.25 since 





High Density 
Double Density $14.50 per box 
High Density 
Double aed Liga 5O a box 





Availability 


Recommended retail price is $695, 
with $245 for upgrades. The price. 
includes technical support on 
weekdays from Micrografx in 
Sydney. g 


Overall 


Charisma is an impressive package. While much 
assistance is given, a new user will find much to 
learn. The abundant resources provided account 
for the considerable investment in equipment that 
users must make to exploit its many features. 


COMPUTER 
FURNITURE 
SPECIALISTS 


Proudly designed and manufactured in 
AUSTRALIA 
Come and inspect our wide range of practical and ergonomic 
furniture. We have got the solution for your space or manage- 
, ment problems... 


Products 










SPECIAL OFFER 
For Melb PC Members 






Model 04/Budget + $ 120.00 


SS 
Model 05 $229.00 


Free delivery within metro. area. 
5 year warranty 


Model & 


pH TR aT 


@ FACTORY SHOWROOM 


29 Amay Cres, Ferntree Gully 


Diskette Special 


$19.50 per box 
IBM 


$12.50 per box Formatted 
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Random Access 
ee 





but not create ones that are not available in WW2 as 
standard functions. Could you point me in the right 
direction to find the WOPR utility? If | can find it | am 





Answers Received willing to spend the time to try and get a good, permanent 
A From Gilbert Griffith. \ am a radio amateur who has an solution to this problem. (4S Can the person who men- 
interest in weather fax pictures. My inquiries indicated tioned the WOPR utility please provide me with details?] 
that most hams who have tried direct access to the ; 
satellite signals have had various results, often after Q from John Gilfedger. \s there further information on the 
spending a lot of time and wasted money to achieve Random Access question about IDE & MFM drives sine 
poor pictures. Nearly everyone | spoke to commented pee bak 7 ee nal The aiseion — raised at 
that the best way to get satellite fax pictures is to poll the March main meeting, but | did not identity the person 
the Weather Bureau using a fax machine. The number who provided the answer. Having just acquired a 260 
for a list of services is 008 808 096. MB IDE drive for my 386SX-20 machine | would, if 
possible, like to get further use from the replaced 
A There is a freeware Japanese word processor available 40 MB MFM drive. | will peruse the “hard drive” BBS 
for Windows. It should be in the library and on the BBS. conference for the discussion you refer to in April 
The only disadvantage is that it needs nearly 8 MB. PC Update. | would appreciate any added comments. 
Questions and Answers Q from David Power. | have an older NEC dot-matrix 


printer, model P3-3. This printer has only 18 pins as 
against 24 for the newer models. It is full width (132 
char), the companion 80 char model was the P2-3. 
(The “-3" suffix indicates which model P3, the P3-3 has 
a broad Epson compatibility, | think the other model 


@ | have a laptop 386SX-20 with 6 MB of RAM. | run DOS 
6.2 and | have attempted to organise memory by using 
Memmaker. Could | make the system run better with 
part of the memory as a RAM disk and if so how much? 


A 1: It depends what you are running. Ramdisks are good was NEC specific). | would like to use this printer with 
for programs that create or use lots of small files Windows 3.1, but have so far been unable to locate 
because the response is instantaneous. a driver. While | haven’t asked NEC, my previous 


experience with them (over many years) is that: 

(a) they are about as helpful as a wet week; 

(b) they like to charge like wounded bulls for this sort 
of thing. Any suggestions would be very welcome. 


2: If you are looking to use the RAM for swap files or 
temporary directory entries you will probably pick up as 
much speed by making the memory available to the 


> 


program. 

A. 3: With DOS 6 and upwards CONFIG.SYS can have a Q From David Power. | am having some minor problems 
series of menu items. You could then chose at boot time with Telemate 4.12: 
what size ramdisk, if any, you may want to use. (1). When TM is dialling from a list, it does not seem to 


drop DTR between attempts if the connection was not 
made. This ag9pears to be a software problem, as DTR 
is definitely dropped if Alt+H (Hangup) is issued—l| can 


4: Don’t use a ramdisk for things that you do not want to 
lose if the power fails. Use it for program or compiler 


> 


overlays. hear the relay in the modem clicking off. | do have 

Q | run DOS 5 and Windows 3.1. | had EMM386 running, “&D2" in my setup string, also “&C1”. The problem did 
which seemed to work until | installed MS Access, after not appear in previous versions of TM, however, | have 
which Windows had a lot less memory. | solved this by also upgraded computers so | can’t be certain. Has 
using the NOEMS switch on EMM386. Is there some- anyone else experienced this or found a solution? 
thing in the WIN.INI or SYSTEM.INI file that | should be (2). | can sometimes borrow a 14400 modem (instead of 
looking at? my superfast 2400 bps model!) but TM only recognises 

9600 or 19200 bps, not 14400. Anyone know a fix? 

A Check the ACCESS.INI file which tells you how much (3). If the answers to 1 and 2 are no, does anyone know 

ACCESS can grab at any one time. how to send a message (fidonet, internet etc) to the 


‘ author? Any help gratefully accepted! 
Jnanswered Questions 


ee Q | have Paradox problem. On my 286 | could determine if 
2 ‘rom Chris Donald. | read with interest the response to the printer was tured on by using PRINTERSTATUS. 


the query in the April PC’ Upaate on rotating headers Paradox would return false if the printer was turned off 

and footers in Word for Windows 2. | have had similar or was disconnected. On my 486 with VESA card, both 
angst EY ith this problem for about 3 years, although | versions 3.5 and 4.5 of Paradox returns true unless the 
haven't really tried to get a permanent solution. My printer is physically disconnected. Can anyone explain if 


current solution is to use CorelDraw to produce the there is something in the VESA card which could fool 
header or footer as | need it, then rotate it 90 degrees Paradox into thinking that the printer is available? 

and paste it into the Word document, after making a 

section break in the document so that the Word Q From David willing. \ have a Sakata SP-1000 printer 
header/footer doesn’t flow across to the rotated page. which does not have any drivers listed for Windows 3.1. 
This proves quite satisfactory but is a pain when the The printer is 10 years old and is supposed to be Epson 
page numbers change, as you then have to repeat the compatible. | have tried all the Epson drivers listed for 
process. | would be interested in any other responses to Windows but they all cause a lockup. | have tried the 
this problem as | would like to find a permanent solution. generic driver and put in the escape codes but cannot 

| don’t have the option of using WordPerfect (company get any graphics printing. Standard printing from the 
policy). | am also interested in the WOPR utility you DOS prompt is not a problem. Can anyone help? 


mentioned. | have scoured the Word Basic manual and 
can find no mention of it. Word basic seems to me to be Q Does anyone know a shortcut for changing colours in 
able to use only the macro functions that already exist, Word for Windows 6? go 
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Ad Software!’ 
Save time & money, let us Scan your text for any WP system, 
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Logos, Signatures & Pictures too, Fast Service, =z 








Language Assistant translates sentence-by-sentence in both directions 


UTALIAN FRENCH GERMAN'SPANISH Sassari ois irae 


The enhansed dictionaries recognise over 100,000 terms. $199.00 
The complete translator.. 
As above, with multi-lingual 
scanner/OCR software only $370.00! 


-_ MOMDEM SPECIAL - PRINTER SHARING wiTHour A NETWORK! 
| Simple modem 96f _Letyou share your printers) with up to 20 


P ’ ‘ 
Data modelfax mode 400 pps | Just oe in “i modules and start printing. 





































36 month warranty plus | ===, |] start with two PCs and 

SER LICENCE sata = = simply plug in more 

5 USER SuperCom and Winfax Lite Software) ==“ FF gem oss 2s your 
$299.00 SS] Meso 





LOW COST PRINT ee Peeks ie, al pr a 
SWITCHES AND CABLES MN = <cWitrhpein Toabiee 
$80.00 2-3 PC TO PRINTER 2 





$549.00 


Include Tax $67.00 nd module 





Scanner Rentals - Large range 


Scanners from $195.00 
Including Windows based OCR & Image Software! 


ves, Office Compuier Systems 
The place for scanners, 62 J -1/7 2 2 7th Floor - 50 cane ithe Mclboura 3000 



























At last! A spreadsheet that's easier 
to learn and use than 1-2-3 and Excel! 


Quattro Pro is the easiest Windows spreadsheet. 
(Ask anyone who’s tried it.) And the same technology 


that makes it the easiest 
also makes tt the best. 


FINALLY, A FRIENDLY SPREADSHEET 
You’re the reason why we made Quattro® Pro 
so easy. Because you told us you wanted a 
product you could understand right away. 
Well, Quattro Pro 5.0 is that easy. And it’s 
leaps ahead of the competition. 


BUILT-IN TUTORS GUIDE YOU ALL THE WAY 
Quattro Pro’s Interactive Tutors walk you 
through all the basics. But here’s the good 
part. You can use your own data, instead of 
sample data you’ll never use. So when you 
complete a lesson you get the work done, too. 
What a time saver! Neither 1-2-3 nor Excel 
can match this. 


THE ENTIRE MANUAL IS NOW ON-LINE 
Getting help is as easy as pointing and click- 
ing. In 1-2-3 or Excel, you have to trot out a 
big clunky manual, and waste time combing 
through it to find what you need. But in 
Quattro Pro, you just right-click your mouse 
button and—voila! You’re taken to the exact 
portion of the manual you need. (You get a 
hard copy of the Quattro Pro manual, as well.) 


QUATTRO PRO DOES YOUR WORK FOR YOU 
To build a complete spreadsheet analysis just 
click on one of the 23 built-in Experts"™ You'll 
be asked a few questions. Answer them, then 
sit back and watch as 


Quattro Pro for Windows - VERSIONS WBI 





outcome. Thinking about refinancing your 


mortgage, for example? Get all your answers 


in seconds. 


ORGANIZE LIKE NEVER BEFORE 
Quattro Pro organizes for you. It files your 
work into Notebooks, each one holding up to 
256 pages. Keep as many open as you need to. 
Each one is tabbed—so you can flip through 
spreadsheets as if you were flipping through 
your trusty old binder. No other spreadsheet 
filing system keeps 
you as organized. 








Quattro Pro does the 
work for you. Excel’s 
“Wizards” are similar, 
but there are only two 
of them—and they’re 
no match for Experts. 
In 1-2-3, you don’t get 
any. Zero. Zip. 

Quattro Pro answers 
“What if. . . ?” ques- 
tions. The Scenario 
Manager lets you find 
out how changes to 





Quattro Pro Spreadsheet Notebooks with nameable 
some of your numbers pages make organizing and managing your data 
will affect your final easier than you ever imagined. 


BUILT-IN GRAPHICS! 
READY-MADE 
TEMPLATES! 

Quattro Pro’s Intelli- 
gent Graphs make 
your spreadsheets 
stand out, and help 
you give high-impact 
presentations and elec- 
tronic slide shows. 
You also get easy-to- 
use drawing tools, 3-D 
charts, Harvard Graph- 
ics support, and more. 
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hard to believe 
no one thought 


Need to generate professional-looking state- 
ments, schedules, and reports—fast? Just use 
the preformatted business templates included 
in Quattro Pro 5.0. You won’t find them in 
any other spreadsheet. 


ANALYSIS TOOLS GIVE YOU POWER, CONTROL 
Now you have more ways to analyze data— 
and make better decisions. No other spread- 
sheet product, including 1-2-3 and Excel, 
offers anything like Quattro Pro’s Data 
Modeling Desktop and Analytical Graphs. 
Quattro Pro gives you more scientific, engi- 
neering, statistical, and financial @functions 
than 1-2-3 or Excel, too. 


DON’T SETTLE FOR LESS 


Quattro Pro is the easiest spreadsheet—and 
the best. You simply won’t find a better value. 
Get your copy of Quattro Pro... today! 


“So simple 
you Il find it 


The only 
spreadsheet with 
complete, on-line 


of it before? 


—PC Computing 





Windows spreadsheet power made easy 
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Borland 


Power made easy ~ 


Copyright © 1993 Borland International, Inc. All rights reserved. All Borland product names are trademarks of Borland International, Inc. Quattro Pro for Windows and Spreadsheet Notebooks have patents pending. 


